
Appendix A 

 
Schools and students in the focus groups 
 

School 1 - Coastal metropolitan fringe public high school  

Founded in t he 1950s,  and now wit h some 920 st udent s.  The school 

is sit uat ed a very large grounds (t hat  were original ly a farm) and has 

a long creek/ river f ront age.  It  has a very st rong environment al focus 

and commit ment ,  driven by t he Principal,  and support ed by a st rong 

core t eam of  commit t ed st af f  members.  It  has won a number of  

environment al awards and t hey have also won lot s of  funding 

support  for a wide range of  environment al init iat ives – solar panels,  

solar hot  wat er,  wat er saving devices,  ret rof it  l ight ing,  

Boardwalk/ walking t rails (wit h bush t ucker).  There are plent y of  

environment al act ivit ies for st udent s including Bushcare as a 

sport ing opt ion,  worm farm,  sel l ing produce t o local but chers.  The 

SRC has act ively raised funds for environment al inf rast ruct ure.  The 

school is at t empt ing t o embed environment al t hemes across t he 

curriculum.   

St udent s were f rom an ‘ able and int erest ed’  Yr 10 class.  The 

st udent s were doing a range of  elect ives:  PASS (Physical Act ivit y and 

Sport s Science),  Design,  Food Technology,  Agricult ure,  IT,  Graphics 

Technology,  Woodwork,  Technical Drawing,  Art ,  Child St udies,  

Visual Art s.   

 

School 2 - Western Sydney public high school 

Large school wit h over 1000 st udent s,  founded in 1986.  Low t o 

middle socio- economic st at us st udent  prof i le,  t hough not  a 

‘ disadvant aged’  school.  Almost  half  of  t he st udent s are f rom non 

Engl ish speaking backgrounds,  t hough second and t hird generat ion.  

A small  Sudanese group and about  30 ATSI st udent s.  Various VET and 

TVET courses are of fered.  Most  popular among st udent s are 

Hospit al it y,  Business Services,  Ret ail ,  IT and Const ruct ion.   

St udent s were f rom Years 9 and 10 (four each),  al l  but  one of  t he 

st udent s were in t he SRC.  Elect ive subj ect s included:  Food 

Technology,  Sport  Science,  Music,  Comput er St udies,  Commerce,  

Comput er St udies,  Art s,  Commerce,  Child Care,  Drama,  Bushcraf t ,  

Hist ory.  
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School 3 - Western Sydney public high school 

Around 700 st udent s.  While t he school is not  formally classif ied as 

disadvant aged it  has appl ied for t his,  and has a high proport ion of  

low SES st udent s and has a special facil i t y for refugees.  VET and 

TVET courses are st rong.  The school has a st rong hospit al it y 

component ,  and Children’ s Services is t he most  popular TAFE 

course.  The local Council  declares it self  a ‘ solar t own’ .  The school 

has put  in funding submissions for rainwat er t anks and drip syst em 

for gardens.  There is a swamp on school grounds which is used for 

biology,  geography t eaching.   

St udent s were f rom Yr 11 and 12 (four each) who were al l  

volunt eers responding t o an invit at ion f rom t he careers advisor.  One 

st udent  explained:   “ I’ m a volunt eerer” .  Subj ect s included:  Ancient  

Hist ory,  Geography,  Modern Hist ory,  Business St udies,  Societ y and 

Cult ure,  PDHPE(Healt h and Physical  Educat ion),  Legal St udies,  

Mat hs,  Engl ish,  IT,  Timber Technology,  IPT,  Phot ography,  

Chemist ry,  3 unit  Mat hs,  Physics,  Advanced Engl ish.   

 

School 4 - A Catholic systemic boys secondary school  in middle 
western Sydney 

The school is an old est abl ished Cat hol ic school (founded in 1800s) 

and relocat ed on current  ground in 1966.  It  is co-locat ed wit h a 

Cat hol ic girls’  high school.  There are 960 boys at  t he school.   

Al l  t he st udent s were f rom a year 11 biology class.   Elect ives for t his 

group included:   Const ruct ion,  Biology,  Visual Art s,  Engl ish,  Mat hs,  

Rel igion,  Physics,  PDHPE,  Design and Technology,  Business St udies,  

Spanish.  

 

School 5 - A Catholic independent girls school in Inner Sydney 
 
A large independent  Cat hol ic Girl ’ s School wit h around 1500 

st udent s,  est abl ished in t he lat er 1800s.  The school had a st rong 

social j ust ice emphasis,  which encompassed environment al  issues.  

There was an environment al commit t ee wit h school st af f .  It  had 
recent ly revised t he environment al  plan for t he school.  It  had won 

some inf rast ruct ure grant s for various act ivit ies,  and was seeking 

more support .  Some recent  building work in t he school has been t o 

high environment al crit eria (nat ural  cross vent i lat ion,  wat er t anks 

et c).  St udent s are involved in bot h curriculum-based and ext ra-

curricula environment al  act ivit ies.  A senior st af f  member had 

recent ly moved t o t ake up a high level environment al post ing wit h a 

development  company.  Four t eachers were about  t o do an in-
service t raining on sust ainabil i t y issues.   
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The st udent s were f rom Yrs 10 and 11 (four of  each),  al l  SRC 

members and part  of  a social j ust ice act ion group.  Elect ives for t his 

group included:   German,  Design and Technology,  Art ,  It al ian,  

Commerce,  Sport s Science,  Advanced Engl ish,  Business St udies,  

Societ y and Cult ure,  Rel igion,  Geography,  Mat hs,  French,  

Chemist ry,  Music,  Modern Hist ory.   

 

School 6 - A country high school (Central West NSW) 

A small ish school wit h 260 st udent s (30 in HSC).  It  was founded in 

1968.  This school has a st rong Agricult ure course wit h good facil i t ies 

and a wel l-known,  respect ed long-t erm t eacher at  t his school (and a 

t rack record of  good result s in t he HSC).  There was a smal l  

Environment  Group of  t eachers who meet  weekly,  but  not  t hat  

much going on at  t he school.   

This focus group was wit h six st udent s f rom a Yr 11 Agricult ure 

class.  The t eacher point ed out  t hat  t his was a small  school wit h 

around 300 kids,  so t here were not  many ext ra-curricula act ivit ies.  

Many of  t he st udent s are also f rom ot her t owns,  including a couple 

who l ived on farms.  Subj ect s included:  Mat hs,  Engl ish,  Aut omot ive,  

PDHPE Chemist ry,  Biology,  Primary Agricult ure,  Agricult ure,  Ancient  

Hist ory,  Music,  Plumbing at  TAFE,  Ext ension Engl ish.   

 

School 7 - A selective high school from metropolitan Sydney  

Est abl ished in t he 1800s,  and locat ed on t he current  sit e since 1975.  

There are over 900 st udent s.  Very act ive SRC,  wel l  support ed by t he 

school.   

There were 10 st udent s in t he group,  al l  f rom Yr 10,  boys and girls,  

four of  t hem f rom an environment al commit t ee of  t he St udent  

Represent at ive Council .  The elect ives included:  Commerce,  Hist ory,  

Drama,  Food Technology,  Japanese,  Music,  German,  Elect ronics,  

Graphics,  French,  Geography,  Art ,  IT.   
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Transcripts from the focus groups 

 

The fol lowing not es record det ailed responses f rom t he seven focus groups.  The 

not es are not  quit e ‘ verbat im’  but  do ref lect  t he language and t he f lavour of  

t he st udent s’  responses.  These not es do not  fol low t he exact  sequence of  each 

focus group discussion,  but  have been edit ed t o draw t oget her common 

t hemes.  The int erviewer’ s major prompts appear in it al icised headings (in 

bold) and minor prompt s are also it al icised (but  not  in bold).  Some edit orial  

comment s are also not ed in parent heses (Ed:  . . . . . . . . ) 

 

There were seven focus groups held at  seven dif ferent  schools.   The responses 

for each group have been colour-coded in t he t ext  so t hat  it  is possible t o t rack 

responses f rom each school.  

 

School 1 - Coast al met ropol it an f r inge publ ic high school – an ‘ able and 

int erest ed’  Yr 10 class.  The st udent s were doing a range of  elect ives:  PASS 

(Physical Act ivit y and Sport s Science),  Design,  Food Technology,  Agricult ure,  

IT,  Graphics Technology,  Woodwork,  Technical Drawing,  Art ,  Child St udies,  

Visual Art s.   

 

School 2 - West ern Sydney publ ic high school – Years 9 and 10 (four each),  al l  

but  one of  t he st udent s were in t he SRC.  Elect ive subj ect s included:  Food 

Technology,  Sport  Science,  Music,  Comput er St udies,  Commerce,  Comput er 

St udies,  Art s,  Commerce,  Child Care,  Drama,  Bushcraf t ,  Hist ory 

 

School 3 - West ern Sydney publ ic high school,  f rom Yr 11 and 12 (four each) 

who were al l  volunt eers responding t o an invit at ion f rom t he careers advisor.  

One st udent  explained:   “ I’ m a volunt eerer” .  Subj ect s included:  Ancient  

Hist ory,  Geography,  Modern Hist ory,  Business St udies,  Societ y and Cult ure,  

PDHPE(Healt h and Physical Educat ion),  Legal St udies,  Mat hs,  Engl ish,  IT,  

Timber Technology,  IT,  Phot ography,  Chemist ry,  3 unit  Mat hs,  Physics,  

Advanced Engl ish.   

 

School 4 - A Cat hol ic syst emic boys’  secondary school  – al l  f rom a year 11 

biology class.   Elect ives for t his group included:   Const ruct ion,  Biology,  Visual 

Art s,  Engl ish,  Mat hs,  Rel igion,  Physics,  PDHPE,  Design and Technology,  Business 

St udies,  Spanish.   
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School 5 - A Cat hol ic independent  girls school – yrs 10 and 11 (four of  each),  al l  

SRC members and part  of  a social  j ust ice act ion group.  Some recent  building 

work in t he school has been t o high environment al crit eria (nat ural  cross 

vent i lat ion et c).  Elect ives for t his group included:   German,  Design and 

Technology,  Art ,  It al ian,  Commerce,  Sport s Science,  German,  Advanced 

Engl ish,  Business St udies,  Societ y and Cult ure,  Rel igion,  Geography,  Mat hs,  

French,  Chemist ry,  Music,  Modern Hist ory.   

 
School 6 - A count ry high school (Cent ral  West  NSW),  wit h six st udent s f rom a 

Yr 11 Agricult ure class.  The t eacher point ed out  t hat  t his was a small  school 

wit h around 300 kids,  so t here were not  many ext ra-curricula act ivit ies.  Many 

of  t he st udent s are also f rom ot her t owns,  including a couple who l ived on 

farms.  Subj ect s included:  Mat hs,  Engl ish,  Aut omot ive,  PDHPE Chemist ry,  

Biology,  Primary Agricult ure,  Agricult ure,  Ancient  Hist ory,  Music,  Plumbing at  

TAFE,  Ext ension Engl ish.   

 

School 7 - A select ive high school f rom inner met ropol i t an Sydney -  10 st udent s 

f rom Yr 10,  boys and girls,  four of  t hem  f rom an environment al  commit t ee of  

t he St udent  Represent at ive Council .  The elect ives included:  Commerce,  

Hist ory,  Drama,  Food Technology,  Japanese,  Music,  German,  Elect ronics,  

Graphics,  French,  Geography,  Art ,  IT.   

 

 

What ’s top of mind,  what ’s in the news, what  do you talk about  with 

friends? 

 

Polit ics,  war,  drought ,  Lindsay Lohan,  Aust rian paedophile,  

 

Free Tibet ,  whal ing,  Aust rian dad,  Morris Iemma and Cost a . . .  labour 

conference . . .Bob Carr creat ed t hese problems.   

 

Fat al  crash  on local road,  local news,  comput er games- Warcraf t ,  GTA (Ed:  

Grand Thef t  Aut o),  apart  f rom sport  not  a lot  of  news and current  af fairs is 

spoken about ,  general ly you get  bagged if  you t alk about  t he news,  only some 

people part icularly int erest ed,  big cat ast rophes,  cont roversial  st uf f . . .  60 

minut es. . .  inbreeds . . .Underbel ly.  Spend spare t ime on t he comput er,  chat t ing 

t o f r iends,  playing games.    

 

Cl imat e change,  our age group more concerned,  global  warming- what ’ s going 

t o happen in t he fut ure,  environment  l inked t o people- cyclone,  wars.  

 

American elect ion,  lot s about  Olympics and Tibet ,  Indigenous issues- more 

publ ic awareness f rom Kevin Rudd,  Cyclone in Burma.   
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Sport ,  t he weat her (I l ike t he weat her),  60 minut es,  short age of  r ice,  j ump in 

price of  oi l ,  inf lat ion,  not  much about  pol i t ics (‘ t he Lebanese t alk a lot ’ ),  

mort gages,  baby bonuses.   

 

War eg in Lebanon,  eart hquake in China,  cyclone in Burma,  fashion,  Hol lywood,  

sport ,  Bul ldogs not  playing so wel l ,  gir ls.    

 

What  about  the environment  – topics,  issues,  people 

 

Elect ric cars (a compet it ion run by Holden),  hybrid cars,  global warming,  kids 

set t ing f ires,  drought  and rain,  pet rol  prices,  cl imat e change,  greenhouse 

gasses,  ozone,  hole over Ant arct ic,  pet rol  prices have af fect ed us,  fossil  fuels,  

Al Gore . . . Inconvenient  Trut h. . .We don’ t  l ike Al Gore . . .  boring,  t oo 

educat ional . . .  we want ed an end of  t he world movie. . .  more droning on,  not  

j ust  t he fact s.   

 

Desal inat ion,  renewable resources (we don’ t  use enough),  peak oi l ,  excessive 

use of  wat er – it ’ s t oo cheap,  plast ic bag f ree st at e in Sout h Aust ral ia,  what  is 

NSW doing – not hing,  i t ’ l l  be okay when oil  runs out  as you can’ t  make plast ic 

any more,  levy on bags is bet t er t han a ban as somet imes you do need t hem.  

Just  promot e awareness eg signs in car park not  j ust  in supermarket ,  

compet it ion for scarce grains bet ween biofuel and food,  La Nina,   drought ,  

deforest at ion,  mining and st uf f ,  Great  Barrier Reef ,  disposing of  pol lut ion,  

wast e (t here was a col lect ive sigh about  ‘ wast e management ’  – must  be t oo 

much banging on about  in an assignment ,  geography?).  

 

Endangered species eg t he pandas -vs t hat  is soppy crap – you only care about  

good looking mammals…what  about  axolot yls . . .   t he cut e fact or . . .  i t ’ s bad t o 

lose anyt hing.  

 

Greenhouse ef fect ,  our school does a lot  wit h environment ,  Kyot o prot ocol- 

t reat y t o lower greenhouse gasses,  global warming,  whal ing.  

 

Al Gore- Inconvenient  Trut h (found it  int erest ing,  couldn’ t  sit  t hrough it ,  I l iked 

it ,  but  very biased,  needs t o be more open minded).  

 

Oceans rising because Ant arct ica’ s melt ing,  energy. . .  producing energy- coal,  

nuclear energy - Aust ral ia should use nuclear - very green inst ead of  using coal,  

Aust ral ia is so caut ious t hey can keep it  safe.   But  t aking away coal is t aking 

away j obs.   
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Air pol lut ion in China,  Olympians can’ t  perform as wel l ,  read in a magazine 

t hat  an at hlet e can’ t  go t o Olympics because t hey can’ t  perform t heir best .  

World emissions.  

 

Global warming,  greenhouse gases,  desal inat ion plant ,  cl imat e change,  nat ural 

disast ers,  pol lut ion in China.  

 

Technology – some of  t his is progressive,  eg cars t hat  are less damaging,  

elect ric cars,  lot s of  st uf f  doesn’ t  get  disposed of  properly.    

 

Global warming,  drought ,  pol lut ion,  pol lut ion in China,  nuclear bombs,  CO2,  Al 

Gore- An Inconvenient  Trut h,  ozone layer,  greenhouse ef fect ,  ice melt ing,  

r ising sea levels,  dest roys t he world.  

 

Global warming,  pol lut ion,  greenhouse gases,  soil  erosion,  worlds heat ing up,  

t oo many gases are in t he at mosphere,  t alk about  i t  lot s in geography . . . i t s al l  

in t he news/ radio/ newspapers/ ads,  Al Gore.  

 

Don’ t  real ly t alk about  t hese t hings wit h f r iends.   

 

Explanat ions of global warming and climate change 

 

Lot s of  fuel  being burned,  gasses released,  t rap gasses,  heat  up.  

 

Gases t rap t he heat  of  t he sun in t he eart h 

 

Sun rays hit t ing t he ozone layer,  and now because of  cars,  aerosols and 

ref rigerat ors release gasses are going up int o t he ozone layer and are making a 

hole and more radiat ion comes t hrough.  

 

Ozone layer,  t he Greenhouse ef fect  is… when it  comes in and it  can’ t  get  back 

out .  

 

The world’ s heat ing up,  t oo many gasses.  Do t alk about  it  a lot ,  news,  ads,  

school.  
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YOU AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

 

Knowledge/awareness   

 

How much do you know/are you aware about  environmental issues? 

 

See t he t able in summary 

 

Learn about  it  in lot s of  subj ect s,  learn about  it  inside and out side of  school ,  

f irst  hand view l iving on farm.  

 

Wat ched t hat  f i lm on TV t hat  goes around and shows impact .  Saw Al Gore in 

geography.   

 

Care 

 

I don’ t  real ly t hink it  wil l  happen t o us,  our family.   

 

Know but  can’ t  do much about  i t ,  can do l i t t le t hings but  can’ t  make a big 

dif ference,  can’ t  st op it ,  t oo much on a global scale t o do anyt hing.  Lot s of  

t alk,  not  much act ion.  Oil  running out  wil l  af fect  our children.  Not  much 

pol lut ion in Aust ral ia . . .much worse in Asia,  don’ t  not ice it  as much here.  (One 

boy,  who indicat ed a very high level of  care for t he environment ,  l ives in Blue 

Mount ains and said it  would be big personal  loss if  i t  wasn’ t  t here).  Import ant ,  

but  very global. . .  t rying t o reach t arget s but  unl ikely.  Won’ t  worry unt i l  

science can f ind somet hing rat her t han blaming everyone.   We do kind of  care,  

but  not hing we can do.  Eart h Hour- honourable t o do it  but  same amount  of  

elect ricit y is being produced and j ust  not  used.  Awareness is t here doesn’ t  do 

much,  science needs t o get  behind it  and do somet hing.  Oil  wil l  run out  in 

50/ 60 years- wil l  af fect  children,  fut ure generat ions- how are t hey going t o 

survive wit hout  coal and oil .   

 

I wake up sweat ing about  school assignment s (Ed:  in ot her words,  not  about  t he 

environment ,  t hat  is not  t op of  mind).  When I wat ch t he TV,  l ist en t o radio,  do 

geography,  read t he papers,  my concerns come up.   It ’ s our world,  need t o look 

af t er i t  now.  Could have walked inst ead of  driven.  I get  concerned.   

 

I am quit e passionat e about  it … children’ s children. .  very concerned.  See 

people t hrowing rubbish.  There’ s only so much you can do… l ike t hink global ly. .  

act  local ly. . .amazing t hought s of  how you can change t he world but  always 

comes down t o what  you can do in your own area.  Feel  l ike what  you are 

cont ribut ing isn’ t  saving.   But  you have t o st art  small .  We are l iving of f  i t ,  can’ t  
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do t hat  wit hout  i t .  We are exposed t o a lot  of  st ories about  what  is going t o 

happen…I’ ve got  family on farms,  see t he ef fect  of  drought  on people,  i f  i t  

happens on a bigger scale it  would be real ly dest ruct ive.  I care but  i t ’ s as much 

as I can do.  More conscious as societ y makes it  a bigger issue.  More of  an ef fort  

wit h rubbish.  Do what  I can,  but  I’ m not  l ike real ly concerned.   

 

I care a lot .   I can’ t  care because I can’ t  do much.   I feel t hat  t he l i t t le t hings 

are what  help t owards t he great er issues.  I’ m worried about  it  and I t hink we 

should be more aware of  i t .  It ’ s a world where we have t o l ive.  In t he fut ure 

we won’ t  have any wat er lef t ,  ext inct ions,  next  generat ion wil l  suf fer,  I care 

because people are suf fering even now.   In t he fut ure t he f ish wil l  eat  you.   

 

Real ise it  has an ef fect  on fut ure but  don’ t  do much about  it .  Don’ t  do a lot  but  

st i l l  care. . . t he fut ure. . . I wanna have f ive kids.  Recent ly found out  about  

ef fect s of  global warming.  Saw commercial  on TV so I care more…MTV in sign 

language,  sea rising.  Not  involved but  do have worries.  I’ ve been t o poor 

count ries t here’ s a lot  of  pol lut ion,  care about  t hem but  come back t o Aust ral ia 

is clean and nice so not  much needs t o be done.  Not  j ust  gonna af fect  me,  wil l  

af fect  everyone.  Know it ’ l l  af fect  you in t he fut ure but  can’ t  be bot hered t o do 

anyt hing,  l ike I’ ve t r ied l ike put t ing on t he l ight s,  j ust  get  over it .  I put  one 

l ight  in…I did it .   

 

I see it  happening on our propert y,  t en years a maj or change wit h drought .  It ’ s 

our fut ure,  economic.    

 

Technology’ s growing,  invent ing new t hings l ike cars t hat  run on wat er.  Some 

are nat ural  cycles but  we’ re causing most  of  i t .   Soil  degradat ion is not  

nat ural . .we caused t hat .  Mr B t old us t here was already global  warming.    

Clearing t he land causes t his.  We are creat ing global warming.   

 

How do you f eel  about  environment al  t hreat s l ike global  warming? 

 

Annoyed,  because ‘ t hey’  can’ t  be bot hered t o st op,  t here are real ly simple 

t hings t hey could do t o change it  but  t hey can’ t  be bot hered.  I get  irr i t at ed 

because t hey won’ t  shut  up,  bad st uf f ,  depressing.  It ’ s always been t here,  i t  

hasn’ t  done anyt hing yet .  Irr i t at ed when even t he scient ist s don’ t  agree. . . is it  

j ust  a huge nat ural cycle? Annoying how everyt hing is relat ed back t o t his one 

issue.   

 

Sad (t hat  so many people are negat ively af fect ed).  I feel guil t y,  t hat  we’ ve let  

i t  get  t o t his point .  And we have cont ribut ed t o t his.   

 

Upset ,  sad,  scared,  angry,  guil t y.  Soon wil l  be in t he workforce,  we wil l  be t he 

scient ist s discovering solut ions.  Guil t y for not  doing anyt hing,  we should do 
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somet hing.  Teacher said t he world wil l  end in 50 years if  i t  keeps going t he way 

it s going,  st udent s said ‘ err hang on a minut e’ .   On our minds but  we don’ t  

want  it  t here.   Feel guil t y t o be in t he car but  i t s necessary.  Unnecessary car 

t r ips,  big 4WDs,  parent s are buying a smaller car t o drive children t o school.  

But  some of  us,  big famil ies,  people-mover car,  won’ t  let  t hem t ake publ ic 

t ransport .   

 

(Teacher prompt  about  dry land sal init y) Makes me feel l ike crap 

 

Act ion/doing/What  do you do?  

 

Recycl ing available at  school.  Walk t o t he shops or work.   Two bins at  home.   

Become a habit ,  way t hey’ ve been brought  up.  Rarely use a car- somet imes by 

choice.  Use wat er for t wo people in a f ive person home,  t wo minut e showers,  

t hinking about  it  as a family.  Twent y-t hirt y minut e showers.  If  i t ’ s a good day 

why not  j ust  walk.  Wat er t anks in most  st udent s’  houses (Ed:  in t his focus 

group).  Is i t  you or  your parent s?  Parent s are t he most  concerned and 

inf luent ial .    

 

Turn of f  appl iances at  t he powerpoint s,  t urn of f  l ight s.  Short  showers - mum 

has put  a t imer on,  I have long hair – I can wash,  shampoo condit ion in only t en 

minut es.   Buying product s t hat  can be recycled,  reuse it ems,  don’ t  use plast ic 

bags,  wat er ef f icient  shower head and l ight  bulbs.  Cat ch bus inst ead of  get t ing 

a l i f t ,  buy recycled paper,  reuse wat er in garden.  I’ m in charge of  recycl ing 

bins.  Part ly it  is because of  being more value conscious.   

 

Can i t  be improved? Most  people t hink i t  can’ t  be changed cause it ’ s j ust  what  

t he environment s doing.  We’ re enhancing it ,  i t s people’ s fault .  It ’ s going t o 

happen but  we’ re making it  worse.  Get t ing t o t he point  where we might  not  be 

able t o f ix i t ,  def init ely reducible.  Choice bet ween t echnology and 

environment ,  as t echnology is progressing t he environment  is impact ed,  

t echnology- cars being buil t ,  new buildings,  as new t echnology is developed 

t hey can develop environment al ly f r iendly product s.  Wast e and disposal issues,  

good recycl ing at  school.   

 

Change l ight bulbs t o save energy,  I did i t ,  not  my dad.  Told dad t o get  a wat er 

t ank.  Cut t ing down t ime in t he shower.  Turning of f  t he power point s and 

l ight swit ches.  Not  using t he dryer,  get t ing solar power st uf f .  Use publ ic 

t ransport ,  walk t o school,  t el l  f r iends t o pick up rubbish.    I’ d rat her walk t o 

school,  even if  i t ’ s raining.  Dad drives t rucks,  lot s of  fumes,  can’ t  change t hat .  

Tel l  f r iends t o pick up rubbish.   

 

It ’ s real ly become a habit  now,  t urn of f  comput er screen,  l ight s.  Can save 

wat er,  Clean Up Aust ral ia day,  plant  a t ree,  most ly t hat  parent s t el l  you what  
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t o do,  t urn of f  l ight s and comput er,  put  rubbish in t he bin,  becomes a habit  

because of  parent s’  example,  recycl ing.   My sist er pract ical ly sit s in darkness,  

always t urning of f  l ight s.  We’ ve changed our whole house.  I t ry t o do t he 

basics,  recycl ing.  We build houses …got  real ly large wat er t anks.  Try not  t o 

t hrow my rubbish away.   

 

Simple Recycl ing,  I t ake t he rubbish out ,  careful  wit h wat er,  reuse wat er,  

energy ef f icient  l ight  bulbs,  showerheads.  Try not  t o use plast ic bags.  Plant  

t rees.  

  

(Ed:comment s f rom a farm boy)  When sowing we direct  dri l l  – less damaging 

on soil    Appl ied for grant  t o prot ect  t he gul ly.  

  

How import ant  is your legacy? You do want  your kids t o have a bet t er l i fe.  

(Prompt ed by a t eacher,  t he count ry st udent s agreed t he farming famil ies had  

much longer t erm planning vision for t heir propert ies and businesses). . . I know 

my dad does.    

 

Showerheads,  don’ t  drive,  walk,  house t hings,  but  don’ t  go out  of  our way,  

dual f lush t oi let ,  appl iances – energy ef f icient  rat ings,  we wat ch for t hese.  Go 

less places in t he car – I choose t o walk.  Plant  a t ree,  sms t o plant  a t ree,   

cat ch t he bus,  car pool.  I do l i t t le t hings.  

 

Is i t  your parent s who real ly ini t iat e t hese t hings? 

No it  is us.    

 

Does i t  mat t er t hat  we do l i t t le t hings ourselves?   

Yes.  No.  It  doesn’ t  t ake much t o make small  changes,  and if  everyone did t his,  

i t  would make a dif ference.   We shouldn’ t  wait  for everyone else t o do i t .   

 

Even if  we change,  it  won’ t  real ly af fect  t he problem 

 

Why is i t  import ant ?  

We won’ t  be able t o l ive in t his cl imat e,  we are not  ‘ cl imat e changeable’ .  

Can’ t  we f ix t his wit h machines,  t echnology? 

 

How import ant  is legacy? 

You can’ t  only care about  t his generat ion.  Not  fair t o dump it  on t hem.  It  might  

be t oo lat e for t hem,  where we can change it  now.   How long has it  been 

around,  why didn’ t  t he people before us do anyt hing.   I don’ t  t hink we can do 

anyt hing unless someone changes t he whole power supply.   Got  t o be big t hen,  

global ,  l ike Eart h Hour,  t he greens.  The most  import ant  person is yourself .  
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In al l  honest y no one want s t o be inconvenienced,  or go out  of  t heir way,  even 

sub consciously.   

 

Is it  real ly t rue t hat  cat ching a bus wil l  make a dif ference?. . .  I real ly want  t o 

know.  

 

I recycle,  I do it  not  j ust  my parent s,  I am pushy about  issues wit h my parent s’  

business.  Plant  a Tree day (communit y not  school).  I am legal ly al lowed t o 

drive but  I choose not  t o.   I choose t o walk t o school.   I recycle a lot .  I don’ t  

use plast ic bags.  I t ime my showers.  I make my fat her t urn everyt hing of f  eg 

t he TV.   I don’ t  do al l  t he f ine t une recycl ing.  I walk t o school once a week 

wit h a f r iend for environment al reasons.   

 

I am not  gonna do anyt hing about  it  … yet .  I am j ust  scept ical t hat  my l i t t le bit   

wil l  mat t er,  i t ’ s not  t hat  I don’ t  care  … I’ m in t he middle on t hat … of fset  by 

t he fact  t hat  we don’ t  use clean power.   Met hane is a much worse gas t han 

ot hers.  

 

Why do you want  t o make changes,  where is your mot ivat ion coming f rom?   

It ’ s our world,  even more worried af t er seeing t he big pict ure in “ an 

inconvenient  t rut h” ,  scary,  see it  on t he news,  parent s are worried.  It ’ s our 

children.  Lit t le t hings won’ t  solve it ,  but  i t  helps.  It  creat es awareness.  We 

should do t hem,  ot her people wil l  get  involved.  Some ot her count r ies are real ly 

bad,  not  healt hy,  lot s of  pol lut ion,  so everyone has t o suf fer.  America and 

China are most  powerful  but  t hey’ re creat ing most  of  t he problem,  what  do 

you do about  t hat ?  Can’ t  inf luence t hem if  t hey’ re t he most  powerful .  

 

Who is responsible? 

 

The UN.  St at e and federal government s.  Maj or world leaders.  Developed 

count ries in general .  Energy suppl iers.  Big companies.  China,  I hat e t heir 

count ry,  biggest  pol lut ers,  smog.  

   

Everybody.  Us 

 

Everybody.  The government .  Everybody has some responsibil i t y,  someone 

signif icant  has t o t ake t he f irst  move- leadership.   More laws wit h 

environment al issues,  funding- budget  coming up.  

 

Everyone.   A lot  of  individuals t hink t hat  someone else wil l  do it .  People t hink 

it ’ s t he pol it icians and leaders who should do t he j ob.  Don’ t  have t he power 

but  can do l i t t le t hings,  encourage wit hin small  communit ies.  If  you have an 

inf luence on t he communit y you should t ake advant age of  t hat .  
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China’ s landmass is 10 met res below sea level so problems if  sea levels rise.   

 

It ’ s our fault ,  gonna happen but  we are responsible,  have t o act ,  even if  we 

didn’ t  invent  al l  t he damaging t hings it s up t o us t o f ix i t ,  i t  is get t ing t o t he 

point  where we might  not  be able t o f ix i t ,  we can reduce it  

 

Everyone’ s problem,  people l ike China need t o l imit  t heir pol lut ion,  f ix t heir 

problem.  Our problem.  

 

If  you do a l i t t le bit  i t  al l  count s,  everyone cont ribut ing small  st uf f  can make a 

huge dif ference.  Put  t he milk cart ons in t he recycl ing bit .  Everyt hing count s.  

Lit t le t hings count ,  but  some of  t hese t hings are out  of  your reach,  out  of  

cont rol ,  so st ick t o small  t hings.  Can’ t  do everyt hing,  have t o leave st uf f  t o 

ot her people.  If  we reduce carbon emissions it  wil l  have a big ef fect  st raight  

away.  

 

Us.  Everybody.   

 

SCHOOL 

 

Subjects with environment  focus 

 

Geography – people and place,  spat ial  equal i t y.  Lot s about  whal ing and 

Japanese research program.   

 

Geography 

 

Geography and science,  biology.  

 

Geography - Yr 11 course,  t opic at  moment  is cl imat e change,  is so pol it ical ,  

we have such big voices,  it  is only 11 of  us,  i t  is so int ense.  Is i t  t he t eacher?  

No,  it  is t he curriculum- class l ikes t o t alk about  it .  In science we are doing 

environment al chemist ry,  so lot s in common.  In science we are doing similar 

t opic,  j ust  doing a lot .   

 

Geography – al l  about  rain,  weat her,  eco-sphere.   Is t here hands on st uf f  in 

geography?  We go out side,  soil  t est ,  some excursions,  t hings down at  t he r iver.   

 

Geography- how t o save it ,  impact  of  greenhouse gas,  sust ainabil i t y,  t r ip t o 

Warragamba dam in Yr 10,  t hey showed a pict ure of  10 years ago – you can 

real ly see.  

 

Science - fossil  fuels,  haven’ t  done greenhouse t his year,  did a bit  in year 9  

only one lesson on global warming 
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Science- const ant  lect uring,  t rying t o prove t hings scient if ical ly,  we’ re al l  evil  

because we are ki l l ing t he environment .   

 

(Is t here a part icular science t eacher who is t he ent husiast  or  is i t  al l  of  

t hem?),  Mrs A.   One subj ect  based on global warming and t his furt hered 

knowledge.   

 

Physics and chemist ry- how t hings af fect  t he environment .  

 

Biology- t alk about  surroundings,  t rees.   

 

Biology- learn about  plant s and animals,  so nat ure.   

 

Agricult ure – drought ,  wat er 

Agricult ure  - nat ural farming,  nat ural grasses - nut rient s,  animals t o get  r id of  

ot her t hings.  Prompt ed a bi t  by t eacher about  pract ical  act ivi t ies in ag)…   

What  do you enj oy about  ag – going out side,  animals,  driving a t ract or.   

 

Primary Agricul t ure1 - Urea t est … t rial  of  oat  sowing . .measuring t he 

dif ferences.  Soil  t est s.   

 

Primary Agricult ure - nat ural farming,  using nat ural grass,  animals t o get  r id of  

pest s,  science t o farming,  soil  t est s,  i t s very pract ical.   Plant ing t rees - It s in 

t he course.   

 

Food t ech – a l i t t le bit  

 

Even doing t hese subj ect s,  we could be more environment al ly conscious eg 

don’ t  use paper,  wood,  do it  on t he comput er,  recycle wood.  

 

Met alwork is more environment al.   No,  what  about  al l  t he energy and resources 

go int o making it  in t he f irst  place.    

 

(Design and t echnology?)  Don’ t  real ly raise issues about  how t o do t he work.   

We j ust  do it .  Maybe more back in yr 8.   

 

Business st udies- how business can be et hical and social ly responsible,  i t ’ s in 

t he curriculum and t he t eacher Ms M.  is real ly environment al and ent husiast ic- 

ent husiasm is a good t hing.   We l ike t he ent husiasm.   

 

Legal st udies.  

                                             
1 Ed:  This might  be t he VET Primary Indust ries course.   
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Design and Technology - product s t hat  have sust ainabil i t y as a fact or,  and 

about  recycled product s.  Looking int o new designs t o improve environment  in 

doing houses.  

Const ruct ion- t rees being cut ,  cut  one down have t o put  anot her one in 

 

Random classes 

 

Our class did a special  assignment  on ‘ an issue’  t hat  we could choose for 

ourselves.   Many did environment al issues eg drought ,  polar bears.   

 

 

Is i t  t he course or t he t eacher? 

 

Geography- Mr P.  is keen.  In Geography,  spent  45 minut es on wast e 

development ,  what  we have t o do,  whet her t hey care or have been t old t o say 

it  hard t o know.  First  t erm,  wow he knows a lot .  This t erm he is repeat ing.  

 

A bit  int imidat ing,  he can be calm and aggressive.  Yes credible,  for ot hers no-

one real ly t akes it  in.    

 

Not  sure if  t he t eachers care,  or if  t hey have t o do i t .  No Mr P is real ly int o i t .   

 

Teachers t alking about  it  doesn’ t  change t he way t hey t hink about  it ,  most  of  

t he grade don’ t  care,  sugar-coat ed and dumbed-down,  get  a bet t er perspect ive 

wat ching t he news.   Only t he SRC has a perspect ive,  not  ot her st udent s.  

 

Ot hers don’ t  care much about  next  generat ion,  enough coal for next  3 

generat ions but  nobody is t hinking t hat  far ahead.  

 

When I f irst  wat ched environment al movies,  t his reinforced my views,  I knew a 

lot  already.  I already did a lot .  Care a lot .  The movie helped t his.    

 

My rol l  cal l  t eacher is obsessive,  and she’ s an Engl ish t eacher.   But  t eachers 

leave t heir l ight s on et c.  Most ly i t  is not  t he subj ect ,  i t  is t he t eacher.   Mr P. ,  

Mr H.  - he is obsessed.   

 

Why are you bot her ing?  Al l  t hanks t o Ms D (Geography t eacher) she hammered 

it  int o us in Geography t eacher).  I didn’ t  care unt i l  I saw Inconvenient  Trut h,  I 

got  al l  t he st at ist ics.  You see it  on t he news plus my dad is concerned.  We are 

always t alking about  i t  in our famil ies.  Parent s t el l  us t o t urn t hings of f ,  t he 

wat er,  Mum hat es i t  when I do t he dishes – so much hot  wat er.   
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Which t eachers are t he most  environment al ly aware?  (Al l ,  loudly: ) Mr B.  

Geography t eacher,  real ly int o it .  Wat ches al l  t he news.  Good t eacher,  t hinks 

t hat  our generat ion is import ant .  Ent husiast ic.  Gives lot s of  informat ion.   

 

Ot her st udent s?  Not  real ly,  probably are but  we don’ t  know about  t hem.   

There is a gir l  in younger years whose family buil t  a solar house.  Jody has solar 

l ight s.   

 

Non- course act ivit ies and awareness.  Apart  from your courses/subjects,  

what  is going on at  this school?  

 

The school is doing a lot  – solar panels,  rainwat er t ank,  using t he leaks t o do 

bird bat h 

 

Are st udent s act ual ly involved in act ivi t ies?   

 

We were supposed t o have helped wit h solar panels,  but  didn’ t  real ly,  ot her 

kids some doing conservat ion,  bushcraf t  as part  of  sport  (an elect ive).  Some Yr 

11 and 12 are doing some st uf f  wit h creek.  We have plant ed t rees,  grown 

vegies,  heaps of  t hem everywhere now.   Did somet hing wit h Mr Bat eman years 

ago,  out  of  school .  Clean Up Aust ral ia Day.   

 

Who are t he ‘ hot ’  environment  people around t he school  

 

Mr B.  (t he geography t eacher).  We l ike him.  He was t alking environment  al l  t he 

way down t o t he snow (on an excursion).  The Principal (t he st udent s explained 

t his was because he l ives on a farm).   The Agricult ure t eacher.   

 

What  about  young people/ ot her st udent s? – Adam R.  (ex Yr 12 st udent ),  won 

lot s of  awards last  year.   

 

SRC.   Wat er t anks,  Clean Up Aust ral ia (which appears t o be a mandat ory 

act ivit y).  Have an area t o clean,  but  half  t he kids j ust  walk around it .  This year 

much more involvement  t han in t he past .  The SRC is t rying t o raise awareness 

on environment al issues,  promot e plant  a t ree.  We t ry t o get  t he message out  

t here,  but  a lot  of  st udent s don’ t  care enough t o l ist en.  SRC decided t o fund 

t he wat er t ank (20,000 l i t res) and did t his,  f rom an SRC Planning day.  

 

Recycl ing at  t his school is good,  get t ing bet t er 

 

Yr 8 is set t ing st andards for t he school,  t heir j ob t o empt y al l  t he blue bins,  

working on t hings t o see what  happens by Yr 12,  t heir j ob t o do t hings 
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Some of  us are in (a school-based act ion group)- t his is a social  j ust ice 

ext ension group,  a lot  of  concern for environment  at  AG,  organising recycl ing 

et c,  st udent s and t he SRC are int o it ,  wrot e a let t er t o Kevin Rudd about  t own 

in Al ice Springs “ Ut opia” .  We have pushed t he whole l ight  t hing…St ickers next  

t o t he l ight s t o remind us t o t urn t hem of f ,  powerpoint s,  air condit ioning.   

School has also done great  j ob wit h new building block,  wel l  designed,  nat ural 

vent i lat ion,  energy ef f icient .  School has dri l led in about  rubbish in bins.  We 

have t imers on l ight s,  classrooms know if  t hey need air-condit ioning or not ,  

more emphasis on people wearing j umpers,  rubbish has t o be put  in bin,  some 

people don’ t  bel ieve in global warming.  Is i t  t eachers or st udent s? … a small  

group of  st udent s.  You can t el l  in classes who real ly cares.  It  is a concern when 

some don’ t  care at  al l .  

 

The school has real ly discouraged us f rom doing st uf f ,  always ot her priorit ies 

l ike HSC result s. . .The st udent s and Mr H.  invent ed our Environment al  

Commit t ee.   It  is a Year 10 t hing.       

 

Lot s of  l i t t ering in school on t he ovals– get s real ly disgust ing at  end of  day,  no 

campaign,  t oo hard,  bins every t wo met res,  kids don’ t  care.  They have a wat er 

t ank – new,  come back f rom hol iday,  new gardens as wel l .  Light s are t imed 

(school ’ s init iat ive,  not  ours.  Ms W.).  St udent s aren’ t  involved in environment al 

act ivit ies.  Used t o be a lot  more st uf f  in primary school.  Used t o go crazy t hen.   

Not  cool t o be environment al (‘ scab’ ) in high school ,  punishment  t o pick up 

rubbish.   New t aps.  Not hing involving st udent s.    

 

The media has a big ef fect .  About  t hree/ four mont hs ago t hey real ly 

campaigned about  t his,  t hen went  quiet .  Was t his Eart h Hour? Who was 

involved wit h t hat ? Most  did a bit .  I only did half  an hour,  we had visit ors.   

 

My brot her at  anot her school ,  each year go out  t o do local parks.  Not  at  t his 

school,  not hing much on recycl ing or wat er issues.   

 

(Is i t  cool  or  not  cool  t o be keen on t he environment ?).   Doesn’ t  phase us.  But  

if  you have hanging around wit h mat es,  it ’ s not  cool,  but  respect  t hem for 

doing somet hing.   It  shouldn’ t  be about  cool,  i t ’ s t oo import ant  for t hat .   

 

Mr M.  He t el ls us he doesn’ t  have TV.   He’ s a good kid,  got  some logic,  yeah.  

He is a mat hs t eacher.  Anot her t eacher runs t o school,  doesn’ t  drive.   

Any st udent s?  George,  he knows everyt hing about  pol it ics… Kevin Rudd,  don’ t  

know about  environment .   

 

Not  much out side of  courses,  don’ t  do much.   
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The school does recycle,  no environment al ly f r iendly l ight  f i t t ings,  we do 

swit ch l ight s of f ,  t eachers are t old t o,  t hey t el l  us t o,  don’ t  necessari ly do i t .  

Cleaner cleans t he playground,  not  us.    

 

Primary versus secondary   They have worm farms,  primary schools are smaller,  

more aware of  what  is going on,   more immediat e,  t his is a big school,  you 

don’ t  always know what  is happening,  t here is a Boardwalk here somewhere,  I 

st i l l  haven’ t  found it  yet  

 

What  can/ should be done in the school? 

 

Don’ t  t hink t here is much t hat  school can do.   

 

Could t urn l ight s out  at  night s,  but  securit y issue.  Big concret e mass,  can’ t  do 

much.  

 

For t he SRC it  t akes a long t ime t o get  t hings going.  Kids don’ t  t ake pride,  lot s 

of  rubbish.  While some care,  many don’ t .   Even if  i t s only one met re away t hey 

don’ t  put  i t  in bin.  Act ual ly probably more do it  t han don’ t .  

  

The l ight s st i l l  on at  night ,  i t  t ook a couple of  years t o get  environment al st uf f  

st art ed,  people don’ t  t ake pride in put t ing rubbish in t he bin.   

 

Science labs do have a veget able pat ch.   

 

 

GREEN JOBS/ SKILLS  

 

Do any of you have jobs at  the moment  

 

KFC,  News agency,  Sydney Foot bal l  St adium,  Frankl ins,  playing foot bal l .   

 

What  are you going to be?  

 

Most  don’ t  have a chosen career pat h at  t his point  (Ed:  only one of  t he eight  

st udent s in t he group) t hough beginning t o form a direct ion t hrough elect ive 

choices 

 

Indust rial  designer/ archit ect ,  int ernat ional st udies,  t he st age,  doct or – 

endrocrinologist ,  t eacher,  j ournal ist ,  marine biologist  (passion for oi l  spil ls – 

how much I hat e t hem),  psychiat rist ,  law,  f inance.    
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Farming,  no idea,  sport ,  media-j ournal ism/ product ion,  navy,  one is doing 

plumbing course at  TAFE,  Navy – marine t echnician 

 

Social  worker 

 

Engineer.  Our careers wil l  probably change t hree or four t imes.   

 

Air force pilot .   

 

 

Can you tell me what  are green jobs?  

 

Jobs wit h Plant s and t rees.  ‘ Bush analysis (great  hilarit y).   Seed bank.   

Economist s.   Environment al engineer.   Environment al  science.   Research for 

cars on making t hem more ef f icient .   

 

Gardener,  geography t eacher,  j anit or,  scient ist  who works on t hese issues eg 

biologist ,  solar power inst al ler,  nuclear power indust ry.   A guy who invent ed a 

mirrored bank of  solar panels t hat  was ult ra powerful .   

 

Some sort  of  scient ist ,  agronomist ,  farmer.    Technology - making cars t hat  are  

hybrid,  et hanol.    

 

Greenies - Green prot est ers,  Greenpeace,  environment ,  science,  

 

Next  door neighbour is t he head of  WWF (World Wildl ife Foundat ion),  UN.   (Ed:  

prompt ed. . . ) Publ ic t ransport  (Ed:  and t his generat ed a discussion about  poor 

publ ic t ransport  opt ions in Sydney. . . ) discouraged t o use publ ic t ransport  in 

Sydney,  in London very advanced,  Lane Cove t unnel is useless,  can’ t  get  a ferry 

pass,  t reat ed badly,  priorit ies might  be in saving l ives so not  int erest ed so 

much in environment al issues.   

 

Greenpeace,  marine biologist ,  park ranger,  t rucks. . .Council .  

 

Advert ising,  Environment al law,  Greenpeace,  government  j obs,  recycl ing 

paper,  recycle phones,  not  using plast ic bags anymore.   

 

What  does Green col lar  mean t o you?   Not hing  

 

Any j ob?     

 

Everyone can be green.   

 

Green skills? 
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Yes,  environment al knowledge.  Environment al consult ant ,  advising how t o be 

green,  probably get  corrupt ed.   

 

I t hink t here should be recycl ing bins in t he cit y.   

 

A green workplace? What  would be going on in an environmentally aware 

workplace (including your current  workplaces)? 

 

(In my ret ail  workplace) Recyclable boxes for chips,  unused newspapers are 

recycled,  machine t o squash boxes.  

 

McDonalds- more environment al issues being addressed,  cut  power for Eart h 

Hour.  We did do Eart h Hour at  McDonalds,  people didn’ t  bel ieve it ,  no ot her 

Maccas in NSW did t his.   We have an environment al group.  We sponsor t hings.    

 

Light ing in buildings- don’ t  need every l ight  on.  Video st ore- not  much t o do.   

 

They’ d be recycl ing paper.  Like Wool ies/ Coles where you can put  your old 

Xmas cards somewhere.  Not  use plast ic bags.   Like Aldi where you have t o use 

t he t rol ley,  no plast ics bags.  I reckon people should be more environment al ly 

aware because it ’ s l ike a big issue,  gonna af fect  everybody.   

 

Green workplaces are bet t er.  Being responsible by being green- more l ikely t o 

buy t heir product s.  It ’ s t heir present at ion,  i f  you see someone who doesn’ t  

care t hen imagine how t hey would t reat  a cl ient .  It ’ s t he st uf f  t hat  real ly 

makes t he news.   People t hink it ’ s out  t here,  dif ferent ,  raises awareness.   

 

Wort h i t  t o get  solar panels even if  only cost s get  back af t er 25 years,  10-15 

years environment al  issues going t o be more import ant - more awareness,  

environment al j obs more sought  af t er in fut ure.  

 

Green business means t hey care more,  so more l ikely t o want  t o be t heir cl ient   

(Ed:  t his was a bit  prompt ed).   

 

The business is more l ikely t o get  in t he news.  Most  would choose t he good 

company,  even if  paid less,  but  not  a lot  less.  Agree it  is a smart  t hing t o do.    

 

Green at t i t udes 

 

Recycl ing paper,  fact ories- way t hey work,  relat es t o most  professions,  impact s 

on everybody not  j ust  environment al j obs.    

 

Say if  you work in an of f ice . . .solar power for comput ers.  
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There are many ways t o produce elect ricit y,  but  people don’ t  do it  as t hey 

t hink it  is unrel iable.   

 

Worker wit h green ski l ls – might  t ake more work,  t ake longer t o do.   

 

 

What  about  t he relat ionship bet ween economy and environment  – host i le,  

good?   

 

Maj orit y of  t he world have been caught  up wit h money and want ing t o succeed,  

need t o change t he world’ s focus,  can’ t  have money if  we don’ t  have an 

environment  t o l ive in,  money is a cause of  environment al problems,  need t o 

f ind a balance bet ween economy and environment .  

 

Business St udies t eacher t alked about  t his…Wall  St  dropping… depression… how 

do we connect  t hese t wo issues/ concerns?  

 

Money can’ t  f ix t he environment .  Talking about  t his in geography yest erday,  

t he more environment al ly f r iendly we’ re becoming,  t he more t he developing 

nat ions are becoming poor…climat e change wil l  af fect  poorer nat ions most ,  not  

buying as many product s f rom Af rica because t hey’ re not  environment al ly 

f r iendly,  have t o make long t erm decisions.  Sad t hat  some people can have so 

much money when so many don’ t  have enough…it ’ s r idiculous.   

 

There’ s no point  f ixing t hings short  t erm.   

 

It ’ s bot h.  You might  be making money sel l ing sheep t o Arabia,  but  t hey don’ t  

want  t o buy because of  mulesing.  

 

Green workplace wil l  make more money.  But  might  cost  more t o run.  But  in t he 

long run. . .   

 

There are advant ages for bot h.  Saving money by not  using as much elect ricit y.  

If  you don’ t  do anyt hing you spend more money t rying t o f ix t he problem.  In 

t he long run if  you don’ t  do anyt hing you wil l  spend more money t rying t o f ix 

t he st uf f  you didn’ t  do in t he f irst  place.  Gonna be hard t o do.  A lot  of  t he 

damage is already done.  Poorer count ries can’ t  af ford it .  How do you address 

t he t ensions eg about  new Chinese consumers?  Improve publ ic t ransport ,  more 

environment al ly f r iendly cars – et hanol pet rol .   

 

China is massive. . .  but  our count ry’ s wealt h is only gained by export ing. .  

environment  would be bet t er but  our count ry wouldn’ t  survive.   (in response t o 

t his point  IC asked Is t here somet hing in t he middle – some kind of  

compromise?)  What  about  nuclear? Mixed views on t his among t he st udent s. . .  

Melt down is unl ikely,  wast e can be managed.  France been doing i t  since 1960s.  
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BHP wil l  make mil l ions of  dol lars and not  cont ribut e t o t he environment .  

Fight ing each ot her,  but  also t rying t o f ind ways t o work t oget her.  Can you 

imagine t he opposit e eg Toyot a wit h hybr id cars?  Yes,  in t he fut ure t hat  

company wil l  have t he advant age,  when it  get s worse.  A lot  of  car engines are 

act ual ly get t ing bigger,  consuming more.  But ,  modern engines are much more 

ef f icient .  Smart  cars.  If  you own a V8. . .you don’ t  real ly care about  t he 

pet rol . . . j ust  drive it .   But  if  you do cheap cars,  everyone wil l  buy t hem,  make 

it  worse.   

 

BMW has released a concept  car,  V10 concept  car. .  a hybrid,   imagine if  t hey 

had done it  10 years ago.  Then ot her companies make t hese cheaper.   

 

Are you interested in acquiring green skills/green jobs?  Do you worry 

about  your career/your future jobs?  Would it  be useful to pay at tent ion to 

green skills?   

 

Less a career,  more a hobby.  

 

Money.  It  must  be in t heir int erest s.  Don’ t  sacrif ice yourself .  But  good t hing in 

it sel f  as wel l .  A l i t t le bit  of  money would not  make t hat  much dif ference.   

Depends if  t he person cares,  and knows somet hing about  it .   You wouldn’ t  have 

t he sat isfact ion of  knowing you are doing somet hing good.   

 

Yes.  No.   No for less money.  Yes because you get  a lot  of  money anyway in 

engineering,  so might  as wel l  be doing somet hing for t he environment ,  do i t  as 

a hobby.   No because I want  t o be an economist ,  an environment al economist  

get s paid not hing.  

 

I won’ t  do a j ob t hat  is green,  but  happy t o have it  as my own int erest .  

 

No issue wit h some environment al focus as long as it  doesn’ t  impede on my 

pay,  condit ions et c.    

 

It  is more l i fest yle t han career.  

 

Yes - Recognit ion.  Employee of  t he mont h.  Feel bet t er.    

 

I would l ike t o make it  dif ferent ,  I t hink t his is more import ant  t han what  I am 

earning.  Like lawyers,  who do t he big environment  cases,  work for cheaper,  

t his is good,  but  I am not  going t o make a career on t he environment .   

 

I would love it .  
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I would do it  i f  convenient ,  and under my t erms.   Can’ t  see t hat  r ight  now.    

 

I would l ike a j ob inf luencing people t o be environment al ly f r iendly,  but  I cant  

do it  because I am small  

Generat ion Y is more concerned about  environment ,  less about  money.   More 

sat isf ied l ives.   More social  ‘ memes’ .    

 

(Incent ive f or green j obs?) 

 Money can be t he incent ive t o become green.  Dif ferent  int erest s.   Someone 

who cares about  t his.   

 

(How do you make decisions about  careers?)  

Money and what  I enj oy.   What  I’ m gonna get  out  of  i t .  Skil ls.  Taking me t o 

bigger places.  What  your mum and dad do (but  I’ m not  gonna work on farms).  

Most / half  of  us wil l  leave t he area.  There’ s not hing in (t his t own).  No wat er in 

(t his t own)…we are on level 5 wat er rest rict ions.  If  you’ re not  gonna farm.   I 

want  t o work where t here’ s t raining.   

 

(The young man who want ed t o be an Air force pilot  -) Green j ob wouldn’ t  be 

pract ical…Just  my point  of  view.   

 

Have t o have t he passion for your j ob,  not  j ust  going t o t ake a j ob because it ’ s 

green.  

 

Science is academical ly int ensive,  have t o have a mot ivat ion/ passion.  Learning 

a j ob is dif ferent  f rom school ,  got  t o commit  for fort y years.  If  you are not  

commit t ed t o environment ,  you wouldn’ t  do it  as a j ob.  Want  t o enj oy it .   

Don’ t  t hink you would j ust  go int o a j ob and make it  green,  unless t hat  is your 

passion.  Def init ely pick a green t inge workplace if  same j ob of fered.   It  would 

be a bet t er workplace.  No negat ives.  For me,  not  big deal.  I real ly wouldn’ t  

t ake it  int o account ,  not  t he main issue.  Locat ion more import ant  t han green.  

Not  everybody does what  t hey’ re doing t o make a dif ference.  

 

I want  an advert ising career so I guess I wil l  have t o advert ise/ sel l  

environment al product s,  so people wil l  buy t hem,  because t hey are good for 

t he environment .   

 

I want  t o be environment al ly f r iendly but  not  real ly chasing t hat  as a career.  

 

In t he fut ure t hose who choose t o have a green t inge t o t heir career,  want  

st rong professional qual if icat ions,  money,  securit y,  st at us are more import ant  

when choosing careers.   Bonus on your resume t o care for t he environment .  
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Government  could creat e an incent ive t o ent er greener j obs.  

 

You have t o have a passion t o do t he environment al  j ob.  

 

I never t hink of  doing environment al careers,  but  ot her careers may come 

before t his… saving l ives.  A lot  of  j obs l ike medicine,  wil l  be import ant  i f  global 

warming doesn’ t  st op. . .bigger need. .  eye disease…so more import ant  even 

t hough we don’ t  want  it  t o happen.  There are a lot  of  careers can make 

adj ust ment s for how t hey do work t o support  environment . . . l ike my int erest  in 

archit ect ure,   plant at ion wood,  t hings l ike t hat .  When I grow up and I have a 

j ob not  in environment …can st i l l  be involved in groups even if  career isn’ t  

relat ed t o environment .  Even as parent s in fut ure,  wit h higher populat ion,  

higher need for packaging and easier product s,  as parent s.  We l ive in such a 

mat erial  world- always want ing new t hings. .  can’ t  we send what  we don’ t  need 

back t o be remade.   People in Hol lywood,  j ust  r idiculous amount  of  money,  

could go t o a t hird world count ry,  i t ’ s crazy t his can happen.   

 

What ’ s t he advant age of  acquir ing green ski l ls?  It ’ s al l  about  money in t he 

end.  Solar panels cost  $50,000 t ake years t o pay of f .  Like hybrid cars,  t oo 

expensive.  Workers don’ t  care - j ust  want  t o do t heir j ob,  not  t o save 

elect ricit y.  Are j obs working against  environment ?  Yeah.  Wil l  t his last ? 

Everyt hing is developing,  probably come up wit h cheaper t echnology,  so should 

change in t he fut ure,  cars won’ t  be running on pet rol  anymore,  oi ls running 

out ,  environment al product s wil l  become cheaper.   

 

Careers and environment  don’ t  mix.   

 

I have t o go t o Uni t o get  a degree for a career,  t o achieve somet hing good. . .no 

t hey wil l  not  choose t he career because of  environment .   

 

IC prompted with a story in favour of  green skills in a more urgent  future 

(because of climate change) Will it  mat ter in ten years t ime,  greenish vs 

non greenish jobs,  do you see how you might  get  ahead,  have sought  after 

skills? 

 

People as t hey get  educat ed,  may decide t o do more green j obs.  Not  real ly.  

Not  real ly not iced.  No one real ly bot hers t o show t hem t hey are doing 

somet hing good.  They are j ust  t he same as everyone else 

 

(Ed:  one group was very quiet  in response,  found t his t oo hard t o answer.   

 

It  wil l  become l ike IT,  so many doing i t ,  t here is oversupply.   
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These j obs wil l  be more sought  af t er in fut ure.  It  would be wort h acquiring 

t hese skil ls.  

 

Can get  good j obs and careers in helping t he environment  

 

If  you have a voice,  inf luence,  you should use it ,  t ake advant age of  it .    

 

Probably depending on how bad t he sit uat ion get s.  Things,  mass numbers,  get  

much cheaper.  New solut ions wil l  arise,  whole cycle again,  expensive at  st art ,  

t hen cheaper.  As it  al l  comes closer t o our doorst ep,  everyone wil l  have t o deal 

wit h it .   (Prompt ed. . . ) Yes,  real ist ic t o t hink t hat  t hese skil ls wil l  become more 

import ant ,  but  not  now.  

 

 

(IC prompt  on green companies r ising due t o changes in environment ).   

 

If  we have t o do it ,  t hen everyone wil l  do i t .   

 

Yes,  for t ransport  companies,  cert ainly would be for a business manager in such 

a company.  The Government  promot es publ ic t ransport  but  it ’ s not  very 

pract ical (especial ly round here).  Pol i t icians t ake t heir cars around- bit  

hypocrit ical .   Transport  needs t o be fast er and more rel iable.   

 

If  some companies have green t inge ot hers might  fol low,  if  everyone’ s doing 

somet hing we al l  can but  if  nobody is t here’ s no point .  

 

 

Pay/ condit ions – eg if  it  was only a few thousand dollars less in the green 

job (everything else being equal) 

 

If  t here was a few t housand dol lars dif ference?  I would t ake t he big pay and 

set  t he ext ra aside for some environment al  issue.     Choose t he one you are 

more comfort able wit h.   If  i t  was $20,000 t hen wel l…$20,000 is a car.   

 

You don’ t  need t hat  much money.     

 

(Ed:  Count ry st udent ) Depends on l ike where it ’ s sit uat ed (Same place,  next  

door).   I don’ t  t hink money wil l  change your decision,  you’ l l  go environment .  I 

probably go environment .  I’ d go money.   

 

Even if  paid sl ight ly less would pick a green j ob.   A lot  less?   Maybe.  

 

More money.  No,  choose t o learn about  t he environment ,  save on your own 

bil ls.  More pay.  Moral is good,  but  be real ist ic.  (Ed:  This group was spl it  in half  
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on t his issue).  Just  depends on whet her you want  t o be involved in 

environment .   

 

 

How do you find out  about  pathways to these jobs?   

 

We are going t o a career Expo,  our career advisor cares about  t his.  Not  yet ,  not  

much informat ion.  Cost s money t o do a barist a course.    

 

Is Yr 10 too early to be thinking about  career?  

 

No,  it  is a good t ime t o st art  t hinking,  working t owards t hings.   (Ed:  Half  of  

t hese st udent s had j obs,  most ly in ret ail ).   

 

Have you been t o green workplaces?   No 

Who do you listen to about  careers? Where do you get  career  advice from?  

We are al l  going t o Uni.   Talk t o parent s.  

Careers advisor.   Parent s are t he main inf luencers.  But  i t  is your personal it y as 

wel l .  Teachers     

What  should we do to get  students more interested in green skills/ jobs etc 

What  can be done to increase involvement  by young people,  including at  

school? How could we communicate this bet ter? What  is an interest ing way 

to get  the facts? How do we t rigger students’  interest  in green issues?  

 

Wiki i t ,  pict ures,  cart oon,  dump ice in t he ocean,  fut urama.     

Advert ise.   Subl iminal messages in t hings kids wat ch.  Make more movie 

charact ers green so people aspire t o be l ike t hem.   Use t hings t hat  are going t o 

int erest  young people.   Get  t eens in,  use a graf f i t i  look.  Scare t hem,  if  i t  you 

don’ t  help it  wil l  ki l l  you,  t his wil l  happen t o you.   Pay more.   Give t hem t he 

int erest ing fact s.  Make it  cool.   

 

More hands on st uf f .  Bonuses.   Nice people.  Relaxed at mosphere.   

Lead by example.  Does t his work f or  you?  Yes it  does.   Creat e more 

opport unit ies t o act ively do somet hing.   

Put  st uf f  on MySpace,  et c.  Do l i t t le messages on t he net .   Most  of  us use My 

Space.  Put  it  on Halo (a net  game).   Make a game - rebel t ree plant ers.    
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Need physical proof ,  f ind t hings t hat  t hey f ind import ant  eg surf ing… t he 

beaches t hat  you love wil l  be ruined.   

 

Be given fact s,  Al Gore,  we saw t he power point  present at ion,  he’ s amazing.  

Some people don’ t  relat e t o him because t hey don’ t  relat e t o his pol it ical  

views,  should be admired t hat  he’ s put t ing in ef fort ,  you have t o want  t o t ake 

it  in,  someone said his house is real ly energy consuming.  Fact s import ant ,  but  

bet t er if  t hey’ re t old by someone t hey know and respect .  Family,  parent s play 

a real ly import ant  role in developing views and at t i t udes.  My dad is so social ly 

aware,  st rongest  impact  on me.   

 

Some people l ike t he way t heir l i fe is working,   j ust  don’ t  want  t o make 

changes,  used t o rout ine.  Have t o change mindset  rat her t han t heir l ives,  need 

t o get  t he big pict ure.  Don’ t  care about  t he fut ure but  more people are st uck 

in t he now.  A real leader should be looking t o t he fut ure.  Young people should 

have a bigger voice.   

 

Show t hat  you can have environment  on your CV.   Like as part  of  your degree.  

Government  t o give a bonus for doing t his st udy at  Uni.    

 

Last  year coming out  of  t he mot or show,  amazing pict ures on real ly big issues,  

. . .povert y et c. . . incredible st at ist ics,  in Darl ing Harbour,  t hat  was amazing.   

Get s your at t ent ion,  looked at  every pict ure.  Real ly made you t hink about  it .  

I t hink rel igion should do somet hing about  t he environment .   They have t he 

power t o inf luence.   If  t he pope said…let s do t his… look how much inf luence he 

has.   My rabbi is quit e environment al.    

We don’ t  have t he power in indust ry,  in companies.  Power t o do anyt hing.  We 

do have t he power t o do l i t t le t hings in our own l ives,  we can do st uf f .  Do you 

t hink t his can make a di f f erence?  Yes,  but  also a bad t hing,  because maybe we 

don’ t  t hink about  t he big pict ure t hen.   

 

Environment al choices show up everywhere eg even in concert s you can choose 

t o get  environment al t hings – of f set  your emission.   

 

Some companies exploit  t his eg t oilet  paper,  but  real ly not  green.   Everyone is 

j ust  out  t o make a prof it …What  do you do about  t his scept icism?  Do you t hink 

t here is real ly an issue?  Yes,  yes,  yes.   The age old problem,  people want  

money.  It ’ s a hot  advert ising gimmick.  Slap t he word green on,  l ike diet  st uf f .  

 

What  would be a credible message?  Cat alyst ,  ABC,  somet hing l ike t he 

environment al ly f r iendly version of  t he Heart  Foundat ion t ick… but  not  al low it  

t o be bought  l ike McDonalds did,   independent  credible source,  i t  must  be 
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monit ored eg by t he government ,  l ike t he rat ings on elect ronic appl iances,  at  

least  you have a choice,  government  should do more on t his.   

 

The big messages are coming f rom out side.  

 

Need t o scare people more.  Movies.   

 

Show t hem t he fact s.  Though some kids t end t o ignore obvious issues,  even 

t hough t he environment  has been going on for years,  i t s not  t heir fault ,  t heir 

problem,  t here’ s not hing t hey can do.  They don’ t  t hink t hey’ re gonna be 

direct ly af fect ed,  don’ t  t hink t hey’ re going t o be direct ly ef fect ed,  short  t erm 

mindset .  

 

How would you break t hrough t hat ?  Show t hem what  is going on,  have t o see 

it  not  j ust  hear about  it .  Even t hough it ’ s not  direct ly af fect ing t hem.  Like we 

did at  Warragamba Dam. You have t o see it  t o bel ieve i t .  Get t ing out side cause 

t hat ’ s where it ’ s happening,  more fun.  Show t he benef it s.  If  everyone does 

somet hing l i t t le it  can creat e awareness.  

 

Advert ise- pop ups on t he int ernet ,  bi l lboards,  TV,  sport ,  i f  you see your 

heroes/ celebrit ies doing it  you’ l l  get  inspired,  t urn l ight s of f  in of f ices,  

shopping cent res,  t urn t he heat er of f ,  more init iat ives.  

 

Media and pol it icians j ust  whinge.  Why don’ t  t he pol it icians do t hings? 

Most ly t eenagers are on t he int ernet .  TV t he biggest  one.  I wat ch al l  t he news.  

Cable.  A lot  of  people wat ch t he foot bal l .  Has t o hit  you,  see it .  People have  

t o get  out  t here and do st uf f .   Celebrit ies.  Get  inspired.   

 

St art  f rom t he school,  we are in school f ive days a week so it  must  st art  here,  

st art  early t o change at t i t udes before ent ering t he workplace 

 

More excursions.  

 

See some of  it  on TV.   Eart h Hour – t here’ s always l ight s on t he of f ices,  why do 

we have t o have t hat .  Turn t hem of f ,  t urn t he heat er of f .   Turn t hat  Coke ad 

of f  af t er 10pm.   

 

Have you been t o green workplaces?  No 

 

You wil l  need t o know more st uf f  t o change t o t he new cl imat e.  

 

Raise awareness.  Of fer scholarships t o get  people int erest ed.  Workshops- f ree 

t hings t o t each people.  Doing pract ical st uf f .  Having my f riends involved.   
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If  t eachers encouraged it ,  we would do more.  But  many ‘ j ust  preaching’ ,  need 

t o be more ent husiast ic.  

 

(Ed:  In response t o a prompt  about  a proposal for an environment al audit  of  t he 

school,  t o calculat e it s carbon foot print ,  general ly t he st udent s found it  

int erest ing,  and were part icularly int erest ed t o be compared t o ot her schools.  

 

Music.   Excursions,  can’ t  learn everyt hing in a classroom,  get  out .  Do a song.  

Get  out  and have a look.    

 

Can’ t  learn everyt hing f rom a classroom,  bet t er t o be looking and t ouching,  

schools is more concerned wit h syl labus t han int erest .  

 

Quest acon,  compet it ion for greenest  school ,  writ ing it  down doesn’ t  do 

anyt hing,  combinat ion of  t heory and pract ical,  school has veget able pat ch,   

 

More pract ical st uf f .  

 

Talking t o ot her st udent s- incent ive,  make it  fun.   How t he t eacher present s it .   

Class discussions are good t o get  involved,  t oo many overheads,  depends on t he 

st udent s way of  learning.   It ’ s al l  about  t he person.   Science clubs did lot s of  

class discussions,  t his is good.   

 

Primary schools are very green.   

What  makes a good t eacher? 

Doesn’ t  get  side t racked.  Babble on,  bore you t o deat h,  make it  more 

int erest ing,hands-on.    

 



Appendix C 

Focus Group Discussion Guide 

Introduction  

Thanks everyone for volunt eering for t his 

• Here t o t alk about  your at t it udes t o t he environment  

• You are one person represent ing lot s of  ot her young people at  school - want  t o hear f rom al l  

of  you 

• No right  answer.  My j ob is t o f ind out  what  folks are t hinking,  not  what  t hey ought  t o be 

t hinking (so j ust  be yourselves…) 

• I wil l  be doing a record of  t he discussions,  but  it  is al l  conf ident ial and anonymous.  We wont  

be dobbing you for anyt hing.  If  you are int erest ed in t he f inal report ,  let  … know, we wil l  

send a copy t o t he school.   At  end,  DSF web cont act  det ails if  you int erest ed in what  DSF is 

doing.   

• Int ro – name, year,  main elect ive subj ect s,  - at  some st age get  on a board t he various 

subj ect s where st udent s have become aware of  env as an issue 

 

What’s in the news 

• Set  t he cont ext  ( mins) 

 what  are t he big t opics of  discussion right  now for you and your group of  f riends or your 

communit y (cont ext  - see how t op of  mind environment  is and how it ’ s t alked about ,  

what  language used) 

How, from whom do you get your news 

Environment 

• Explore environmental issues ( mins) 

 Use t he language used in t he group f rom here forward,  eg what  does ‘ environment ’  

‘ carbon foot print ’  'green' ‘ cl imat e change’  or 'sust ainabil it y' mean t o you 

 Is sust ainabil it y t he issue it ’ s being made out  t o be? Does it  warrant  our at t ent ion - 

why/ why not   

 who are t he model cit izens/ leaders/ groups/ indust ries out  t here in t his space and why 

 

What  are t he buzz words? What  do you make of  t hem (what  do they mean semant ical ly and in 

pract ice).   (ice melt ,  al gore,  et c ) 

 

Thinking about  sust ainabil it y,  ident ify some key st rands (or get  t hem t o t ry and do it  – wast e,  

energy ef f iciency,  prot ect ion for nat ural environment ),  t ease out  how specif ic t heir knowledge 

is…. 
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YOU AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

The cont inuum – self  rat ing on  

1.  knowledge/ awareness of  t he issues 

2.  Then care 

3.  t hen act ion 

Then hand out  t he form – and get  f irst  t hings f i l led in.  

 

What do you actually do? 

What do you feel about it? 

Overview of personal impact/actions  

• Do your f riends/ how do t hey pract ice sust ainabil i t y – probe general ly and t hen at  home and 

school 

• do you/ how do you pract ice sustainabil i t y – probe for general ly and at  home/ school 

• At  home? Does anyone t alk about  t his.  Who is t he ‘ greenest ’  person you know? Do you l ike 

t hem?  Why,  why not ? 

• explore t he spect rum of  ‘ green’  – using board – someone who is at  one end vs.  someone at  

t he ot her – what  focusing on,  what  doing,  what  not  doing – again probe for general ly and at  

home,  possibly in work sit uat ions 

• where are you on t he spect rum - probe for superf icial engagement  v real bel ief  in t he 

agenda – what  t hey are doing,  what  not  doing,  what  t hey would do if  t hey could (if  was 

af fordable,  if  your communit y support ed it )  

• What  are you buying int o and why?  What  are you considering and why?   

Responsibility focus  

• How much does t his mat t er t o you? Why,  why not ?  Your family,  your fut ure,  you fut ure 

family? 

• Who is most  responsible for sust ainabil it y – unprompt ed,  t hen give t hem prompt s:   you,  

family,  communit y,  school,  local council ,  government ,  business (get  t o det ails on business,  

name specif ic t ypes of  businesses) et c  (do a rat ing across t hem – red dot s on a chart ).   Do 

t his as a game.  The “ Blame Game”  

• What  about  your f riends.  Are t hey responsible? 

• What  are your responsibil it ies?  If  I t old you t o do t hree t hings eg short er showers,  recycle 

your own notes,  t urn of f  l ight s around the house.   How int erest ed?   
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SCHOOL FOCUS 

Courses 

• At  t his school,  is t here a focus on env and sust ainabil it y issues? Is it  in your 

subj ect s/ courses,  or ot her st uf f  in school?  Which courses (get  t hese up on a board,  get  

t hem t o rat e t he value and enj oyment  of  t he subj ect s,  t opics).   

 

• Who are t he t eachers who you t hink are hot  on t his t opic,  what  subj ect s? What  do you t hink 

of  t hem? Who is t he most  inspiring person you know on t hese issues?  

 

• Do you remember anyt hing f rom primary school? 

 

Non courses 

• Is t he school doing anyt hing it self ,  as an organisat ion,  about  t his? What  is it ? Could it  do 

more? What ? 

• What are the most practical things you have learned to do?  From where,  whom?  

• What could the school be doing that it isn’ t now. Would you join in for this,  get 

involved? Your friends? 

 

• What turns you off/on about these issues?   

 

People and drivers 

Possible prompt  wit h a l ist  of  t hings being done,  could be done,  t hen check int erest  

WORKPLACE FOCUS  

Who has a job?  What  is going on in t hese workplace t hat  is environmental ly aware 

Think forward into the future.   You left school,  done tafe,  uni,  got your first job….. tell me 

about green job… 

 

• Think again about  what  it  means t o be env sustainable? What  occupat ions or workplaces 

would go ont o t he l ist  if  you were t hinking about  green/ sust ainable/ environment ? (use t heir 

own words).   

Do you think there are ‘green collar’  skills and jobs.  What would these look like/be like? 

• Your parents indust ry/ j ob – where does your occupat ion/ workplace f it  on t he spect rum 

(show green spect rum board) & why – probe what  t hey are doing,  not  doing & why 

 

• If  you were t he boss,  what  changes could/ would  you make?   

How would/ do t hese green occupat ions or workplaces dif fer f rom normal workplaces or 

occupat ions?  Probe for pride,  st at us,  qual it y,  smart  pract ices,  success,  opportunit ies created 

for workers and businesses (if  necessary probe out  of  t he st ereot ypes here and ask "could a 

normal j ob - say a plumber or an of f ice worker be considered green - how might  t his look?) 

 

Would you be interested in green and greenish jobs.   Why,  why not? 

• Do you t hink ‘ green j obs’  might  be a growt h area for j obs in t he fut ure? How import ant ?  If  

t his was t he case,  would you be looking t o get  involved once you leave school/ TAFE/  uni?   

• Would you be int erest ed in developing such skil ls in your fut ure j obs/ careers?  Why,  why 

not ?  Personal reasons – money,  promot ion,  et c vs env reasons – good for t he count ry.   

Would you choose a green col lar company over a non green col lar? What  if  t he pay were 
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sl ight ly less?   

 

What are the pathways to this kind of work,  and the sources of advice? What would help 

you find or be attracted to this kind of work? 

 

• Has anyone ever t alked t o you about  t his kind of  work? Who? 

• How useful would more informat ion,  t raining,  pract ice on such skil ls be at  school?  

 

• Do you t hink school has a role in connect ing t o t hese kinds of  j obs and skil ls? How? What ?  

Career advice,  skil l  courses?  

Do you worry about  your career/ your fut ure j obs?  Would it  be useful  t o pay at t ent ion t o 

green skil ls?   

Who do you l ist en t o about  careers. Who inf luences you?  

 

What should we do to get students more interested in green skills/ jobs etc 
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