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&OREWORD
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4HIS฀ELEVENTH฀EDITION฀
OF฀(OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀
ARE฀&ARING฀�(90!&	฀
COMES฀AT฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀
AND฀UNSETTLING฀TIME฀
FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
IN฀!USTRALIA�฀)N฀THE฀
WAKE฀OF฀BOTH฀RECENT฀
ECONOMIC฀INSTABILITY฀
AND฀LONGER฀TERM฀
STRUCTURAL฀CHALLENGES�฀
THE฀CONDITIONS฀OF฀
EARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀FOR฀
YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀HAVE฀
DETERIORATED฀IN฀�����฀

)T฀IS฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀IN฀PARTICULAR�฀
WHO฀FEEL฀THE฀IMPACT฀OF฀AN฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN�฀%ARLIER฀THIS฀YEAR�฀THE฀
/RGANISATION฀FOR฀%CONOMIC฀#O
OPERATION฀
AND฀$EVELOPMENT฀�/%#$	฀OBSERVED฀IN฀
ITS฀REPORT�฀*OBS฀FOR฀9OUTH�฀!USTRALIA�฀THAT฀

±PAST฀EXPERIENCE฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀IN฀
!USTRALIA�฀LIKE฀IN฀MOST฀OTHER฀/%#$฀
COUNTRIES�฀ANY฀DETERIORATION฀IN฀LABOUR฀
MARKET฀CONDITIONS฀IS฀DISPROPORTIONALLY฀
FELT฀BY฀THE฀YOUTH²�฀

5NEMPLOYMENT฀AMONG฀TEENAGERS฀
HAS฀SHARPLY฀INCREASED฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀
��฀MONTHS�฀WITH฀A฀STEEPER฀INCREASE฀
FOR฀YOUNG฀MALES�฀!฀RISE฀IN฀TEENAGE฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀OF฀OVER฀SIX฀PER฀CENT฀OVER฀
THE฀LAST฀��฀MONTHS฀IS฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀LARGEST฀
ANNUAL฀INCREASES฀EXPERIENCED฀BY฀THIS฀
GROUP฀IN฀��฀YEARS�฀

#ONTRAST฀THIS฀TO฀THE฀PERIOD฀BEFORE฀THE฀
GLOBAL฀FINANCIAL฀CRISIS�฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
FOR฀YOUTH฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀WAS฀AT฀THE฀LOWEST฀
RECORDED฀LEVEL฀SINCE฀THE฀����S�฀4O฀SOME฀
EXTENT�฀THIS฀LOW฀LEVEL฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
REFLECTS฀GREATER฀NUMBERS฀OF฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀CHOOSING฀TO฀STUDY฀BEFORE฀
ENTERING฀THE฀WORKFORCE�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀
GROWTH฀IN฀PART
TIME฀RATHER฀THAN฀FULL

TIME฀WORK�฀"UT฀AFTER฀A฀��฀YEAR฀PERIOD฀
OF฀UNINTERRUPTED฀ECONOMIC฀GROWTH฀
PRIOR฀TO฀THE฀GLOBAL฀FINANCIAL฀CRISIS�฀NO฀
MAJOR฀GAINS฀WERE฀MADE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀JOB฀
OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS�฀

4HE฀SHARP฀RISE฀IN฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀
WORK฀SINCE฀����฀REFLECTS฀A฀REVERSAL฀OF฀
THE฀PREVIOUS฀DOWNWARD฀TREND�฀3CHOOL฀
LEAVERS฀FACE฀GREATER฀DIFFICULTY฀MAKING฀
THE฀TRANSITION฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET�฀
4RENDS฀IN฀TRANSITION฀VIA฀PATHWAYS฀OTHER฀
THAN฀HIGHER฀EDUCATION฀HAVE฀SLOWED฀
AND�OR฀STAGNATED�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀AFTER฀
A฀DECADE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀
TEENAGERS฀UNDERTAKING฀TRAINEESHIPS฀฀
AND฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀HAS฀INCREASED฀
YEARLY�฀ESTIMATES฀FOR฀����฀INDICATE฀฀
A฀HALT฀TO฀THIS฀TREND�

4HE฀IMPLICATIONS฀OF฀THESE฀FINDINGS฀ARE฀
BROAD฀AND฀COMPLEX�฀"ARRIERS฀FACED฀BY฀
NEW฀ENTRANTS฀TO฀THE฀WORKFORCE฀HAVE฀
POTENTIALLY฀SERIOUS฀MID
TO
LONG฀TERM฀
CONSEQUENCES฀RELATED฀TO฀LACK฀OF฀TRAINING�฀
EXPERIENCE�฀EROSION฀OF฀CONFIDENCE฀AND฀
LACK฀OF฀FINANCIAL฀SECURITY�฀4HE฀MOST฀
VULNERABLE฀CONTINUE฀TO฀COME฀FROM฀LOW฀
SOCIOECONOMIC฀STATUS฀BACKGROUNDS฀AND฀
LIVE฀IN฀REGIONAL฀AND฀REMOTE฀AREAS�฀4HE฀
ECONOMIC฀ENVIRONMENT฀AND฀STRUCTURAL฀
BARRIERS฀TO฀PARTICIPATION฀ALSO฀SUGGEST฀
OTHER฀DIMENSIONS฀THAT฀REQUIRE฀CLOSER฀
ATTENTION฀AND฀ACTION฀THROUGH฀POLICY฀AND฀
GRASSROOTS฀CHANGE�฀

4HIS฀EDITION฀OF฀(OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀
&ARING฀INCLUDES฀ADDITIONAL�฀IMPORTANT฀
INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE´S฀
WELLBEING�฀-UCH฀OF฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀IN฀
THE฀SENSE฀OF฀WELLBEING฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
IS฀RELATED฀TO฀CAREERS�฀EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀
MONEY�฀5NDERSTANDABLY�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
WHO฀ARE฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀EXPERIENCE฀CONSIDERABLE฀
STRESS฀IN฀RELATION฀TO฀THEIR฀FINANCIAL฀
CIRCUMSTANCES�฀4HE฀BROADER฀LANDSCAPE฀
OF฀WELLBEING฀IS฀OF฀COURSE฀MUCH฀MORE฀
COMPLEX�฀BUT฀THE฀OBJECTIVE฀INDICATORS฀
USED฀IN฀THIS฀REPORT฀PROVIDE฀VALUABLE฀
INSIGHT฀INTO฀A฀KEY฀ASPECT฀OF฀THE฀QUALITY฀
OF฀LIFE฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�

$ESPITE฀THESE฀CONFRONTING฀TRENDS�฀MANY฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀HAVE฀A฀POSITIVE฀OUTLOOK฀IN฀
RELATION฀TO฀THE฀POPULATION฀AT฀LARGE�฀4HE฀
CHALLENGE฀TO฀ALL฀OF฀US฀IS฀TO฀PROVIDE฀THEM฀
WITH฀AS฀MANY฀OPPORTUNITIES฀AS฀POSSIBLE฀
TO฀REALISE฀THEIR฀FULL฀POTENTIAL�฀

)N฀PUBLISHING฀THIS฀RESEARCH�฀%DUCATION฀
&OUNDATION�฀A฀DIVISION฀OF฀4HE฀
&OUNDATION฀FOR฀9OUNG฀!USTRALIANS�฀
IS฀PROUD฀TO฀CONTINUE฀THE฀WORK฀OF฀THE฀
$USSELDORP฀3KILLS฀&ORUM฀IN฀PRODUCING฀
QUALITY฀INDEPENDENT฀RESEARCH�฀&9!฀IS฀
VERY฀GRATEFUL฀TO฀THE฀#ENTRE฀FOR฀0OST

COMPULSORY฀%DUCATION฀AND฀,IFELONG฀
,EARNING฀AT฀THE฀5NIVERSITY฀OF฀-ELBOURNE฀
AND฀ESPECIALLY฀TO฀3TEPHEN฀,AMB฀AND฀฀
,YN฀2OBINSON฀FOR฀THEIR฀EXCELLENT฀WORK�

$R฀,UCAS฀7ALSH
3ENIOR฀%XECUTIVE�฀2ESEARCH
4HE฀&OUNDATION฀FOR฀9OUNG฀!USTRALIANS



+EY฀½NDINGS
%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀฀
AND฀WORK�฀TEENAGERS฀

��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀฀
ARE฀WORKING฀FULL
TIME�

-ORE฀FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES฀ARE฀IN฀฀฀�
FULL
TIME฀STUDY�
-ALES฀ARE฀MORE฀OFTEN฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀฀�
WORK�฀

��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀ARE฀NOT฀฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀WORK฀OR฀STUDY�฀

3UCH฀MARGINALISATION฀IS฀SLIGHTLY฀฀�
GREATER฀AMONG฀FEMALES�฀MORE฀
FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES฀ARE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀
WORK฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀
ALTHOUGH฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀IS฀HIGHER฀
AMONG฀MALES�
!MONG฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAVE฀LEFT฀FULL
TIME฀฀�
EDUCATION�฀WITHDRAWAL฀FROM฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀�AND฀POSSIBLY฀HIDDEN฀
UNEMPLOYMENT	฀IS฀TWICE฀AS฀HIGH฀FOR฀
FEMALES฀AS฀FOR฀MALES�

4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED฀HAS฀RISEN฀SHARPLY฀SINCE฀
�����฀REVERSING฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀฀
DOWNWARD฀TREND�

2ATES฀OF฀MARGINAL฀ATTACHMENT฀TO฀THE฀฀�
LABOUR฀MARKET฀INCREASED฀BETWEEN฀
����฀AND฀�����฀(ISTORICALLY฀THESE฀
RATES฀HAVE฀GENERALLY฀BEEN฀HIGHER฀
FOR฀FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES�฀AND฀THIS฀
REMAINS฀THE฀CASE฀IN฀�����

4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀฀�
AND฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
DECREASED฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀IN฀�����฀
4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀IN฀NON
฀�
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀HAS฀FLATTENED฀SINCE฀
�����฀AND฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀IN฀SCHOOL฀
HAS฀FALLEN฀SLIGHTLY�฀
1UEENSLAND฀AND฀6ICTORIA฀ARE฀฀�
THE฀STATES฀RECORDING฀THE฀GREATEST฀
INCREASES�฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀�����฀
IN฀PERCENTAGES฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀
EARNING฀OR฀LEARNING�
6ERY฀FEW฀TEENAGERS฀COMBINE฀PART
฀�
TIME฀STUDY฀AND฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀WITH฀
AROUND฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
DOING฀SO฀IN฀�����

5NEMPLOYMENT฀AMONG฀TEENAGERS฀฀
HAS฀JUMPED฀SHARPLY฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀฀
��฀MONTHS�฀WITH฀A฀STEEPER฀INCREASE฀฀
FOR฀MALES฀THAN฀FEMALES�฀

5NEMPLOYMENT฀HAS฀RISEN฀FROM฀฀฀�
����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀-AY฀����฀TO฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀IN฀-AY฀�����฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀LARGEST฀
ANNUAL฀INCREASES฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀OVER฀
THE฀PAST฀TWO฀DECADES�฀
4HE฀INCREASE฀WAS฀HIGHER฀FOR฀MALES�฀฀�
JUMPING฀BY฀���฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀
COMPARED฀TO฀���฀POINTS฀FOR฀FEMALES�฀

(IGHER
LEVEL฀6%4฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀
INCLUDING฀APPRENTICESHIPS�฀ARE฀
IMPORTANT฀TRAINING฀PATHWAYS฀฀
FOR฀TEENAGERS�

!FTER฀A฀DECADE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀฀�
PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀
UNDERTAKING฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀AND฀
TRAINEESHIPS฀INCREASED฀EACH฀YEAR�฀
ESTIMATES฀FOR฀����฀SUGGEST฀THERE฀฀
HAS฀BEEN฀A฀HALT฀TO฀THIS฀TREND�฀
.ATIONALLY�฀IN฀����฀THE฀PROPORTION฀฀�
OF฀TEENAGE฀MALES฀DOING฀AN฀
APPRENTICESHIP฀OR฀TRAINEESHIP฀฀
WAS฀DOUBLE฀THAT฀OF฀FEMALES฀฀
���฀PER฀COMPARED฀WITH฀�฀PER฀CENT	�
/F฀TEENAGERS฀WHO฀COMMENCED฀A฀฀�
TRAINING฀CONTRACT฀IN฀�����฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀WERE฀MALES฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
FEMALES�฀WITH฀MALES฀PREDOMINATING฀
IN฀THE฀TRADES฀AND฀FEMALES฀IN฀THE฀
NON
TRADES�
4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀SHIFT฀TOWARDS฀฀�
PART
TIME฀ARRANGEMENTS�฀BETWEEN฀
����฀AND฀�����฀WHILE฀NUMBERS฀
OF฀TEENAGERS฀COMMENCING฀
APPRENTICESHIPS฀GREW�฀FULL
TIME฀
TRAINING฀DECLINED฀AS฀A฀PROPORTION฀฀
OF฀TOTAL฀COMMENCEMENTS�฀

VI฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

%XPLANATORY฀.OTES
!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES�฀UNLESS฀
SEPARATELY฀IDENTIFIED�฀APPRENTICES฀
AND฀TRAINEES฀MAY฀BE฀IN฀ONE฀OF฀SEVERAL฀
CATEGORIES฀DEPENDING฀ON฀HOW฀THEY฀฀
HAVE฀REPORTED฀THEIR฀ACTIVITY฀AT฀THE฀฀
TIME฀OF฀!"3฀SURVEY�

&ULL
TIME฀WORK�฀WORK฀INVOLVING฀��฀HOURS฀
OR฀MORE฀PER฀WEEK�

0ART
TIME฀WORK�฀WORK฀INVOLVING฀LESS฀
THAN฀��฀HOURS฀PER฀WEEK�

.OT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀REFERS฀TO฀THOSE฀
NOT฀IN฀WORK฀AND฀NOT฀SEEKING฀WORK�

5NEMPLOYED�฀REFERS฀TO฀THOSE฀NOT฀
EMPLOYED฀IN฀THE฀WEEK฀OF฀THE฀SURVEY�฀฀
AND฀WHO฀HAD฀ACTIVELY฀LOOKED฀FOR฀AND฀
WERE฀AVAILABLE฀FOR฀WORK฀IN฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀
FOUR฀WEEKS�

3CHOOL฀COMPLETERS�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀
HAVE฀ATTENDED฀SCHOOL฀AND฀COMPLETED฀
9EAR฀���฀

%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀฀
WHO฀HAVE฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀WITHOUT฀
COMPLETING฀9EAR฀���฀

9EAR฀��฀OR฀EQUIVALENT�฀COMPLETION฀OF฀
A฀SCHOOL฀CERTIFICATE฀�SUCH฀AS฀THE฀3OUTH฀
!USTRALIAN฀#ERTIFICATE฀OF฀%DUCATION฀OR฀
THE฀4ASMANIAN฀#ERTIFICATE฀OF฀%DUCATION	฀
OR฀AN฀EQUIVALENT฀QUALIFICATION฀DEFINED฀฀
AS฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀)))฀OR฀HIGHER�฀

2OUNDING�฀ROWS�COLUMNS฀IN฀TABLES฀฀
AND฀FIGURES฀MAY฀NOT฀SUM฀TO฀�����฀DUE฀฀
TO฀ROUNDING�



%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀฀
AND฀WORK�฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀

4RANSITION฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀IS฀
BECOMING฀MORE฀DIFFICULT฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS�

&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀WAS฀LESS฀OF฀AN฀OPTION฀฀�
FOR฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀IN฀�����฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀THERE฀WAS฀
ABOUT฀A฀TEN฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀DROP฀฀
IN฀MALE฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀ENTERING฀฀
FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀
4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀฀�
NOT฀EARNING฀OR฀LEARNING฀HAD฀BEEN฀
DECLINING฀OVER฀RECENT฀YEARS�฀BUT฀THIS฀
FIGURE฀JUMPED฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀�BY฀
NINE฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS	฀FROM฀�����฀
REACHING฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀
-ORE฀THAN฀ONE฀THIRD฀OF฀SCHOOL฀฀�
LEAVERS฀WERE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀
�����฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀IN฀PART
TIME฀
WORK�฀UNEMPLOYED�฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀ALL฀INCREASED฀OVER฀THE฀
LEVELS฀AMONG฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀IN฀THE฀
PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀

(OWEVER฀COMPLETION฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀
CONTINUES฀TO฀CONFER฀BENEFITS�฀

3CHOOL฀COMPLETION฀INCREASES฀THE฀฀�
LIKELIHOOD฀OF฀UNDERTAKING฀FURTHER฀
STUDY�฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL฀IN฀�����฀
TWO฀THIRDS฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS฀
CONTINUED฀ON฀TO฀SOME฀KIND฀OF฀FULL

TIME฀OR฀PART
TIME฀EDUCATION฀IN฀�����
%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WHO฀DO฀NOT฀฀�
CONTINUE฀IN฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀ALSO฀
DISADVANTAGED฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀฀
MARKET฀°฀THEY฀ARE฀LESS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀AND฀MORE฀LIKELY฀฀
TO฀BE฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀MARKET�

%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀฀
AND฀WORK�฀YOUNG฀ADULTS

!MONG฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
ARE฀WORKING฀FULL
TIME฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�

4HERE฀ARE฀MARKED฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀฀�
IN฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀STUDYING฀FULL

TIME�฀ALMOST฀ONE฀THIRD฀OF฀FEMALES฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀JUST฀OVER฀ONE฀QUARTER฀
OF฀MALES�฀
&IVE฀IN฀TEN฀MALES฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀฀�
JOBS�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀FOUR฀IN฀TEN฀
FEMALES�฀
&OR฀THOSE฀NOT฀IN฀STUDY�฀THE฀฀�
UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATE฀IS฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀
MALES฀THAN฀FEMALES�฀BUT฀TWICE฀
AS฀MANY฀FEMALES฀AS฀MALES฀HAVE฀
WITHDRAWN฀FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀

!PPRENTICESHIPS฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀FOR฀
YOUNG฀ADULTS฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀TEENAGERS�

-ORE฀THAN฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀฀�
YEAR
OLDS฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀MALES�฀
AND฀ALMOST฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALES	฀
WERE฀DOING฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀OR฀
TRAINEESHIPS฀IN฀�����

/NE฀QUARTER฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀
NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀OR฀FULL

TIME฀EDUCATION฀IN฀�����

4HIS฀WAS฀A฀SHARP฀INCREASE฀FROM฀�����฀฀�
AND฀FOLLOWS฀A฀DECADE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀
PROPORTION฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀HAD฀
BEEN฀FALLING�
)N฀�����฀YOUNG฀MEN฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀฀�
TO฀BE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀WHILE฀YOUNG฀
WOMEN฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀IN฀PART

TIME฀WORK฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�
)N฀THE฀PAST�฀YOUNG฀WOMEN฀HAVE฀BEEN฀฀�
MORE฀AT฀RISK฀OF฀MARGINALISATION฀THAN฀
YOUNG฀MEN�฀4HIS฀GENDER฀GAP฀HAS฀
NARROWED฀TO฀THE฀SMALLEST฀MARGIN฀
THAT฀IT฀HAS฀BEEN฀FOR฀TWENTY฀YEARS�฀
DUE฀TO฀SHARPER฀RISES฀FOR฀MALES฀THAN฀
FEMALES฀IN฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀IN฀PART

TIME฀WORK฀AND฀UNEMPLOYED�฀
&EMALES฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀THAN฀MALES฀฀�
TO฀BE฀NOT฀STUDYING฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE�฀THIS฀IS฀LARGELY฀DUE฀TO฀
FAMILY฀FORMATION฀AND฀CHILD฀CARE฀
RESPONSIBILITIES�

4HE฀TWO฀LONG
TERM฀TRENDS฀AMONG฀
YOUNG฀ADULTS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀DECLINING฀฀
FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀RISING฀฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�

4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀TWENTY฀PERCENTAGE฀฀�
POINT฀DROP฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀
FROM฀��฀PER฀CENT฀TWENTY฀YEARS฀AGO�
7HILE฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀HAS฀฀�
BEEN฀AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀MUCH฀
OF฀THE฀PAST฀DECADE�฀THE฀LATEST฀ANNUAL฀
FIGURE฀SHOWS฀IT฀HAS฀SHRUNK฀TO฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀IN฀�����
$URING฀THE฀SAME฀PERIOD฀THE฀฀�
PROPORTION฀OF฀THIS฀AGE฀GROUP฀
ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀฀
HAS฀MAINTAINED฀A฀CONSISTENT฀฀
UPWARD฀TREND�

%DUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT

)NITIAL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀RELATE฀TO฀9EAR฀��฀฀
OR฀ITS฀EQUIVALENT�฀&URTHER฀OR฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀OBTAINED฀BY฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀AND฀ARE฀
IMPORTANT฀IN฀HELPING฀THEM฀TO฀MAKE฀฀
THE฀TRANSITION฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET�฀

)NITIAL฀QUALIFICATIONS

3AMPLE฀SURVEYS฀INDICATE฀THAT฀MORE฀
THAN฀�฀IN฀�฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀ATTAIN฀AN฀
INITIAL฀QUALIFICATION�

!CCORDING฀TO฀!"3฀฀� %DUCATION฀AND฀
7ORK฀SURVEY฀DATA฀FOR฀�����฀��฀
PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀HAD฀
ATTAINED฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀ITS฀EQUIVALENT�

3CHOOL฀ENGAGEMENT฀IS฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀
PREDICTOR฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�

3CHOOL฀COMPLETION฀IS฀LINKED฀NOT฀ONLY฀฀�
TO฀FACTORS฀SUCH฀AS฀SOCIAL฀BACKGROUND฀
AND฀ACHIEVEMENT�฀BUT฀ALSO฀TO฀
STUDENTS ฀́SUBJECTIVE฀FEELINGS฀ABOUT฀
SCHOOL�฀#OMPARED฀WITH฀EARLY฀LEAVERS�฀
MORE฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀COMPLETE฀9EAR฀
��฀ARE฀HAPPY฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀ENJOY฀BEING฀
THERE฀AND฀FEEL฀THEY฀BELONG�฀AND฀฀
HAVE฀POSITIVE฀RELATIONSHIPS฀WITH฀
THEIR฀TEACHERS�฀

0OST
COMPULSORY฀EDUCATIONAL฀
ATTAINMENT฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀HAS฀฀
BEEN฀RISING�฀

)N฀����฀IT฀REACHED฀��฀PER฀CENT฀฀�
AMONG฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀JUST฀ABOVE฀
THE฀/%#$฀AVERAGE฀OF฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀"UT฀
INTERNATIONAL฀COMPARISONS฀SHOW฀
THAT฀THERE฀IS฀SCOPE฀TO฀BOOST฀THIS฀RATE�฀
WITH฀SEVERAL฀COUNTRIES฀HAVING฀RATES฀
ABOVE฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀

VII

+EY฀½NDINGS



&URTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS

!BOUT฀SIX฀IN฀TEN฀!USTRALIANS฀ATTAIN฀฀
A฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀BY฀AGE฀���฀
BASED฀ON฀����฀#ENSUS฀DATA�฀

��฀PER฀CENT฀HAVE฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀฀�
OR฀HIGHER�฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀A฀6%4฀
QUALIFICATION฀��฀PER฀CENT฀WITH฀A฀
HIGHER฀LEVEL฀6%4฀DIPLOMA฀฀
OR฀ADVANCED฀DIPLOMA�฀AND฀��฀PER฀฀
CENT฀WITH฀A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE	�
&EMALES฀ARE฀MUCH฀MORE฀LIKELY฀฀�
THAN฀MALES฀TO฀HAVE฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀
QUALIFICATION฀���฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀��฀PER฀CENT	�฀
9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀MOST฀฀�
DISADVANTAGED฀AREAS฀OF฀!USTRALIA฀
HAVE฀THE฀LOWEST฀RATES฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀
OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀!LMOST฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀LIVING฀
IN฀THE฀POOREST฀AREAS฀DID฀NOT฀HAVE฀A฀
POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀IN฀�����฀
COMPARED฀TO฀ABOUT฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀WEALTHIEST฀AREAS�

4HE฀TYPE฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀
GAINED฀BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀VARIES฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀WHERE฀THEY฀LIVE�

#OMPARED฀WITH฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀฀�
POOREST฀AREAS�฀THREE฀TIMES฀AS฀MANY฀
OF฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀WEALTHIEST฀
AREAS฀HAD฀GAINED฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀฀
DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER฀BY฀AGE฀���
#ITY฀AREAS฀OF฀!USTRALIA฀HAD฀MORE฀฀�
THAN฀DOUBLE฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀
OF฀UNIVERSITY฀AND฀HIGHER฀LEVEL฀6%4฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀AS฀RURAL฀AREAS�฀
6OCATIONAL฀CERTIFICATES฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀฀�
FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀LIVING฀IN฀RURAL฀AREAS�฀
FOR฀ALMOST฀ONE฀THIRD�฀THIS฀WAS฀THEIR฀
HIGHEST฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�

4HE฀TYPE฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀
GAINED฀ALSO฀VARIES฀BY฀FAMILY฀
BACKGROUND฀AND฀LOCATION�฀

!NALYSES฀OF฀LONGITUDINAL฀DATA฀SHOW฀฀�
THAT฀SOCIAL฀BACKGROUND฀MATTERS�฀฀
WITH฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀THE฀
WEALTHIEST฀FAMILIES฀OBTAINING฀A฀
UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER฀AT฀฀
MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLE฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀THOSE฀
FROM฀DISADVANTAGED฀FAMILIES�
4HOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀CITY฀AREAS฀ARE฀MORE฀฀�
LIKELY฀TO฀GAIN฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀฀
OR฀HIGHER�฀WHILE฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀LIVING฀
IN฀RURAL฀AND฀REMOTE฀AREAS฀ARE฀MORE฀
LIKELY฀TO฀ATTAIN�฀AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀
QUALIFICATION�฀A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀฀
AT฀LEVELS฀��฀�฀OR฀��
&OR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀฀�
DISADVANTAGED฀BACKGROUNDS�฀
VOCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀VERY฀
IMPORTANT฀AS฀A฀MEANS฀OF฀GAINING฀
POST
SCHOOL฀AWARDS�

4HE฀INFLUENCE฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀฀
ON฀ATTAINMENT฀IS฀ONGOING�

4HE฀QUALIFICATION฀GAP฀BETWEEN฀฀�
SCHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀AND฀EARLY฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS฀WIDENS฀IN฀THE฀POST
SCHOOL฀
YEARS�฀3CHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀MORE฀฀
OFTEN฀GO฀ON฀TO฀GAIN฀FURTHER฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀�BY฀AGE฀���฀��฀PER฀฀
CENT฀DID฀SO	฀WHILE฀EARLY฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS�฀WHO฀HAVE฀NOT฀EVEN฀ATTAINED฀
AN฀INITIAL฀QUALIFICATION�฀ARE฀LESS฀LIKELY฀
TO฀OBTAIN฀ANY฀FURTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS฀
�ONLY฀��฀PER฀CENT฀DID฀SO	�

3OME฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀GAIN฀MORE฀THAN฀฀
ONE฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀

7HILE฀JUST฀ON฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
฀�
OLDS฀HAD฀ACQUIRED฀NO฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀HAD฀ONE฀
SUCH฀QUALIFICATION�฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
HAD฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE�฀

!PPRENTICESHIPS฀PROVIDE฀MANY฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀WITH฀A฀QUALIFICATION�

.UMBERS฀OF฀TRAINING฀CONTRACTS฀฀�
COMPLETED฀BY฀THOSE฀AGED฀��฀YEARS฀
AND฀BELOW�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀EARLIER฀
COMMENCEMENTS�฀CAN฀BE฀USED฀AS฀A฀
CRUDE฀INDICATOR฀OF฀HOW฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
ARE฀FARING฀WITHIN฀THE฀VOCATIONAL฀
TRAINING฀SYSTEM�

&OR฀!USTRALIA�฀FOR฀THOSE฀WHO฀฀¯
WERE฀IN฀TRADE฀OCCUPATIONS�฀THE฀
RATIO฀OF฀COMPLETIONS฀IN฀����฀
TO฀COMMENCEMENTS฀FOUR฀YEARS฀
EARLIER฀IN฀����฀WAS฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀
4HIS฀NATIONAL฀RATE฀IS฀BROADLY฀
COMPARABLE฀WITH฀COMPLETION฀
RATES฀REPORTED฀FOR฀SEVERAL฀OTHER฀
COUNTRIES�฀(OWEVER฀THERE฀ARE฀
NOTICEABLE฀VARIATIONS฀BETWEEN฀
STATES�฀RANGING฀FROM฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
IN฀6ICTORIA฀UP฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀
7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA�
4RAINEESHIPS฀GENERALLY฀TAKE฀฀¯
ONE฀YEAR�฀)N฀�����฀FOR฀THE฀
SAME฀AGE฀GROUP�฀THERE฀WERE฀
��฀COMPLETIONS฀FOR฀EVERY฀���฀
TRAINING฀CONTRACTS฀COMMENCED฀IN฀
NON
TRADES฀OCCUPATIONS฀IN฀�����

-OVING฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀TO฀WORK

9OUTH฀LABOUR฀MARKET

!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀SURVEY฀DATA฀SHOW฀
THAT฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀��฀MONTHS฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀HAVE฀FACED฀INCREASING฀DIFFICULTY฀
IN฀ACCESSING฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT�

&OR฀BOTH฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀YOUNG฀฀�
ADULTS�฀THERE฀WERE฀LARGE฀FALLS฀
BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀����฀IN฀THE฀
PERCENTAGES฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀฀
AND฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
&OLLOWING฀SEVERAL฀YEARS฀WHEN฀฀�
UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀HAD฀BEEN฀
DECLINING�฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀SHOT฀฀
UP฀AGAIN฀IN฀�����฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀฀
FOR฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀���฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀
0ART
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀HAS฀GROWN฀฀�
SUBSTANTIALLY฀DURING฀THE฀LAST฀TWO฀
DECADES�฀INCREASING฀THREEFOLD฀FOR฀
TEENAGERS�฀AND฀MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLING฀
FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀2ISING฀LEVELS฀OF฀
PART
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀MEAN฀THAT฀
MANY฀MORE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀MAKING฀
THE฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀NOW฀RELY฀
ON฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀THEIR฀EARLY฀
YEARS฀IN฀THE฀WORKFORCE�฀
$ESPITE฀THIS�฀THE฀!USTRALIAN฀YOUTH฀฀�
LABOUR฀MARKET฀PROVIDES฀EMPLOYMENT฀
OPPORTUNITIES฀AT฀RATES฀ABOVE฀
THE฀AVERAGE฀FOR฀/%#$฀COUNTRIES�฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀����฀DATA�฀

+EY฀½NDINGS
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0OST
SCHOOL฀PATHWAYS

4RANSITION฀PATTERNS฀VARY฀ACCORDING฀฀
TO฀GENDER฀AND฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�

7OMEN฀ARE฀FAR฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀RELY฀฀฀�
ON฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀AS฀THEY฀MOVE฀
FROM฀EDUCATION฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�
%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀ARE฀MORE฀OFTEN฀฀�
UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀
FORCE฀AFTER฀SIX฀YEARS�

0OST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀HELP฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀IN฀MOVING฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀TO฀
WORK�฀CONFERRING฀BENEFITS฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀
LABOUR฀MARKET฀PARTICIPATION฀AND฀LOWER฀
UNEMPLOYMENT�

,ABOUR฀FORCE฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀THE฀SIXTH฀฀�
POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR฀IS฀INFLUENCED฀BY฀฀
THE฀QUALIFICATIONS฀GAINED฀BY฀THE฀฀
FIFTH฀YEAR฀OUT฀OF฀SCHOOL�฀

#OMPARED฀TO฀THOSE฀WITHOUT฀฀¯
ANY฀SCHOOL฀OR฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀UNIVERSITY฀
GRADUATES฀HAD฀A฀HIGHER฀RATE฀OF฀
FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀���฀PER฀
CENT฀AS฀AGAINST฀��฀PER฀CENT	�฀)N฀
THE฀SAME฀COMPARISON�฀GRADUATES฀
WERE฀ALSO฀BOTH฀MUCH฀LESS฀LIKELY฀
TO฀BE฀UNEMPLOYED฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀฀
OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀��฀PER฀฀
CENT฀AS฀AGAINST฀��฀PER฀CENT	�
!PPRENTICES฀HAVE฀GOOD฀฀¯
EMPLOYMENT฀OUTCOMES�฀WITH฀
HIGH฀PROPORTIONS฀IN฀FULL

TIME฀WORK฀AND฀LOW฀RATES฀OF฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀COMPARED฀฀
WITH฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAD฀COMPLETED฀
OTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS�

%DUCATION฀ALSO฀HAS฀ADVANTAGES฀IN฀฀�
TERMS฀OF฀EARNINGS�฀HIGHER฀INCOME฀฀
IS฀GENERALLY฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀A฀HIGHER฀
LEVEL฀OF฀EDUCATION�฀WITH฀GRADUATES฀
AND฀APPRENTICES฀DOING฀WELL�

7ELLBEING฀OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS
9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀MORE฀INCLINED฀THAN฀
THE฀POPULATION฀AS฀A฀WHOLE฀TO฀RATE฀THEIR฀
HEALTH฀AS฀EXCELLENT฀OR฀VERY฀GOOD�฀AND฀
HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS฀ARE฀
NO฀MORE฀PREVALENT฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
THAN฀THE฀REST฀OF฀THE฀POPULATION�฀9ET฀THE฀
MENTAL฀HEALTH฀AND฀GENERAL฀SENSE฀OF฀
WELLBEING฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀AFFECTED฀
BY฀STUDY฀AND฀WORK฀CIRCUMSTANCES�฀

��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WHO฀ARE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀฀
IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK฀ARE฀HAPPIER฀฀
WITH฀THEIR฀LIVES�

4EENAGERS฀WHO฀WERE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀฀�
EXPRESSED฀GREATER฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀
THEIR฀LIFE�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀SAID฀THEY฀
WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀
AS฀A฀WHOLE�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀WHO฀WERE฀NEITHER฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION฀NOR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀
4HIS฀TEN฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀GAP฀฀�
BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀GROUPS฀WAS฀฀
EVEN฀LARGER฀IN฀RELATION฀TO฀BEING฀฀
VERY฀HAPPY฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀CAREER฀
PROSPECTS�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀
&EMALES฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀FULLY฀฀฀�
ENGAGED฀IN฀STUDY฀OR฀WORK฀฀
PERCEIVED฀THEIR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS฀฀
AS฀MORE฀LIMITED฀COMPARED฀WITH฀
MALES฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀SITUATION�

,EVELS฀OF฀HAPPINESS฀VARY฀ACCORDING฀
TO฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY฀AT฀AGE฀���฀WITH฀
APPRENTICES฀AMONG฀THOSE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀
TO฀REPORT฀BEING฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀
WORK฀AND฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�

��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀APPRENTICES฀REPORTED฀฀�
BEING฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THE฀WORK฀
THEY฀DO�฀AT฀LEAST฀�฀POINTS฀HIGHER฀THAN฀
THOSE฀IN฀ALL฀OTHER฀ACTIVITY฀GROUPS�฀
AND฀��฀POINTS฀HIGHER฀THAN฀THOSE฀
WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED�

9EAR฀��฀COMPLETION฀HAS฀A฀POSITIVE฀EFFECT฀
ON฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS฀
FOR฀FEMALES฀AT฀AGE฀���฀UNDERSCORING฀THE฀
LONGER
TERM฀BENEFITS฀OF฀COMPLETING฀
SCHOOL�

��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALE฀9EAR฀��฀฀�
COMPLETERS฀WERE฀HAPPY฀OR฀VERY฀
HAPPY฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀FUTURE฀CAREER฀
PROSPECTS฀COMPARED฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
OF฀FEMALES฀WHO฀HAD฀NOT฀COMPLETED฀
9EAR฀���฀

!MONG฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀SENSE฀OF฀WELLBEING�฀
BOTH฀SOCIAL฀AND฀ECONOMIC�฀IS฀LINKED฀TO฀
SUCCESS฀IN฀WORK฀AND฀STUDY�

&ULL
TIME฀WORKERS฀EXPRESSED฀GREATER฀฀�
SATISFACTION�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀WERE฀VERY฀
HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE�฀
WHEREAS฀ONLY฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀
WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED฀AND฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
GAVE฀THAT฀RESPONSE�
4HOSE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀WERE฀MUCH฀฀�
HAPPIER฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�฀
THE฀WORK฀THEY฀DID�฀THEIR฀FUTURE฀AND฀
THEIR฀STANDARD฀OF฀LIVING฀THAN฀THOSE฀
WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀OR฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀
-UCH฀OF฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀IN฀SENSE฀OF฀฀�
WELLBEING฀IS฀RELATED฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�฀
CAREERS฀AND฀MONEY�฀THE฀UNEMPLOYED฀
OR฀THOSE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀FAR฀
MORE฀FREQUENTLY฀REPORT฀EXPERIENCING฀
STRESSFUL฀EVENTS฀LINKED฀TO฀THEIR฀
FINANCIAL฀CIRCUMSTANCES�฀

4HESE฀FINDINGS฀ON฀QUALITY฀OF฀LIFE฀ARE฀
IMPORTANT฀TO฀CONSIDER฀BECAUSE�฀BASED฀
ON฀OBJECTIVE฀INDICATORS�฀THE฀EARNING฀
AND฀LEARNING฀SITUATION฀OF฀YOUNG฀
!USTRALIANS฀IN฀����฀HAS฀DETERIORATED�฀

4EENAGERS�฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀AND฀฀�
YOUNG฀ADULTS฀ARE฀LESS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK�฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀
3UBJECTIVE฀MEASURES฀OF฀WELLBEING฀
ARE฀ALSO฀NEEDED฀TO฀GET฀A฀MORE฀
COMPREHENSIVE฀PICTURE฀OF฀HOW฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀FARING�

IX
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4HE฀LAST฀YEAR฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀DIFFICULT฀AND฀TURBULENT฀
PERIOD�฀4HE฀DEEPENING฀OF฀THE฀FINANCIAL฀CRISIS฀AND฀
DETERIORATING฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀CONDITIONS฀HAVE฀
PROFOUNDLY฀AFFECTED฀POPULATIONS฀AROUND฀THE฀WORLD�฀
4HEIR฀EFFECTS฀ARE฀RIPPLING฀THROUGH฀THE฀MULTIPLE฀
CONTEXTS฀IN฀WHICH฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀SITUATED�฀INCLUDING฀
THEIR฀FAMILY฀LIVES�฀WORKPLACES฀AND฀COMMUNITIES�฀฀
!฀BIG฀QUESTION฀IS฀HOW฀THESE฀CHANGING฀CIRCUMSTANCES฀
ARE฀AFFECTING฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀
฀

)N฀OTHER฀PARTS฀OF฀THE฀WORLD�฀THE฀SIGNS฀
ARE฀RATHER฀BLEAK�฀7ORSENING฀ECONOMIES฀
HAVE฀LED฀TO฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀YOUTH฀
UNEMPLOYMENT�฀HIGHER฀POVERTY฀RATES�฀
AND฀LESS฀FUNDS฀FOR฀SCHOOLS฀AND฀HEALTH฀
CENTRES�฀WHICH฀ARE฀SEEING฀THEIR฀BUDGETS฀
CONSTRAINED฀JUST฀WHEN฀THEIR฀SERVICES฀
ARE฀NEEDED฀THE฀MOST�฀&OR฀)NTERNATIONAL฀
9OUTH฀$AY฀THIS฀YEAR฀THE฀3ECRETARY

'ENERAL฀OF฀THE฀5NITED฀.ATIONS฀MADE฀THE฀
CLAIM฀THAT฀WHILE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀COMPRISE฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THE฀WORLD´S฀WORKING฀AGE฀
POPULATION฀THEY฀ACCOUNT฀FOR฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀THE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀AND฀HE฀WENT฀
ON฀TO฀SAY฀THAT฀THE฀GLOBAL฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN฀MEANS฀THAT�฀IN฀THE฀NEAR฀TERM�฀
YOUTH฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀WILL฀CONTINUE฀
TO฀CLIMB฀�5NITED฀.ATIONS�฀����	�฀)N฀
ADDITION฀TO฀RISING฀UNEMPLOYMENT�฀
YOUNG฀WORKERS฀ALSO฀EXPERIENCE฀A฀VARIETY฀
OF฀OTHER฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀PROBLEMS�฀SUCH฀
AS฀UNDEREMPLOYMENT฀�WORKING฀FEWER฀
HOURS฀THAN฀DESIRED	฀AND฀WITHDRAWAL฀
FROM฀ACTIVE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀PARTICIPATION฀
�HIDDEN฀UNEMPLOYMENT	�

!USTRALIA฀HAS฀BEEN฀SOMEWHAT฀PROTECTED฀
FROM฀THE฀FULL฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀GLOBAL฀
FINANCIAL฀CRISIS�฀7HETHER฀DUE฀TO฀THE฀
EXTRAORDINARY฀ATTEMPTS฀BY฀GOVERNMENT฀
TO฀OFFSET฀THE฀IMPACT฀BY฀IMPLEMENTING฀
SUCCESSIVE฀STIMULUS฀PACKAGES฀DESIGNED฀
TO฀PROMOTE฀SPENDING�฀INVIGORATE฀
BUSINESS฀AND฀CREATE฀JOBS�฀OR฀DUE฀
TO฀THE฀STRENGTH฀OF฀THE฀UNDERLYING฀
ECONOMY฀AND฀OUR฀TRADE฀POSITION�฀OR฀
TO฀BOTH�฀!USTRALIA฀IS฀EMERGING฀FROM฀
THIS฀BLEAK฀ECONOMIC฀PERIOD฀SEEMINGLY฀
IN฀A฀BETTER฀POSITION฀THAN฀MANY฀OTHER฀
NATIONS�฀2ECENT฀ESTIMATES฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀WILL฀NOT฀REACH฀THE฀HIGH฀
PROJECTED฀LEVELS฀MENTIONED฀LAST฀YEAR�฀
OR฀THE฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀REACHED฀IN฀MANY฀
OTHER฀COUNTRIES�฀9ET฀THE฀FACT฀IS฀THAT฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀HAVE฀
RISEN�฀AND฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀DOWNTURN฀
ARE฀STILL฀BEING฀FELT฀AS฀BUSINESS฀BEGINS฀TO฀
RECOVER�฀(OW฀HAVE฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀
FARED฀DURING฀THIS฀TIME�฀

4HIS฀IS฀THE฀ELEVENTH฀EDITION฀OF฀THE฀
ANNUAL฀SERIES฀(OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀
&ARING�฀4HE฀SERIES฀PROVIDES฀IMPORTANT฀
INFORMATION฀ON฀HOW฀SUCCESSFULLY฀
OUR฀ECONOMY฀AND฀OUR฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING฀SYSTEM฀ARE฀WORKING฀TO฀MEET฀
THE฀NEEDS฀OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀AS฀฀
THEY฀MAKE฀THE฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀฀
TO฀FURTHER฀STUDY฀AND฀WORK�฀4HE฀฀
����฀EDITION฀PRESENTS฀CURRENT฀
INFORMATION฀ON฀THE฀EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀
AND฀WORK฀ACTIVITIES฀AND฀EXPERIENCES฀฀
OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀

)NTRODUCTION
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4HIS฀EDITION฀IS฀THE฀FIRST฀OPPORTUNITY฀
TO฀EXAMINE฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀
RECENT฀ECONOMIC฀TROUBLES฀ON฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE�฀$UE฀TO฀THE฀DOWNTURN฀THERE฀IS฀
AN฀INCREASED฀FOCUS฀ON฀!USTRALIA´S฀LABOUR฀
MARKET�฀AND฀IN฀PARTICULAR฀ON฀CHANGES฀
IN฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀AND฀EMPLOYMENT฀
AND฀HOW฀THEY฀AFFECT฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀
4HERE฀IS฀ALSO฀A฀NEED฀TO฀CONSIDER฀THE฀
ROLE฀AND฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING฀IN฀THIS฀CONTEXT�฀)N฀THE฀PAST�฀
ECONOMIC฀DOWNTURNS฀HAVE฀NOT฀ALWAYS฀
BEEN฀A฀NEGATIVE฀INFLUENCE฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀
PARTICIPATION฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING�฀
/N฀THE฀CONTRARY�฀ECONOMIC฀DOWNTURN฀
CAN฀SPUR฀RATES฀OF฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀AS฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
SEEK฀REFUGE฀FROM฀A฀HOSTILE฀LABOUR฀
MARKET�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀RECESSION฀
IN฀THE฀EARLY฀����S฀BEGAN฀A฀PERIOD฀OF฀
MARKED฀INCREASES฀IN฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀
RATES�฀ALSO฀FUELLED฀BY฀LONG฀TERM฀DECLINES฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀YOUTH฀EMPLOYMENT�฀7HAT฀฀
IS฀HAPPENING฀IN฀RELATION฀TO฀PARTICIPATION฀
IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀CURRENTLY�

4HE฀����฀EDITION฀OF฀(OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀
ARE฀&ARING฀ALSO฀PROVIDES฀AN฀OPPORTUNITY฀
TO฀ASSESS฀PATTERNS฀OF฀ENGAGEMENT฀IN฀
EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT฀
OF฀THE฀'OVERNMENT´S฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING฀AGENDA�฀4HIS฀SEEKS฀TO฀RAISE฀RATES฀
OF฀COMPLETION฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀ITS฀EQUIVALENT฀
TO฀OVER฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀STUDENTS�฀TO฀
SIGNIFICANTLY฀IMPROVE฀THE฀PROPORTION฀฀
OF฀CHILDREN฀ACQUIRING฀THE฀BASIC฀SKILLS฀฀
FOR฀LIFE฀AND฀LEARNING฀AND฀TO฀INCREASE฀฀
THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀MAKING฀
A฀SMOOTH฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀TO฀฀
WORK฀AND฀FURTHER฀STUDY฀�#/!'�฀����	�

4HE฀ACQUISITION฀OF฀SKILLS฀AND฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀IS฀A฀KEY฀CONTRIBUTOR฀฀
TO฀THE฀ECONOMIC฀SUCCESS฀OF฀WORKERS฀
AS฀WELL฀AS฀TO฀GENERAL฀LIVING฀STANDARDS�฀
)NCREASING฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀YEARS฀
OF฀SCHOOLING฀FOR฀YOUNG฀WORKERS�฀
AND฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀FURTHER฀STUDY�฀
POTENTIALLY฀HAS฀A฀SIGNIFICANT฀EFFECT฀
ON฀THE฀EARNINGS�฀EMPLOYABILITY฀AND฀
PRODUCTIVITY฀OF฀INDIVIDUALS�฀7HAT฀DO฀
INDICATORS฀REVEAL฀ABOUT฀CURRENT฀LEVELS฀฀
OF฀SCHOOL฀ATTAINMENT฀AND฀ENGAGEMENT฀
IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀AS฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀MAKE฀THE฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀
TO฀WORK�฀(OW฀MUCH฀MORE฀CHANGE฀฀
IS฀NEEDED฀TO฀ACHIEVE฀THE฀GOALS฀OF฀฀
THE฀GOVERNMENT´S฀AGENDA�฀

(OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����฀
WILL฀PRESENT฀INFORMATION฀THAT฀CAN฀HELP฀
REFLECT฀ON฀THESE฀ISSUES�฀TO฀THE฀EXTENT฀
THAT฀AVAILABLE฀DATA฀WILL฀ALLOW�฀6ARIOUS฀
MEASURES฀OF฀ATTAINMENT�฀PARTICIPATION�฀
AND฀TRANSITION฀WILL฀BE฀USED฀TO฀SHED฀LIGHT฀
ON฀A฀HOST฀OF฀POLICY฀ISSUES�฀FROM฀ACCESS฀TO฀
EDUCATION฀TO฀THE฀QUALITY฀OF฀EDUCATIONAL฀
OUTPUTS�฀4HEY฀WILL฀PROVIDE฀POLICYMAKERS฀
AND฀OTHERS฀WITH฀THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀
COMPARE฀DIFFERENT฀ASPECTS฀OF฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TRAINING฀FOR฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS�฀TO฀
ASSESS฀THE฀ROLE฀OF฀THE฀DIFFERENT฀SECTORS฀
FROM฀SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀TO฀HIGHER฀
EDUCATION฀AND฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING�฀AND฀TO฀IDENTIFY฀AREAS฀THAT฀MAY฀
NEED฀ATTENTION฀TO฀HELP฀IMPROVE฀STUDENT฀
OUTCOMES฀AND฀TRANSITION�฀

4HE฀DATA฀USED฀IN฀THIS฀REPORT฀ARE฀DERIVED฀
FROM฀A฀RANGE฀OF฀SOURCES฀INCLUDING฀
ANNUAL฀!USTRALIAN฀"UREAU฀OF฀3TATISTICS฀
�!"3	฀SURVEYS฀OF฀EDUCATION฀AND฀WORK�฀
MONTHLY฀!"3฀NATIONAL฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
SURVEYS�฀THE฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀
(OUSING�฀AND฀OTHER฀NATIONAL฀SOURCES฀
INCLUDING฀LONGITUDINAL฀SURVEYS฀OF฀
YOUTH�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀ALSO฀INCLUDE฀DATA฀
FROM฀INTERNATIONAL฀COMPARISONS฀OF฀
EDUCATIONAL฀AND฀EMPLOYMENT฀ACTIVITIES฀
FOR฀SPECIFIC฀AGE฀GROUPS�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀
NATIONAL฀COMPARISONS฀OF฀TRANSITION฀
EXPERIENCES฀FOR฀DIFFERENT฀GROUPS฀OF฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀7HAT฀IS฀PRESENTED฀IS฀BY฀
NO฀MEANS฀AN฀EXHAUSTIVE฀PRESENTATION฀
OF฀AVAILABLE฀DATA�฀2ATHER�฀IT฀IS฀SELECTIVE�฀
PRESENTING฀DATA฀ON฀IMPORTANT฀
EDUCATIONAL฀MARKERS฀FROM฀NATIONAL฀AND฀
INTERNATIONAL฀SURVEYS฀AND฀COLLECTIONS�฀
OFFERED฀AS฀REPRESENTATIVE฀OF฀KEY฀ASPECTS฀
OF฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀TO฀
POST
SCHOOL฀STUDY฀AND฀THE฀WORKFORCE�฀
)T฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀NOTE฀THAT฀UP
TO
DATE฀
DATA฀ON฀WORK฀AND฀STUDY฀ACTIVITY฀ARE฀
NOT฀ALWAYS฀READILY฀AVAILABLE�฀3OME฀
OF฀THE฀DATA฀REPORTED฀IN฀ANNUAL฀SERIES�฀
PARTICULARLY฀RELATED฀TO฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING�฀OFTEN฀RELY฀ON฀SURVEYS฀FROM฀THE฀
PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀$ATA฀ON฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING฀PRESENTED฀IN฀THIS฀REPORT฀ARE฀
CONSISTENT฀WITH฀THOSE฀FROM฀PREVIOUS฀
EDITIONS฀AND฀WILL฀ALLOW฀AN฀EXAMINATION฀
OF฀CHANGE�฀(OWEVER�฀THEY฀MAY฀NOT฀
REFLECT฀THE฀FULL฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀RECENT฀
ECONOMIC฀DOWNTURN฀DUE฀TO฀THE฀TIMING฀
OF฀THE฀RELEASE฀OF฀DATA�฀&UTURE฀EDITIONS฀
WILL฀BE฀IN฀A฀BETTER฀POSITION฀TO฀DISPLAY฀
EFFECTS฀ON฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING�฀

$ATA฀ON฀EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀WORK฀
ACTIVITIES�฀HOWEVER�฀ARE฀FROM฀THE฀CURRENT฀
YEAR฀�THE฀MOST฀RECENT฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
SURVEY฀DATA฀AVAILABLE	฀AND฀DO฀PROVIDE฀
AN฀OPPORTUNITY฀TO฀ASSESS฀THE฀EFFECTS฀
OF฀THE฀RECENT฀ECONOMIC฀DOWNTURN฀ON฀
EMPLOYMENT�฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀AND฀THE฀
YOUTH฀LABOUR฀MARKET�฀

)NFORMATION฀ON฀HOW฀WELL฀THE฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TRAINING฀SYSTEM฀IS฀WORKING฀FOR฀
YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀IS฀ORGANISED฀INTO฀
FOUR฀MAIN฀SECTIONS฀IN฀THIS฀REPORT�฀4HE฀
FIRST฀SECTION฀PROVIDES฀A฀PROFILE฀OF฀THE฀
LEVELS฀OF฀ENGAGEMENT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TRAINING�฀FIRSTLY฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀���฀
TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS	�฀THEN฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀
AND฀FINALLY฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀���฀TO฀��฀
YEAR
OLDS	�฀/F฀PARTICULAR฀INTEREST฀ARE฀
THE฀GROUPS฀OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀WHO฀
ARE฀NOT฀ACTIVELY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TRAINING฀AND฀WHO฀RELY฀SOLELY฀ON฀THE฀
LABOUR฀MARKET฀TO฀PROVIDE฀THE฀FOUNDATION฀
FOR฀THEIR฀FUTURE฀WELLBEING�฀(OW฀MANY฀
ARE฀IN฀THIS฀SITUATION฀AND฀WHAT฀ARE฀THEIR฀
BACKGROUNDS�฀(OW฀MANY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀
DOES฀THIS฀INVOLVE฀AND฀WHO฀ARE฀THEY�฀

4HE฀SECOND฀SECTION฀LOOKS฀AT฀LEVELS฀
OF฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT�฀4HIS฀IS฀
PRESENTED฀IN฀TWO฀PARTS�฀4HE฀FIRST฀LOOKS฀AT฀
THE฀ACQUISITION฀OF฀INITIAL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀
RELATED฀TO฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀ITS฀EQUIVALENT�฀4HIS฀
IS฀IMPORTANT฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT฀OF฀AIMS฀TO฀
RAISE฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀EQUIVALENT฀COMPLETION฀
RATES�฀4HE฀SECOND฀PART฀PRESENTS฀
INFORMATION฀ON฀FURTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀
THOSE฀OBTAINED฀BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀AFTER฀
LEAVING฀SCHOOL฀UP฀TO฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀���฀
7HAT฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀DO฀
YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀ATTAIN฀AND฀HOW฀
DOES฀THIS฀VARY฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THEIR฀SOCIAL฀
BACKGROUND฀AND฀WHERE฀THEY฀LIVE�฀

4HE฀THIRD฀SECTION฀TURNS฀TO฀PATTERNS฀OF฀
TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀TO฀WORK�฀/NE฀
OF฀THE฀IMPORTANT฀GOALS฀OF฀EDUCATION�฀
TRAINING฀AND฀WORK฀IS฀TO฀ENSURE฀THAT฀ALL฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀HAVE฀THE฀OPPORTUNITY฀
TO฀MAKE฀A฀SMOOTH฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀
SCHOOL฀TO฀FURTHER฀STUDY฀AND฀WORK�฀4HIS฀
MEANS฀THAT฀THERE฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀CLEAR฀AND฀
RECOGNISED฀PATHWAYS฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT฀
AND฀FURTHER฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀
WHEN฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀LEAVE฀SCHOOL�฀
(OW฀SMOOTH฀ARE฀CURRENT฀PATTERNS฀OF฀
TRANSITION�฀ACCORDING฀TO฀AVAILABLE฀DATA�฀
(OW฀SUCCESSFULLY฀ARE฀THE฀PATHWAYS฀
WORKING฀FOR฀DIFFERENT฀GROUPS฀OF฀฀
YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS�

!฀FINAL฀SECTION฀CONSIDERS฀THE฀
EXPERIENCES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀MORE฀
BROADLY�฀AND฀FROM฀A฀MORE฀SUBJECTIVE฀
PERSPECTIVE�฀)T฀EXPLORES฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀
CONNECTIONS฀BETWEEN฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀AND฀WORK�฀AND฀THE฀
PERCEPTIONS฀HELD฀BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ABOUT฀
THEIR฀HEALTH฀AND฀THEIR฀QUALITY฀OF฀LIFE�฀
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4HIS฀SECTION฀LOOKS฀AT฀THE฀PATTERNS฀OF฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀AND฀WORK฀AMONG฀THREE฀GROUPS฀
OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS�฀$ATA฀ABOUT฀THE฀MOST฀CURRENT฀
LEARNING฀AND฀EARNING฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀���฀TO฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS	�฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀�SPANNING฀AGES฀��฀TO฀��	�฀
AND฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀���฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS	฀ARE฀PRESENTED�฀

#ONSISTENT฀WITH฀THE฀WAY฀THAT฀DATA฀ARE฀
COLLECTED฀BY฀THE฀!USTRALIAN฀"UREAU฀
OF฀3TATISTICS�฀THROUGHOUT฀THIS฀REPORT฀
APPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀ARE฀CLASSIFIED฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀THEIR฀SELF
REPORTED฀
EDUCATION฀AND฀WORK฀STATUSES�฀4HIS฀
MEANS฀THAT�฀EXCEPT฀IN฀TABLES฀WHERE฀฀
THEY฀ARE฀SPECIFICALLY฀IDENTIFIED�฀
APPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀MAY฀BE฀SPREAD฀
ACROSS฀ONE฀OF฀SEVERAL฀CATEGORIES฀IN฀THE฀
OTHER฀RELEVANT฀TABLES�฀DEPENDING฀ON฀
WHETHER฀THEY฀IDENTIFIED฀THEMSELVES฀฀
AS฀BEING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀OR฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀฀
OR฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀

��
%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
TRAINING฀AND฀WORK
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4EENAGERS
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀
ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀฀
AND฀A฀FURTHER฀��฀PER฀CENT฀ARE฀WORKING฀
FULL
TIME

)N฀-AY฀�����฀CLOSE฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
TEENAGERS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀WERE฀EITHER฀
STUDYING฀FULL
TIME฀OR฀WORKING฀FULL
TIME฀
�4ABLE฀��฀TOP฀PANEL	�฀3EVENTY฀PER฀CENT฀
WERE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀�AT฀SCHOOL฀
OR฀IN฀TERTIARY฀STUDY	฀WHILE฀A฀FURTHER฀��฀
PER฀CENT฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀WERE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
WORK�฀4HE฀REMAINING฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀
TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WERE฀NEITHER฀ENGAGED฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀WORK฀NOR฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀
AND฀INSTEAD฀WERE฀EITHER฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀
WORKING฀PART
TIME�฀OR฀WERE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE�

'ENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀RATES฀OF฀
PARTICIPATION฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀FULL

TIME฀STUDY฀CONSISTENTLY฀DOCUMENTED฀
OVER฀PREVIOUS฀YEARS฀PERSIST฀IN฀�����฀
&EMALES฀WERE฀MUCH฀MORE฀LIKELY฀THAN฀
MALES฀TO฀BE฀DOING฀FULL
TIME฀STUDY฀
�����฀PER฀CENT฀AS฀AGAINST฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀
4EENAGE฀MALES�฀HOWEVER�฀WERE฀MORE฀
OFTEN฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀�����฀PER฀CENT฀
COMPARED฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALES	�฀
3O฀WHILE฀OVERALL฀4ABLE฀�฀SHOWS฀THAT฀����฀
PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WERE฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED฀�EITHER฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK	฀THIS฀WAS฀TRUE฀FOR฀
ALMOST฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀MALES฀AND฀A฀LITTLE฀
OVER฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALES�฀

-ORE฀FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES฀WERE฀IN฀PART

TIME฀WORK฀����฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀WITH฀
���฀PER฀CENT	฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀
FORCE฀����฀POINTS฀HIGHER฀FOR฀FEMALES	�฀
(OWEVER฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
WAS฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀TEENAGE฀MALES฀����฀
PER฀CENT	฀THAN฀FEMALES฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀

4ABLE฀�
%DUCATION฀AND฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀STATUS฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY฀����฀��	

฀ IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀
FORCE SUB฀TOTAL

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀
FORCE SUB฀TOTAL TOTAL

฀ � � � � � � � � � � �
-ALES ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� �����
&EMALES ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� �����
0ERSONS ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� �����

฀ ./4฀).฀&5,,
4)-%฀%$5#!4)/.฀�EXCLUDING฀THOSE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION	
&ULL
TIME฀WORK 0ART
TIME฀WORK 3EEKING฀WORK .OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE TOTAL

฀ � � � � �
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ��� �����
&EMALES ���� ���� ���� ���� �����
0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
.OTE�฀!LL฀STUDENTS฀ENROLLED฀AT฀SCHOOL฀ARE฀TREATED฀AS฀FULL
TIME�฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀MAY฀BE฀INCLUDED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀IN฀WORK�
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4HE฀LOWER฀PANEL฀OF฀4ABLE฀�฀FOCUSES฀ONLY฀
ON฀THE฀TEENAGERS฀WHO฀HAVE฀LEFT฀FULL

TIME฀STUDY�฀RECORDING฀THEIR฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
STATUSES฀AS฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀THAT฀GROUP฀
ALONE�฀4HIS฀HIGHLIGHTS฀THE฀DIFFERENCES฀
BETWEEN฀TEENAGE฀MALES฀AND฀FEMALES฀
IN฀THE฀OPPORTUNITIES฀THEY฀HAVE฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀MARKET฀AND฀THEIR฀ACCESS฀TO฀FULL

TIME฀JOBS�฀WELL฀OVER฀HALF฀OF฀THE฀MALES฀
WHO฀WERE฀NO฀LONGER฀STUDYING฀WERE฀฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀A฀BIT฀OVER฀ONE฀THIRD฀฀
�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀FEMALES�฀)T฀CAN฀BE฀
ASSUMED฀THAT฀THIS฀DISCREPANCY฀IS฀฀
MAINLY฀DUE฀TO฀THE฀DIFFERENTIAL฀RATE฀฀
OF฀UPTAKE฀OF฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀AMONG฀
YOUNG฀MALES฀AND฀FEMALES�฀

7HILE฀GIRLS฀TEND฀TO฀STAY฀ON฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
MUCH฀LONGER฀THAN฀BOYS฀BECAUSE฀THERE฀
ARE฀FEWER฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀THEM฀IN฀
THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀THE฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCE฀
IN฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀AMONG฀THOSE฀
TEENAGERS฀WHO฀HAVE฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀WERE฀
ROUGHLY฀SIMILAR�฀ONLY฀SLIGHTLY฀FAVOURING฀
FEMALES฀°฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALES฀
WERE฀SEEKING฀WORK�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀����฀
PER฀CENT฀OF฀MALES�฀4HIS฀IS฀A฀REVERSAL฀OF฀
THE฀SITUATION฀LAST฀YEAR�฀IN฀�����฀WHEN฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀WAS฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀
FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES�

/N฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀AMONG฀THOSE฀WHO฀
HAD฀LEFT฀FULL
TIME฀STUDY�฀WITHDRAWAL฀
FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀�AND฀PERHAPS฀
HIDDEN฀UNEMPLOYMENT	฀WAS฀TWICE฀AS฀
HIGH฀FOR฀FEMALES฀AS฀FOR฀MALES฀°฀TWO฀
IN฀TEN฀OF฀THOSE฀FEMALES฀WERE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE�฀AS฀AGAINST฀LESS฀THAN฀ONE฀฀
IN฀TEN฀MALES�฀

%NGAGEMENT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀
VARIES฀BY฀AGE฀AND฀BY฀STATE฀AND฀TERRITORY

4HE฀EDUCATION฀AND฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀STATUS฀
IN฀����฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀AT฀EACH฀
SINGLE฀YEAR฀OF฀AGE฀IS฀RECORDED฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀
AND฀IT฀REVEALS฀LARGE฀DIFFERENCES฀ACROSS฀
THIS฀AGE฀GROUP�฀!LMOST฀ALL฀OF฀��฀AND฀��฀
YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀
MOSTLY฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀!ND฀ALTHOUGH฀
CONSIDERABLE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀!USTRALIAN฀
SCHOOL฀STUDENTS฀ALSO฀HAVE฀PART
TIME฀
JOBS�฀NEVERTHELESS฀THE฀MAJORITY฀ARE฀NOT฀
IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀!MONG฀��฀YEAR

OLDS�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀JUST฀OVER฀HALF฀�����฀PER฀
CENT	฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀NOT฀
EMPLOYED�฀WHILE฀ONE฀THIRD฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀
ARE฀COMBINING฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀WITH฀
PART
TIME฀WORK�฀"ECAUSE฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀
OF฀��฀AND฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WHO฀ARE฀NOT฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀LOW�฀RELATIVELY฀
SMALL฀PROPORTIONS฀ARE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀
°฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀AND฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀

4ABLE฀�
%DUCATION฀AND฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀STATUS฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀AND฀PROPORTION฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀BY฀YEAR฀
OF฀AGE�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY�฀����฀��	

IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

TOTAL
.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀
FORCE

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀
FORCE

!GE � � � � � � � � � �
�� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���
�� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����� ���
�� ��� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����� ����
�� ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ����� ����
�� ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ����� ����
��
�� ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����� ����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�4ABLE฀��B	



.ATIONALLY�฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀IN฀
����฀ARE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EARNING฀
AND฀LEARNING�฀BUT฀AS฀RECORDED฀IN฀4ABLE฀�฀
THIS฀PROPORTION฀VARIES฀ACROSS฀THE฀STATES฀
AND฀TERRITORIES�฀4HE฀FIGURES฀FOR฀SMALLER฀
STATES฀AND฀TERRITORIES฀MAY฀BE฀UNRELIABLE฀
DUE฀TO฀THE฀SMALL฀SAMPLES฀ON฀WHICH฀
ESTIMATES฀ARE฀BASED�฀AND฀THEREFORE฀
SHOULD฀BE฀REGARDED฀WITH฀CAUTION�฀
.EVERTHELESS�฀IN฀THE฀LARGER฀STATES฀
THERE฀ARE฀NOTICEABLE฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀THE฀
PERCENTAGES฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WHO฀
WERE฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀

��฀
%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
TRAINING฀AND฀WORK

4HERE฀IS฀A฀MARKED฀DROP฀IN฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀
PARTICIPATION฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
AS฀TEENAGERS฀LEAVE฀SCHOOL฀IN฀LARGER฀
NUMBERS฀BY฀AGE฀��฀�EITHER฀BEFORE฀OR฀AFTER฀
COMPLETING฀9EAR฀���฀VARYING฀ACCORDING฀
TO฀THE฀STATE฀OR฀TERRITORY	�฀7HILE฀THE฀
PROPORTION฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
WORK฀INCREASES฀TO฀���฀PER฀CENT�฀NOT฀
ALL฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀LEAVE฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION฀AT฀THIS฀AGE฀FIND฀A฀PLACE฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀MARKET�฀)N฀����฀A฀TOTAL฀OF฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WERE฀MARGINALISED฀
TO฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀฀
OR฀WITHDRAWAL฀FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀฀
MARKET฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀

4HIS฀MARGINALISATION฀IS฀EVEN฀GREATER฀
AMONG฀OLDER฀TEENAGERS�฀/F฀THOSE฀AGED฀
��฀AND฀���฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀QUARTER฀ARE฀
NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED�฀&OR฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀
THE฀FIGURE฀WAS฀����฀PER฀CENT�฀AND฀FOR฀��฀
YEAR
OLDS฀IT฀WAS฀SIMILAR�฀AT฀����฀PER฀CENT�฀
4HE฀MAIN฀DIFFERENCES฀BETWEEN฀��฀AND฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀
!MONG฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀ENGAGEMENT฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀IS฀SIX฀PERCENTAGE฀
POINTS฀HIGHER฀AND฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀SIX฀POINTS฀LOWER฀THAN฀FOR฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀"Y฀AGE฀���฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION฀�MAINLY฀STUDY฀AT฀UNIVERSITY฀
OR฀4!&%�฀AS฀ALMOST฀ALL฀HAVE฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀
AT฀THIS฀AGE	฀ACCOUNTS฀FOR฀����฀PER฀CENT�฀
WHEREAS฀FOR฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IT฀IS฀����฀PER฀
CENT�฀7HILE฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
HAVE฀LEFT฀EDUCATION฀AND฀HAVE฀FULL
TIME฀
JOBS�฀JUST฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀฀
ARE฀IN฀THAT฀SITUATION�

4ABLE฀�
.OT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀
EACH฀3TATE฀AND฀4ERRITORY�฀-AY฀����฀��	

3TATE฀OR฀TERRITORY �฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK
.37 ����
6ICTORIA ����
1UEENSLAND ����
3OUTH฀!USTRALIA ����
7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA ����
4ASMANIA ����
.ORTHERN฀4ERRITORY ����
!#4 ���

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
.OTE�฀!LL฀STUDENTS฀ENROLLED฀AT฀SCHOOL฀ARE฀TREATED฀AS฀FULL
TIME�

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����



)T฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀WHEN฀INTERPRETING฀STATE

LEVEL฀VARIATIONS฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀
EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK฀TO฀KEEP฀IN฀MIND฀THAT฀
THERE฀ARE฀DIFFERENCES฀ACROSS฀STATES฀IN฀
THE฀AGE฀AT฀WHICH฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀LEAVE฀
SCHOOL�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀THE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀9EAR฀
��฀STUDENTS฀IN฀7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA฀ARE฀��฀
OR฀���฀AND฀THERE฀ARE฀VERY฀FEW฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
STILL฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀"Y฀CONTRAST�฀IN฀6ICTORIA฀
ALMOST฀ALL฀9EAR฀��฀STUDENTS฀ARE฀��฀OR฀��฀
YEARS฀OF฀AGE�฀4HIS฀LEADS�฀FOR฀6ICTORIA�฀TO฀
HIGHER฀NUMBERS฀OF฀OLDER฀TEENAGERS฀IN฀
SCHOOL฀AND฀THEREFORE฀LOWER฀RATES฀NOT฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK�฀4HE฀
DIFFERENCES฀IN฀AGE฀AND฀GRADE฀STRUCTURES฀
ARE฀LARGELY฀A฀RESULT฀OF฀PAST฀DIFFERENCES฀
IN฀SCHOOL฀STARTING฀AGES฀ACROSS฀THE฀STATES�฀
AND฀ARE฀ALSO฀INFLUENCED฀BY฀VARYING฀
RETENTION฀RATES฀�SEE฀&IGURE฀�	฀AND฀
MINIMUM฀SCHOOL฀LEAVING฀AGES�฀7ITH฀
A฀COMMON฀SCHOOL฀STARTING฀AGE฀NOW฀IN฀
PLACE฀ACROSS฀MOST฀STATES�฀THE฀VARIATIONS฀
IN฀AGE฀DISTRIBUTIONS฀CAN฀BE฀EXPECTED฀฀
TO฀FALL฀OVER฀THE฀NEXT฀DECADE�

&IGURE฀�
!PPARENT฀RETENTION฀OF฀FULL
TIME฀STUDENTS฀FROM฀9EAR฀���฀TO฀9EAR฀���฀฀
BY฀STATE�TERRITORY�฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀3CHOOLS�฀!USTRALIA฀�����	

4O฀COMPARE฀STATE฀AND฀TERRITORY฀
DIFFERENCES฀MORE฀MEANINGFULLY฀WHEN฀
LOOKING฀AT฀EARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀
ACTIVITIES฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀ONE฀OPTION฀
IS฀TO฀COMPARE฀LIKE฀WITH฀LIKE฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀
9EAR฀��฀AGE฀DISTRIBUTION฀�FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀
TO฀COMPARE฀1UEENSLAND฀WITH฀7ESTERN฀
!USTRALIA�฀WHERE฀AVERAGE฀AGES฀OF฀9EAR฀
��฀STUDENTS฀IN฀����฀WERE฀����฀AND฀����฀
YEARS฀RESPECTIVELY�฀AND฀TO฀COMPARE฀
6ICTORIA฀AND฀.EW฀3OUTH฀7ALES�฀WHERE฀
THESE฀MEAN฀AGES฀WERE฀����฀AND฀����฀
YEARS	�฀/N฀THIS฀BASIS�฀THEREFORE�฀IT฀WOULD฀
APPEAR฀THAT�฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀MAKING฀
THE฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL�฀IN฀����฀
CIRCUMSTANCES฀IN฀6ICTORIA฀ARE฀SLIGHTLY฀
MORE฀FAVOURABLE฀THAN฀IN฀.EW฀3OUTH฀
7ALES�฀AND฀MORE฀FAVOURABLE฀IN฀7ESTERN฀
!USTRALIA฀THAN฀IN฀1UEENSLAND�฀
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4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED฀HAS฀RISEN฀SHARPLY฀SINCE฀�����฀
REVERSING฀THE฀DOWNWARD฀TREND฀OF฀
RECENT฀YEARS

/VER฀THE฀LAST฀FEW฀YEARS�฀CONSISTENT฀
FALLS฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀
EARNING฀OR฀LEARNING฀HAD฀BEEN฀RELATED฀TO฀
IMPROVED฀SCHOOL฀RETENTION�฀AND฀GROWTH฀
IN฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀AND฀POST
SCHOOL฀
EDUCATION�฀(OWEVER฀THE฀MOST฀RECENT฀
DATA฀REVEALS฀A฀SHARP฀INCREASE฀OF฀THREE฀
PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀
����฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED�฀FROM฀����฀PER฀CENT฀TO฀����฀
PER฀CENT�฀&IGURE฀��฀PRESENTING฀DATA฀FOR฀
THE฀PERIOD฀����
�����฀INDICATES฀THAT฀THE฀
CURRENT฀PROPORTION฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
WHO฀WERE฀NEITHER฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀NOR฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀IS฀THE฀HIGHEST฀THAT฀
IT฀HAS฀BEEN฀SINCE฀THE฀RECESSION฀OF฀THE฀
EARLY฀����S฀WHEN฀IT฀REACHED฀A฀PEAK฀OF฀฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀

&IGURE฀�฀
.OT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀฀
BY฀GENDER�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
.OTE�฀!LL฀STUDENTS฀ENROLLED฀AT฀SCHOOL฀ARE฀TREATED฀AS฀FULL
TIME

)T฀IS฀CLEAR฀FROM฀&IGURE฀�฀THAT฀OVER฀THE฀
LAST฀TWO฀DECADES฀RATES฀OF฀MARGINAL฀
ATTACHMENT฀TO฀EDUCATION฀AND฀THE฀LABOUR฀
MARKET฀HAVE฀GENERALLY฀BEEN฀HIGHER฀
FOR฀FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES�฀7HILE฀THE฀SIZE฀
OF฀THE฀GENDER฀GAP฀HAS฀FLUCTUATED�฀A฀
DIFFERENCE฀OF฀ABOUT฀TWO฀PERCENTAGE฀
POINTS฀HAS฀BEEN฀COMMON฀°฀AND฀IT฀IS฀
OF฀THAT฀ORDER฀OF฀MAGNITUDE฀IN฀����฀
�DROPPING฀FROM฀FOUR฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀
IN฀����	�

4HIS฀RECENT฀DETERIORATION฀IN฀THE฀SITUATION฀
FOR฀TEENAGERS฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀THE฀
DOWNTURN฀IN฀THE฀ECONOMY฀AND฀REDUCED฀
OPPORTUNITIES฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀
CAN฀ALSO฀BE฀SEEN฀IN฀&IGURE฀��฀)T฀SHOWS฀A฀
SUBSTANTIAL฀DECREASE฀IN฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀
OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀
BUT฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀FALLING฀
FROM฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀IN฀����฀
TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀&URTHERMORE฀
THE฀DECLINE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀
HAS฀NOT฀BEEN฀OFFSET฀BY฀ANY฀GROWTH฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AMONGST฀��฀TO฀��฀
YEAR
OLDS�฀INSTEAD�฀THE฀LATTER฀PEAKED฀IN฀
�����฀AND฀HAS฀DIPPED฀SLIGHTLY฀IN฀THE฀TWO฀
SUBSEQUENT฀YEARS�฀

&IGURE฀�
0ARTICIPATION฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
.OTE�฀!LL฀STUDENTS฀ENROLLED฀AT฀SCHOOL฀ARE฀TREATED฀AS฀FULL
TIME�
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&IGURE฀�
0ARTICIPATION฀IN฀SCHOOL฀AND฀OTHER฀TYPE฀OF฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

!S฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀IN฀&IGURE฀��฀FROM฀����฀
ON�฀A฀COMBINATION฀OF฀GREATER฀SCHOOL฀
PARTICIPATION฀AND฀INCREASED฀POST
SCHOOL฀
EDUCATION฀ACCOUNTED฀FOR฀THE฀OVERALL฀
GROWTH฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AMONGST฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀&IGURE฀�฀SHOWED฀THAT฀
THIS฀GROWTH฀PEAKED฀IN฀�����฀3INCE฀THEN�฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀&IGURE฀��฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀
TEENAGERS฀IN฀NON
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀HAS฀
FLATTENED�฀AND฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀IN฀SCHOOL฀
HAS฀FALLEN฀SLIGHTLY�

��

5NEMPLOYMENT฀IS฀ON฀THE฀RISE฀FOR฀
TEENAGERS

4HE฀PERIOD฀FROM฀����฀TO฀����฀GENERALLY฀
SAW฀FALLS฀IN฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
AMONG฀TEENAGERS฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀IN฀FULL

TIME฀EDUCATION�฀&IGURE฀�฀REVEALS฀THIS฀RATE฀
FELL฀FROM฀����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀����฀TO฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀IN฀�����฀5NEMPLOYMENT฀HAS฀RISEN฀
SHARPLY฀FROM฀����฀TO฀�����฀THOUGH�฀
SHOWING฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN�฀4HE฀RATE฀HAS฀RISEN฀���฀
PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀IN฀ONE฀YEAR�฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀
LARGEST฀ANNUAL฀INCREASES฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀
OVER฀THE฀PAST฀TWO฀DECADES�฀)N฀TERMS฀OF฀
UNEMPLOYMENT�฀IT฀WOULD฀APPEAR฀THAT฀
TEENAGERS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀MARKEDLY฀AFFECTED฀
BY฀THE฀RECENT฀ECONOMIC฀DECLINE�฀WITH฀
THE฀IMPROVEMENTS฀MADE฀SINCE฀THE฀
BEGINNING฀OF฀THE฀DECADE฀HALTED฀AND฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀RISING฀STEEPLY�฀

"ASED฀ON฀THE฀TRENDS฀IN฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
RATES฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN฀HAVE฀BEEN฀FELT฀BY฀BOTH฀MALES฀
AND฀FEMALES�฀THOUGH฀MALES฀APPEAR฀TO฀
HAVE฀EXPERIENCED฀IT฀MORE฀INTENSELY�฀4HE฀
LARGER฀RISE฀IN฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀BETWEEN฀
����฀AND฀����฀WAS฀AMONG฀MALES฀°฀
���฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS�฀AS฀AGAINST฀���฀
POINTS฀FOR฀FEMALES�฀)N฀�����฀RATES฀OF฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀WERE฀SIMILAR฀FOR฀MALES฀
AND฀FEMALES�฀

&IGURE฀�
5NEMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀FOR฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀฀
����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
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4ABLE฀�
.OT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀฀
BY฀3TATE�4ERRITORY�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY�฀����฀¯฀����฀��	

MAY NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS NT ACT AUSTRALIA
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ����
-EAN ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
.OTE�฀6ALUES฀FOR฀SMALLER฀STATES฀ARE฀UNRELIABLE฀DUE฀TO฀LARGE฀STANDARD฀ERRORS�
3OME฀VALUES฀DIFFER฀FROM฀EARLIER฀EDITIONS฀OF฀(90!&฀DUE฀TO฀USE฀OF฀REVISED฀ESTIMATES�฀

4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀
ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀OR฀STUDY฀
VARIES฀ACROSS฀STATES�฀WITH฀MOST฀STATES฀
RECORDING฀INCREASES฀SINCE฀����

4ABLE฀�฀RECORDS฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀
TEENAGERS฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀
OR฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀FOR฀THE฀STATES฀
AND฀TERRITORIES฀IN฀EACH฀YEAR฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀
DECADE�฀)N฀ALL฀STATES฀THE฀IMPROVEMENT฀
IN฀THE฀EDUCATION฀AND฀EMPLOYMENT฀
CIRCUMSTANCES฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀THAT฀HAD฀
BEEN฀OCCURRING฀OVER฀SEVERAL฀RECENT฀
YEARS฀HAS฀HALTED�฀"ETWEEN฀����฀AND฀
�����฀THE฀THREE฀LARGEST฀STATES฀HAVE฀
ALL฀SUFFERED฀CONSIDERABLE฀INCREASES฀IN฀
THE฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED�฀/F฀THESE�฀THE฀SHARPEST฀ANNUAL฀
INCREASE฀WAS฀IN฀1UEENSLAND฀�MORE฀
THAN฀�฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS	฀FOLLOWED฀
BY฀6ICTORIA฀�MORE฀THAN฀�฀PERCENTAGE฀
POINTS	�

7HILE฀THE฀ESTIMATES฀FOR฀SMALLER฀STATES฀
MAY฀NOT฀BE฀RELIABLE฀DUE฀TO฀LARGE฀
STANDARD฀ERRORS�฀4ABLE฀�฀SHOWS฀THAT฀
IN฀BOTH฀3OUTH฀!USTRALIA฀AND฀7ESTERN฀
!USTRALIA฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀
NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EITHER฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀฀
OR฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀WERE฀ALSO฀HIGHER฀
IN฀����฀THAN฀THEY฀HAD฀BEEN฀FOR฀MOST฀฀
OF฀THE฀DECADE�฀EXCEPT฀FOR฀THE฀PERIOD฀
����
�����฀AND฀ALSO฀IN฀����
����฀FOR฀
3OUTH฀!USTRALIA�฀4HE฀ONLY฀EXCEPTIONS฀฀
TO฀THIS฀GENERAL฀TREND฀WERE฀THE฀
!USTRALIAN฀#APITAL฀4ERRITORY฀AND฀THE฀
.ORTHERN฀4ERRITORY�฀WHERE฀THE฀����฀
FIGURES฀WERE฀SLIGHTLY฀LOWER฀THAN฀
PREVIOUSLY฀�BUT฀SEE฀CAVEAT฀ABOVE฀
CONCERNING฀RELIABILITY฀OF฀ESTIMATES	�฀

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

��฀
%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
TRAINING฀AND฀WORK



6ERY฀FEW฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀COMBINE฀PART

TIME฀STUDY฀AND฀PART
TIME฀WORK

4HE฀COMBINATION฀OF฀PART
TIME฀STUDY฀
WITH฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀MAY฀BE฀REGARDED฀
AS฀THE฀EQUIVALENT฀OF฀FULL฀ENGAGEMENT฀
WITH฀EARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀ACTIVITIES�฀
(OWEVER�฀VERY฀FEW฀TEENAGERS฀ACTUALLY฀
DO฀THIS�฀!S฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀FROM฀4ABLE฀��฀IN฀
����฀JUST฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀ALL฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR

OLDS฀WERE฀BOTH฀WORKING฀AND฀STUDYING฀
PART
TIME�฀WITH฀THIS฀BEING฀MUCH฀MORE฀
LIKELY฀AMONG฀OLDER฀THAN฀YOUNGER฀
TEENAGERS�฀�!LTHOUGH฀NOT฀RECORDED฀
IN฀4ABLE฀��฀THIS฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀CONSISTENT฀
PATTERN฀OVER฀THE฀PRECEDING฀DECADE�฀
WHEN฀THE฀OVERALL฀FIGURE฀HAS฀HOVERED฀
BETWEEN฀ONE฀AND฀ONE฀AND฀A฀HALF฀PER฀
CENT�	฀)T฀IS฀MORE฀LIKELY฀THAT฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
COMBINING฀STUDY฀AND฀WORK฀ARE฀ENGAGED฀
IN฀AT฀LEAST฀ONE฀OF฀THOSE฀ACTIVITIES฀ON฀A฀
FULL
TIME฀BASIS�฀

��

4ABLE฀�
.OT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀AND฀COMBINING฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀
PART
TIME฀STUDY�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR฀OLDS�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY฀����฀��	

NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION
OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK

COMBINING฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀AND
PART
TIME฀STUDY

!GE � �
�� ��� ���
�� ��� ���฀
�� ���� ���
�� ���� ���
�� ���� ���
��
�� ���� ���

3OURCE�฀!"3฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK�฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�CUSTOMISED฀TABLES	
.OTE�฀$UE฀TO฀USE฀HERE฀OF฀FIGURES฀FROM฀THE฀����฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK฀SURVEY�฀THE฀VALUES฀IN฀THE฀FIRST฀COLUMN฀DO฀
NOT฀MATCH฀THOSE฀SHOWN฀ELSEWHERE฀�EG฀IN฀4ABLE฀�	฀WHICH฀ARE฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀-AY฀����฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀SURVEY�

!CADEMIC฀ACHIEVEMENT฀IS฀STRONGLY฀
LINKED฀TO฀THE฀LIKELIHOOD฀OF฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀BEING฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀
EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK฀AT฀AGE฀��

!NALYSES฀OF฀DATA฀FROM฀THE฀����฀COHORT฀
OF฀THE฀,ONGITUDINAL฀3URVEYS฀OF฀!USTRALIAN฀
9OUTH฀�,3!9	฀YIELD฀EVIDENCE฀ABOUT฀THE฀
EFFECTS฀OF฀A฀RANGE฀OF฀FACTORS�฀SUCH฀AS฀
ACHIEVEMENT฀LEVELS�฀ON฀THE฀LIKELIHOOD฀฀
OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀NOT฀BEING฀ENGAGED฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀

-EMBERS฀OF฀THE฀����฀,3!9฀COHORT฀
PARTICIPATED฀IN฀THE฀0ROGRAM฀OF฀
)NTERNATIONAL฀3TUDENT฀!SSESSMENT฀
�0)3!	฀IN฀�����฀0)3!฀ATTEMPTS฀TO฀
MEASURE฀THE฀SKILLS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀STUDENTS฀
AT฀AGE฀��฀ACROSS฀VARIOUS฀LEARNING฀AREAS฀
�/%#$�฀����	�฀)N฀�����฀THE฀0)3!฀TESTS฀
MEASURED฀ACHIEVEMENT฀IN฀READING�฀
MATHEMATICS�฀SCIENCE฀AND฀PROBLEM

SOLVING�฀WITH฀A฀PARTICULAR฀EMPHASIS฀ON฀
MATHEMATICS�฀4HROUGH฀,3!9�฀ADDITIONAL฀
INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀THE฀EDUCATIONAL฀
AND฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀COHORT฀
MEMBERS฀IS฀COLLECTED฀EACH฀YEAR�฀4HIS฀
ENABLES฀AN฀INVESTIGATION฀OF฀THEIR฀POST

SCHOOL฀EXPERIENCES฀AT฀A฀PARTICULAR฀POINT฀
IN฀TIME฀OR฀OVER฀SEVERAL฀YEARS�฀ACCORDING฀
TO฀THEIR฀LEVELS฀OF฀0)3!฀ACHIEVEMENT�฀4HE฀
PROPORTIONS฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WHO฀WERE฀
NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀
WORK฀IN฀����฀ARE฀PRESENTED฀IN฀&IGURE฀��฀
GROUPED฀INTO฀QUARTILES฀OF฀ACHIEVEMENT฀
WHILE฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀

,OWER฀ACHIEVERS฀ARE฀FAR฀MORE฀LIKELY฀THAN฀
HIGHER฀ACHIEVERS฀TO฀BE฀LESS฀THAN฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK฀AFTER฀
LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀)N฀�����฀MORE฀THAN฀฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAD฀BEEN฀IN฀฀
THE฀LOWEST฀ACHIEVEMENT฀BAND฀WERE฀฀
NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀IN฀EITHER฀
PART
TIME฀WORK�฀UNEMPLOYED�฀OR฀NOT฀
IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀4HIS฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀ALMOST฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THE฀HIGHEST฀
ACHIEVERS฀EXPERIENCING฀SUCH฀LABOUR฀
FORCE฀MARGINALISATION�฀

&IGURE฀�฀
.OT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀�����฀฀
BY฀ACHIEVEMENT฀QUARTILE฀��	

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9
.OTE�฀!CHIEVEMENT฀QUARTILES฀BASED฀ON฀COMPOSITE฀MEASURE฀OF฀0)3!฀RESULTS฀ACROSS฀MATHS�฀฀
READING�฀SCIENCE฀AND฀PROBLEM
SOLVING�
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(IGHER
LEVEL฀VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING฀IS฀OF฀GROWING฀IMPORTANCE

$URING฀PERIODS฀OF฀ECONOMIC฀UNCERTAINTY�฀
ALL฀FORMS฀OF฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀
BECOME฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀AS฀A฀MEANS฀
OF฀IMPROVING฀EMPLOYABILITY�฀4HE฀
PROPORTIONS฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
ENGAGED฀IN฀DIFFERENT฀LEVELS฀OF฀NON

SCHOOL฀STUDY฀IN฀EACH฀YEAR฀FROM฀����฀TO฀
����฀ARE฀DISPLAYED฀IN฀&IGURE฀��฀"ETWEEN฀
THOSE฀YEARS฀THERE฀WAS฀A฀MARKED฀
RISE฀IN฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀UNDERTAKING฀
VOCATIONAL฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀�6%4	฀
AT฀#ERTIFICATE฀)))฀LEVEL฀AND฀ABOVE�฀FROM฀
���฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀TEENAGERS�฀/VER฀
THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀THE฀PROPORTION฀DOING฀
A฀BACHELOR฀DEGREE฀GREW฀SLIGHTLY�฀WHILE฀
ENROLMENTS฀IN฀BASIC฀6%4฀CERTIFICATES฀AS฀
A฀PROPORTION฀OF฀THE฀TEENAGE฀POPULATION฀
DECLINED�฀(IGHER
LEVEL฀6%4฀QUALIFICATIONS฀
ARE฀BECOMING฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀AS฀
A฀SOURCE฀OF฀STUDY฀AND฀TRAINING฀FOR฀
TEENAGERS�

&IGURE฀�฀
0ARTICIPATION฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀BY฀LEVEL฀OF฀COURSE�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK�฀!USTRALIA฀�����	

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

!PPRENTICESHIPS฀REMAIN฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀
TRAINING฀PATHWAY

3OME฀OF฀THE฀GROWTH฀IN฀#ERTIFICATE฀)))฀
AND฀HIGHER฀LEVEL฀6%4฀COURSES฀DISPLAYED฀
IN฀&IGURE฀�฀IS฀ATTRIBUTABLE฀TO฀THE฀STEADY฀
INCREASE�฀OVER฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀DECADE�฀IN฀
THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀DOING฀
APPRENTICESHIPS฀AND฀TRAINEESHIPS�฀฀
4ABLE฀�฀REVEALS฀THAT฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀฀
OF฀TEENAGERS฀WHO฀WERE฀IN฀SUCH฀TRAINING฀
ROSE฀FROM฀���฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀CLIMBING฀
FURTHER฀FROM฀���฀PER฀CENT฀TO฀���฀PER฀CENT฀
BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀�����฀(OWEVER฀THE฀
ESTIMATE฀FOR฀����฀INDICATES฀A฀REVERSAL฀฀
OF฀THIS฀TREND�฀WITH฀THE฀FIRST฀�SMALL	฀
DECLINE฀IN฀MORE฀THAN฀A฀DECADE�฀.EXT฀
YEAR´S฀FIGURES฀WILL฀PROVIDE฀A฀BETTER฀GUIDE฀
AS฀TO฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀RECENT฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN฀ON฀THE฀RATE฀AT฀WHICH฀
TEENAGERS฀EMBARK฀ON฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀
AND฀TRAINEESHIPS�฀BUT฀THE฀����฀FIGURE฀
SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀LONG
TERM฀INCREASE฀
HAS฀STALLED�

4ABLE฀�฀
0ARTICIPATION฀IN฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀AND฀TRAINEESHIPS�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀!USTRALIA฀����
����฀��	

YEAR ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
�฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀IN฀TRAINING ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

3OURCES�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀
.OTE�฀3OME฀VALUES฀DIFFER฀FROM฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀EDITION฀OF฀(90!&฀DUE฀TO฀THE฀USE฀OF฀REVISED฀ESTIMATES
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4ABLE฀�฀HIGHLIGHTS฀THE฀GREATER฀
SIGNIFICANCE฀OF฀THIS฀FORM฀OF฀VOCATIONAL฀
TRAINING฀FOR฀MALES฀THAN฀FOR฀FEMALES�฀
.ATIONALLY�฀IN฀����฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀
TEENAGE฀MALES฀DOING฀AN฀APPRENTICESHIP฀
OR฀TRAINEESHIP฀WAS฀DOUBLE฀THAT฀OF฀
FEMALES฀�����฀PER฀COMPARED฀WITH฀���฀
PER฀CENT	�฀,OOKING฀ACROSS฀THE฀STATES�฀
VOCATIONAL฀TRAINING฀HAS฀A฀MORE฀
IMPORTANT฀ROLE�฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀LARGER฀
PROPORTIONS฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀PARTICIPATING�฀
IN฀1UEENSLAND�฀4ASMANIA�฀AND฀7ESTERN฀
!USTRALIA฀�THOUGH฀MAINLY฀FOR฀MALES฀
RATHER฀THAN฀FEMALES	�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀
.EW฀3OUTH฀7ALES฀AND฀6ICTORIA�฀

4ABLE฀�
!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀IN
TRAINING�฀AGE฀��฀AND฀BELOW�฀BY฀GENDER฀AND฀3TATE�
4ERRITORY�฀����฀��	

NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS NT ACT AUS
)N
TRAINING฀IN฀����฀AS฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀POPULATION฀AGED฀��
��
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ����
&EMALES ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
0ERSONS ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���

3OURCES�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	฀!"3฀0OPULATION฀BY฀!GE฀AND฀3EX�฀
!USTRALIAN฀3TATES฀AND฀4ERRITORIES฀�����	

��

&OCUSING฀ON฀TEENAGERS฀WHO฀COMMENCED฀AN฀APPRENTICESHIP฀OR฀TRAINEESHIP฀IN฀�����฀
4ABLE฀�฀SHOWS฀THAT฀MALES฀COMPRISED฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THE฀TOTAL฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀WERE฀
FEMALES�฀/VERALL�฀A฀LITTLE฀UNDER฀HALF฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀ALL฀TEENAGERS฀WHO฀COMMENCED฀
TRAINING฀WERE฀IN฀TRADES฀OCCUPATIONS฀AND฀A฀BIT฀OVER฀HALF฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀WERE฀IN฀NON

TRADE฀OCCUPATIONS�฀BUT฀THESE฀PROPORTIONS฀MASKED฀STRONG฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCES�฀4RADE฀
COMMENCEMENTS฀WERE฀OVERWHELMINGLY฀MALE฀�THEY฀MADE฀UP฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀ALL฀
COMMENCEMENTS	�฀AND฀FEMALES฀PREDOMINATED฀IN฀THE฀NON
TRADES�฀COMPRISING฀ONE฀
THIRD฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀ALL฀COMMENCEMENTS�

4ABLE฀�
!PPRENTICESHIP฀AND฀TRAINEESHIP฀COMMENCEMENTS�฀AGE฀��฀AND฀BELOW�฀BY฀TRADE฀STATUS฀AND฀GENDER�฀!USTRALIA฀����฀��	

4RADES .ON
TRADES !LL
฀!GE -ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS
��฀AND฀BELOW ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����
�� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� ���� ��� ����
�� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� ��� ����
�� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ����
�� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ����
4OTAL฀��฀YEARS฀฀
AND฀BELOW ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� �����

3OURCE�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	

4ABLE฀�฀PRESENTS฀INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀THE฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀APPRENTICESHIP฀AND฀
TRAINEESHIP฀COMMENCEMENTS฀AMONG฀TEENAGERS฀ACROSS฀!USTRALIA฀IN฀�����฀.ATIONALLY�฀
THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀COMMENCEMENTS฀WAS฀EQUIVALENT฀TO฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THE฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLD฀
POPULATION�฀3TATES฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀COMMENCEMENTS฀WAS฀HIGHER฀THAN฀THE฀
NATIONAL฀AVERAGE฀WERE฀6ICTORIA�฀1UEENSLAND฀AND฀4ASMANIA�฀WHERE฀COMMENCEMENTS฀
REPRESENTED฀MORE฀THAN฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THE฀TEENAGE฀POPULATION�฀WHILE฀.37�฀WITH฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT�฀WAS฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀BELOW�฀

4ABLE฀�
!PPRENTICESHIP฀AND฀TRAINEESHIP฀COMMENCEMENTS�฀AGE฀��฀AND฀BELOW�฀BY฀3TATE�4ERRITORY�฀����฀��	

฀ NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS NT ACT AUS
3HARE฀OF฀TOTAL฀COMMENCEMENTS฀OF฀��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
3HARE฀OF฀POPULATION฀AGED฀��
�� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���
#OMMENCEMENTS฀AS฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀POPULATION฀AGED฀��
�� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

3OURCE�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	



7HILE฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀ARE฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀
PATHWAY฀FOR฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS�฀THE฀
ARRANGEMENTS฀FOR฀STUDY฀IN฀THIS฀FORM฀OF฀
EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀ARE฀BECOMING฀
MORE฀DIVERSE�฀/NE฀CHANGE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀
SHIFT฀TOWARDS฀PART
TIME฀ARRANGEMENTS�฀
"ETWEEN฀����฀AND฀����฀THE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀
TEENAGERS฀COMMENCING฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀
AND฀TRAINEESHIPS฀INCREASED฀FROM฀
�������฀TO฀ALMOST฀��������฀(OWEVER฀
THAT฀GROWTH฀WAS฀MAINLY฀ATTRIBUTED฀TO฀
THOSE฀COMMENCING฀PART
TIME฀TRAINING�฀
AND฀AS฀INDICATED฀BY฀4ABLE฀��฀THERE฀
WAS฀A฀DECLINE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀TRAINING฀AS฀
A฀PROPORTION฀OF฀TOTAL฀COMMENCEMENTS฀
FROM฀����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀DOWN฀TO฀����฀
PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀4HIS฀DECREASE฀OCCURRED฀
FOR฀BOTH฀MALES฀AND฀FEMALES�฀AND฀IN฀
EACH฀CASE฀WAS฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀ORDER฀OF฀
MAGNITUDE฀OF฀OVER฀�฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS�

4ABLE฀��฀฀
!PPRENTICESHIP฀AND฀TRAINEESHIP฀COMMENCEMENTS�฀AGE฀��฀AND฀BELOW�฀฀
FULL
TIME฀AS฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀TOTAL�฀BY฀GENDER�฀!USTRALIA�฀����
����฀��	

฀ &ULL
TIME฀AS฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀TOTAL฀COMMENCEMENTS
฀ -ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS

���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����

3OURCE�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

��฀
%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
TRAINING฀AND฀WORK



3CHOOL฀LEAVERS
3OME฀INFORMATION฀ABOUT฀THE฀
DESTINATIONS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀IN฀THE฀
YEAR฀FOLLOWING฀THEIR฀EXIT฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀
CAN฀BE฀DRAWN฀FROM฀THE฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀
&ORCE฀3URVEY�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀ESTIMATES฀
DERIVED฀FROM฀THIS฀SOURCE�฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
OF฀THE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀WHO฀
HAD฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀IN฀����฀WERE฀ENGAGED฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀IN฀-AY฀����฀
�SEE฀4ABLE฀��	�฀!BOUT฀HALF฀OF฀THIS฀GROUP฀
WAS฀ALSO฀WORKING฀PART
TIME�฀4HE฀RATE฀
OF฀ENTRY฀TO฀FULL
TIME฀FURTHER฀STUDY฀WAS฀
SIX฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀HIGHER฀FOR฀FEMALE฀
SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀THAN฀FOR฀
MALES฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀A฀PATTERN฀THAT฀HAS฀
BEEN฀CONSISTENTLY฀OBSERVED฀OVER฀TIME�฀

��

4ABLE฀��
%DUCATION฀AND฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀STATUS฀OF฀PERSONS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀WHO฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀IN฀�����฀BY฀GENDER�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY฀����฀��	

IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀
FORCE SUB฀TOTAL

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN
LABOUR฀
FORCE SUB฀TOTAL TOTAL

� � � � � � � � � � �
-ALES ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� �����
&EMALES ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ฀��� ��� ���� �����
0ERSONS ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� �����

0REVIOUS฀YEAR฀RESULTS฀�����฀RESULTS฀FOR฀����฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS	
-ALES ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� �����
&EMALE ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� �����
0ERSONS ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

)N฀-AY฀�����฀APART฀FROM฀THOSE฀WHO฀
WERE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀
WORK�฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀
WERE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀JOBS�฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
WERE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀AND฀�฀PER฀CENT฀HAD฀
WITHDRAWN฀FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀4HUS฀
A฀TOTAL฀OF฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀THIRD฀�����฀
PER฀CENT	฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WERE฀NOT฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀THE฀YEAR฀FOLLOWING฀
THEIR฀EXIT฀FROM฀SCHOOL�฀WITH฀THE฀GENDER฀
DIFFERENTIAL฀ON฀THIS฀OVERALL฀MEASURE฀
FAVOURING฀MALES฀OVER฀FEMALES�฀

/NE฀IN฀FIVE฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀ENTERED฀FULL

TIME฀WORK฀RATHER฀THAN฀CONTINUING฀WITH฀
STUDY฀IN฀�����฀-ALES฀WERE฀MUCH฀MORE฀
LIKELY฀TO฀DO฀SO฀THAN฀FEMALES฀�����฀PER฀
CENT฀COMPARED฀WITH฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀THIS฀
GENDER฀GAP฀BEING฀PARTLY฀DUE฀TO฀MALES฀
HAVING฀A฀MUCH฀HIGHER฀RATE฀OF฀ENTRY฀TO฀
APPRENTICESHIPS�฀WHICH฀CAN฀BE฀RECORDED฀
AS฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀.EVERTHELESS฀FOR฀
MALES฀THIS฀REPRESENTED฀A฀SHARP�฀ALMOST฀
TEN฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀DECLINE�฀FROM฀THE฀
PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀WHEN฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀
THIRD฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀MALES฀HAD฀฀
MOVED฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀TO฀A฀FULL
TIME฀JOB�฀

4RANSITION฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀฀
IS฀BECOMING฀MORE฀DIFFICULT฀FOR฀฀
SCHOOL฀LEAVERS

/NE฀OF฀THE฀MAJOR฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN฀HAS฀BEEN฀TO฀REDUCE฀RATES฀OF฀
ENTRY฀INTO฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS฀�AND฀POSSIBLY฀APPRENTICESHIPS�฀
HERE฀LIKELY฀RECORDED฀AS฀WORK	�฀&ULL

TIME฀WORK฀WAS฀LESS฀OF฀AN฀OPTION฀FOR฀
SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀IN฀�����฀3INCE฀RATES฀OF฀
ENGAGEMENT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING฀HAVE฀NOT฀RISEN฀MUCH�฀IT฀MEANS฀
THAT฀MORE฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀ARE฀DEPENDENT฀
ON฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀OR฀ARE฀UNEMPLOYED฀
OR฀ARE฀NOT฀ENTERING฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀฀
!LL฀THREE฀MARGINAL฀STATUS฀ACTIVITIES฀
RECORDED฀RISES฀FROM฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀



4ABLE฀��
%DUCATION฀AND฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀DESTINATIONS฀OF฀PERSONS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀WHO฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀IN฀�����฀BY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS ฀́HIGHEST฀YEAR฀OF฀
SCHOOL฀COMPLETED�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY฀����฀��	

IN฀EDUCATION
�FULL
TIME฀OR฀PART
TIME	 NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION

(IGHER฀ED 4!&% /THER
SUB

TOTAL
&ULL
TIME฀

WORK
0ART
TIME฀

WORK
3EEKING฀

WORK

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀
FORCE

SUB
TOTAL TOTAL

HIGHEST฀YEAR฀OF฀
SCHOOL฀COMPLETED

� � � � � � � � � �

9EAR฀�� ���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ���
9EAR฀�� ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���
9EAR฀��฀OR฀BELOW ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���
4OTAL ���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ���

3OURCE�฀!"3฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK�฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�CUSTOMISED฀TABLES	

.OTE฀THAT฀THESE฀FIGURES฀ARE฀FOR฀-AY฀
�����฀BEFORE฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN฀WERE฀BEING฀FELT฀°฀THAT฀IS�฀
DURING฀A฀MORE฀BUOYANT฀TIME�฀WHEN฀THE฀
PROPORTION฀WHO฀CONTINUED฀WITH฀FURTHER฀
EDUCATION฀HAD฀BEEN฀RISING฀�BETWEEN฀
����฀AND฀�����฀THIS฀HAD฀INCREASED฀
FROM฀AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT	�฀
!PPRENTICES฀MAY฀BE฀INCLUDED฀AMONG฀
THE฀SLIGHTLY฀HIGHER฀PERCENTAGES฀OF฀EARLY฀
LEAVERS฀THAN฀9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS฀WHO฀ARE฀
RECORDED฀AS฀BEING฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀
THE฀YEAR฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

4HE฀BENEFITS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀CAN฀
ALSO฀BE฀SEEN฀IN฀THE฀DIFFERENT฀PROPORTIONS฀
OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀¯฀
THAT฀IS�฀THOSE฀WHO฀WERE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀
WORK฀ONLY�฀SEEKING฀WORK�฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE�฀4HIS฀COMBINED฀FIGURE฀WAS฀
TWICE฀AS฀HIGH฀AMONG฀EARLY฀LEAVERS฀�OVER฀
��฀PER฀CENT	฀AS฀FOR฀9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT	�฀

#OMPLETION฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀INCREASES฀THE฀
LIKELIHOOD฀OF฀UNDERTAKING฀FURTHER฀
STUDY฀AND฀ALSO฀HELPS฀IN฀ENTRY฀TO฀THE฀
LABOUR฀MARKET

9EAR฀��฀COMPLETION฀HAS฀A฀SIGNIFICANT฀
IMPACT฀ON฀POST
SCHOOL฀DESTINATIONS�฀
"ASED฀ON฀THE฀MOST฀RECENTLY฀AVAILABLE฀
DATA฀FROM฀THE฀����฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK฀
SURVEY�฀4ABLE฀��฀RECORDS฀THE฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀STATUS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS฀IN฀THE฀FIRST฀YEAR฀AFTER฀LEAVING�฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀YEAR฀LEVEL฀
COMPLETED�฀4WO฀THIRDS฀OF฀����฀9EAR฀��฀
COMPLETERS฀CONTINUED฀ON฀TO฀SOME฀KIND฀
OF฀FULL
TIME฀OR฀PART
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
IN฀�����฀COMPARED฀WITH฀MUCH฀LOWER฀
PROPORTIONS฀OF฀EARLY฀LEAVERS฀°฀JUST฀��฀
PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀LEFT฀AT฀9EAR฀���฀฀
AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀STUDENTS฀WHO฀LEFT฀
FROM฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀BELOW�฀

4HE฀HIGHEST฀YEAR฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETED฀
ALSO฀INFLUENCED฀THE฀TYPE฀OF฀FURTHER฀STUDY฀
THAT฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀PURSUED�฀-OST฀9EAR฀
��฀COMPLETERS฀WENT฀ON฀TO฀UNIVERSITY฀°฀
FOUR฀IN฀TEN฀DID฀SO�฀WHILE฀TWO฀IN฀TEN฀WENT฀
TO฀4!&%�฀!MONG฀EARLY฀LEAVERS�฀4!&%฀WAS฀
A฀MORE฀IMPORTANT฀STUDY฀DESTINATION�฀
ACCOUNTING฀FOR฀THREE฀IN฀TEN�฀



%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WHO฀DO฀NOT฀
CONTINUE฀IN฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀ALSO฀
DISADVANTAGED฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET�฀
COMPARED฀TO฀THOSE฀WHO฀COMPLETE฀9EAR฀
���฀!S฀ILLUSTRATED฀IN฀&IGURE฀��฀WHILE฀
ABOUT฀ONE฀THIRD฀OF฀EARLY฀LEAVERS฀WHO฀
WERE฀NOT฀STUDYING฀WERE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
JOBS฀IN฀THE฀YEAR฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀
PROPORTIONATELY฀MORE฀9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS฀
WHO฀WENT฀STRAIGHT฀INTO฀THE฀WORKFORCE฀
WERE฀EMPLOYED฀FULL
TIME฀���฀PER฀CENT	�฀
4HE฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATE฀WAS฀HIGHEST฀
AMONG฀VERY฀EARLY฀LEAVERS฀�����฀PER฀CENT฀
FOR฀THOSE฀WHO฀LEFT฀AT฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀BELOW	฀
WHICH฀WAS฀MUCH฀MORE฀THAN฀TWICE฀THE฀
RATE฀OF฀�฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS�฀
AND฀WITHDRAWAL฀FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀
WAS฀SIMILARLY฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀EARLY฀
LEAVERS฀�AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT	฀THAN฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETERS฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀

4ABLE฀��
3CHOOL฀LEAVERS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀WHO฀WERE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE�฀AND฀NOT฀STUDYING�฀IN฀-AY฀OF฀THE฀YEAR฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀BY฀HIGHEST฀
YEAR฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETED�฀SELECTED฀YEARS฀����
����฀��	

9EAR฀��฀OR฀BELOW 9EAR฀�� 9EAR฀�� !LL฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS

-AY � � � �
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀4RANSITION฀TO฀7ORK฀AND฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK฀�SELECTED฀YEARS�฀CUSTOMISED฀TABLES	
.OTES�฀4HESE฀REPORTED฀PERCENTAGES฀EXCLUDE฀ALL฀STUDENTS฀WHETHER฀FULL
TIME฀OR฀PART
TIME�
����฀AND฀����฀REPORT฀9R฀��฀COMPLETION฀ONLY�฀NOT฀9EAR฀��฀AND฀BELOW�฀

��

&IGURE฀�฀
,ABOUR฀MARKET฀DESTINATIONS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀�PERSONS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀AT฀SCHOOL฀IN฀����฀BUT฀NOT฀IN฀����	฀฀
WHO฀ARE฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀BY฀HIGHEST฀YEAR฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETED�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK�฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�CUSTOMISED฀AND฀PUBLISHED฀TABLES	
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4ABLE฀��฀PRESENTS฀EVIDENCE฀OF฀THE฀EFFECT฀
OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀COMPARED฀WITH฀
EARLY฀LEAVING฀ON฀THE฀LIKELIHOOD฀OF฀NOT฀
BEING฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EITHER฀EDUCATION฀
OR฀WORK฀IN฀THE฀INITIAL฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀
&ROM฀4ABLE฀��฀IT฀IS฀CLEAR฀THAT฀EARLY฀
SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀CONSISTENTLY฀
DISADVANTAGED�฀COMPARED฀TO฀THOSE฀WHO฀
LEFT฀FROM฀9EAR฀���฀(OWEVER฀ALSO฀NOTE฀THAT฀
THE฀MOST฀RECENT฀DATA฀IN฀THE฀TABLE฀IS฀FOR฀
�����฀REFERENCED฀TO฀-AY฀OF฀THAT฀YEAR�฀
SHOWING฀A฀FALL฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTION฀฀
OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED�฀FROM฀
����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀����฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
IN฀�����฀4HIS฀APPARENTLY฀IMPROVING฀
SITUATION฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀PRE
DATES฀฀
THE฀ECONOMIC฀DOWNTURN�฀7HEN฀
AVAILABLE�฀DATA฀FOR฀����฀MIGHT฀PRESENT฀฀
A฀DIFFERENT฀PICTURE�฀



!LTHOUGH฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS฀NOT฀EARNING฀OR฀LEARNING฀HAD฀
BEEN฀DECLINING฀OVER฀RECENT฀YEARS�฀THIS฀
FIGURE฀JUMPED฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀IN฀����

4RENDS฀SINCE฀THE฀MID฀����S฀IN฀THE฀
PROPORTIONS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀NOT฀
ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀
FULL
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀THEIR฀FIRST฀POST
SCHOOL฀
YEAR฀ARE฀DISPLAYED฀IN฀&IGURE฀��฀$URING฀
THE฀EARLY฀����S฀THERE฀WAS฀A฀SIGNIFICANT฀
RISE�฀FROM฀JUST฀OVER฀��฀PER฀CENT฀TO฀MORE฀
THAN฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀
SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀IN฀FULL

TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀4HE฀
SUBSEQUENT฀TREND�฀UNTIL฀�����฀WAS฀
GENERALLY฀DOWNWARDS�฀(OWEVER฀THE฀
PERCENTAGE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀THEN฀
CLIMBED฀STEEPLY�฀BY฀NINE฀PERCENTAGE฀
POINTS�฀REACHING฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����

7HILE฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀LESS฀THAN฀FULL฀
ENGAGEMENT฀HAS฀DIFFERED฀FOR฀MALES฀AND฀
FEMALES฀OVER฀TIME�฀IT฀IS฀EVIDENT฀FROM฀
&IGURE฀�฀THAT฀FEMALES฀WERE฀GENERALLY฀
MORE฀LIKELY฀THAN฀MALES฀TO฀BE฀IN฀THIS฀
SITUATION�฀AND฀THAT฀THIS฀WAS฀ALSO฀THE฀฀
CASE฀IN฀�����

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

&IGURE฀�
3CHOOL฀LEAVERS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀
-AY฀OF฀YEAR฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

��฀
%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
TRAINING฀AND฀WORK

����

.37

����

6)#

����

1,$

����

3!

����

7!

����

4!3

����

.4

����

!#4

����

!USTRALIA

����

,OWEST

����

,OWER
MID

����

5PPER
MID

���

(IGHEST

�

��

��

��

��

���

�

�

�

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

�

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀
NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

�

3CHOOL &ULL
TIME฀NON฀SCHOOL฀EDUCATION

3CHOOL ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀NON฀
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

!LL
&EMALES

-ALES

����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����

�

�

��

��

��

��

!CHIEVEMENT฀QUARTILE฀�0)3!฀RESULTS	

�

�

�

��

��

� "ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�

!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
����
���

����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ���� ����

� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���

9R฀��
OR฀BELOW

9R฀��

9R฀��

�

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
0ART
TIME฀WORK
3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE

0ART
TIME฀WORK

5NEMPLOYED

.OT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE

�

��

��

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

�

.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED &ULL
TIME฀WORK &ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

��

�

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

(OME฀DUTIES ,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀
CONDITION฀OR฀DISABILITY

3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀
OR฀INJURY

4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀
LEISURE฀ACTIVITY

/THER

-ALES
&EMALES

�

��

��

��

��

���

+O
RE

A
#Z

EC
H฀

2E
PU

BL
IC

3L
OV

AK
฀2

EP
UB

LIC
#A

NA
DA

3W
ED

EN
&I

NL
AN

D
$E

NM
AR

K
3W

IT
ZE

RL
AN

D
!U

ST
RI

A
5N

IT
ED

฀3T
AT

ES
(U

NG
AR

Y
'E

RM
AN

Y
.O

RW
AY

)R
EL

AN
D

&R
AN

CE
"E

LG
IU

M
.E

TH
ER

LA
ND

S
!U

ST
RA

LIA
฀

,U
XE

M
BO

UR
G

.E
W

฀:E
AL

AN
D

5N
IT

ED
฀+

IN
GD

OM
'R

EE
CE

)C
EL

AN
D

)T
AL

Y
3P

AI
N

0O
LA

ND
0O

RT
UG

AL
-

EX
IC

O
4U

RK
EY

�

��
��฀ ��
��฀

����

���

���

���

����

���

���

����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
AND฀ABOVE

!DVANCED฀DIPLOMA
AND฀DIPLOMA

!PPRENTICESHIP

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

.ONE

����

����

����

���

���

��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

.ONE

/NE

4WO

4HREE

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

�฀
OF

฀PO
PU

LA
TI

ON
�฀

OF
฀PO

PU
LA

TI
ON

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

&OUR฀OR
MORE

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀
&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT
IN฀&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

5NEM

PLOYED

5NEM

PLOYED

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

���
���

���

���

���

���

���

���

����

����

����

$EGREE $IPLOMA !PPRENTICESHIP #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀�

-
EA

N฀
W

EE
KL

Y฀I
NC

OM
E฀�

�	

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

2ETIRED฀OR฀VOLUNTARILY฀INACTIVE
(OME฀DUTIES
#ARING฀FOR฀CHILDREN
,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀CONDITION฀OR฀
DISABILITY฀
3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀OR฀INJURY
,OOKING฀AFTER฀ILL฀OR฀DISABLED฀PERSON
4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀LEISURE฀ACTIVITY
7ORKING฀IN฀UNPAID฀VOLUNTARY฀JOB
/THER

��

���

���

���

��

��

��
���



9OUNG฀ADULTS
!MONG฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
ARE฀WORKING฀FULL
TIME฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

7HEREAS฀A฀LARGE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀
ARE฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀
AMONG฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀
THERE฀IS฀A฀SHIFT฀IN฀THE฀BALANCE฀OF฀MAIN฀
ACTIVITY฀AWAY฀FROM฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TOWARDS฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀4ABLE฀
��฀INDICATES฀THAT฀IN฀-AY฀����฀JUST฀
LESS฀THAN฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀
REMAINED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀STUDY�฀WHILE฀��฀
PER฀CENT฀WERE฀NO฀LONGER฀STUDYING฀BUT฀
WORKING฀FULL
TIME�฀

4ABLE฀��
%DUCATION฀AND฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀STATUS฀OF฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY฀����฀��	

).฀&5,,
4)-%฀%$5#!4)/. ./4฀).฀&5,,
4)-%฀%$5#!4)/.

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀
FORCE SUB฀TOTAL

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

0ART
TIME฀
WORK

3EEKING฀
WORK

.OT฀IN
LABOUR฀
FORCE SUB฀TOTAL TOTAL

� � � � � � � � � � �
-ALES ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� �����
&EMALES ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ���� �����
0ERSONS ��� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

��

!PPRENTICESHIPS฀ARE฀ALSO฀IMPORTANT฀฀
FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS

!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀MAY฀BE฀
INCLUDED฀IN฀ANY฀ONE฀OF฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀
CATEGORIES฀IN฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀SURVEY฀DATA�฀
/THER฀DATA฀ARE฀REQUIRED฀TO฀ESTIMATE฀
PARTICIPATION฀LEVELS฀IN฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀
AND฀TRAINEESHIPS�฀4ABLE฀��฀SHOWS฀THAT฀
OVER฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀MAY฀
HAVE฀BEEN฀ENGAGED฀IN฀VOCATIONAL฀
TRAINING฀AS฀APPRENTICES฀OR฀TRAINEES฀
IN฀�����฀4HE฀GENDER฀GAP฀THAT฀WAS฀
EVIDENT฀FOR฀TEENAGE฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
THIS฀FORM฀OF฀TRAINING฀WAS฀EVEN฀WIDER฀
FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀WITH฀NEARLY฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀MALES฀BUT฀JUST฀UNDER฀�฀PER฀CENT฀
OF฀FEMALES฀WHO฀WERE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀
YEARS฀IN฀SUCH฀TRAINING�฀7HEN฀LOOKING฀AT฀
STATE฀DIFFERENCES฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀WERE฀
HIGHEST฀IN฀4ASMANIA฀�FOR฀BOTH฀MALES฀AND฀
FEMALES	�฀6ICTORIA�฀AND฀3OUTH฀!USTRALIA฀
�MAINLY฀FOR฀FEMALES	฀AND฀AMONG฀THE฀
LARGER฀STATES฀7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA฀HAD฀THE฀
LOWEST฀PERCENTAGE฀����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀ITS฀
YOUNG฀ADULT฀POPULATION฀IN฀TRAINING�฀

4ABLE฀��
!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀IN
TRAINING�฀AGES฀��฀TO฀���฀BY฀GENDER฀AND฀3TATE�4ERRITORY�฀
����฀��	฀฀ ฀

.37 6)# 1,$ 3! 7! 4!3 .4 !#4 !53
)N
TRAINING฀IN฀����฀AS฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀POPULATION฀AGED฀��
��
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ����
&EMALES ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
0ERSONS ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

3OURCES�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	฀!"3฀0OPULATION฀BY฀!GE฀AND฀3EX�฀
!USTRALIAN฀3TATES฀AND฀4ERRITORIES�฀����

4HERE฀WERE฀MARKED฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀
IN฀THESE฀TWO฀MAIN฀ACTIVITIES�฀-ORE฀
FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES฀�ALMOST฀ONE฀THIRD�฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀JUST฀OVER฀ONE฀QUARTER	฀
WERE฀STUDYING฀FULL
TIME�฀"Y฀CONTRAST�฀
MORE฀THAN฀HALF฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀ALL฀
MALES฀WERE฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀JOBS�฀WHILE฀THIS฀PROPORTION฀FOR฀
FEMALES฀WAS฀MUCH฀LOWER฀���฀PER฀CENT	�฀

&OR฀THOSE฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀฀
THE฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATE฀WAS฀HIGHER฀
AMONG฀MALES฀����฀PER฀CENT	฀THAN฀
FEMALES฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀BUT฀TWICE฀AS฀
MANY฀FEMALES฀AS฀MALES฀HAD฀WITHDRAWN฀
FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀�����฀PER฀CENT฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀���฀PER฀CENT	�



/NE฀QUARTER฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WERE฀
NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀OR฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀IN฀�����฀A฀SHARP฀
INCREASE฀FROM฀����฀AND฀FOLLOWING฀A฀
DECADE฀IN฀WHICH฀THIS฀PROPORTION฀HAD฀
BEEN฀FALLING

4RENDS฀OVER฀TWO฀DECADES฀IN฀THE฀
PROPORTIONS฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR฀OLDS฀NOT฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THOSE฀IN฀FULL

TIME฀WORK฀AND฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀
ARE฀RECORDED฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀AND฀ARE฀
ALSO฀DISPLAYED฀IN฀&IGURE฀���฀7HILE฀
PARTICIPATION฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀
HAS฀BEEN฀AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀MUCH฀
OF฀THE฀PAST฀DECADE�฀THE฀LATEST฀ANNUAL฀
FIGURE฀SHOWS฀IT฀HAS฀SHRUNK฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
IN฀�����฀4HE฀TABLE฀ALSO฀UNDERSCORES฀THE฀
LONG
TERM฀DETERIORATION฀IN฀THE฀FULL
TIME฀
LABOUR฀MARKET฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀WITH฀A฀
TWENTY฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀DROP฀FROM฀��฀
PER฀CENT฀TWENTY฀YEARS฀AGO�฀$URING฀THE฀
SAME฀PERIOD฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀THIS฀AGE฀
GROUP฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
HAS฀MAINTAINED฀A฀CONSISTENT฀UPWARD฀
TREND�฀MOST฀RECENTLY�฀THIS฀HAS฀OCCURRED฀
DESPITE�฀OR฀PERHAPS฀IN฀RESPONSE฀TO�฀THE฀
ECONOMIC฀DOWNTURN�฀

-IRRORING฀THE฀PATTERN฀THAT฀WAS฀EVIDENT฀
FOR฀TEENAGERS�฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀OF฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀EACH฀CATEGORY฀
COMPRISING฀THOSE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀�IN฀
PART
TIME฀WORK฀ONLY�฀UNEMPLOYED�฀AND฀
NON
PARTICIPANTS฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE	฀ALL฀
JUMPED฀FROM฀����฀TO฀�����฀!S฀4ABLE฀��฀
ALSO฀SHOWS�฀THIS฀COMBINED฀FIGURE฀OF฀OVER฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀����฀MARKS฀A฀RETURN฀TO฀
THE฀LEVELS฀OF฀LESS฀THAN฀FULL฀ENGAGEMENT฀
AMONG฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀THAT฀PREVAILED฀IN฀
THE฀YEARS฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀�����

4ABLE฀��฀
.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀�NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀UNEMPLOYED�฀
AND฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE	฀COMPARED฀WITH฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀-AY�฀����
����฀��	

./4฀&5,,9฀%.'!'%$ &5,,9฀%.'!'%$

4OTAL฀
NOT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED

0ART
TIME฀
WORK�฀NOT฀

IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION

5NEMPLOYED�฀
NOT฀IN฀

FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION

.OT฀IN฀
LABOUR฀

FORCE�฀NOT฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION

&ULL
TIME฀
WORK

&ULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION

-AY � � � � � �
���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
3EE฀!PPENDIX฀4ABLE฀!�฀FOR฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀STATUS฀OF฀PERSONS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED�
.OTE�฀SOME฀VALUES฀DIFFER฀FROM฀EARLIER฀EDITIONS฀OF฀(90!&฀DUE฀TO฀USE฀OF฀REVISED฀ESTIMATES฀

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

&IGURE฀��
.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀�NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK	�฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀
AND฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

����

.37

����

6)#

����

1,$

����

3!

����

7!

����

4!3

����

.4

����

!#4

����

!USTRALIA

����

,OWEST

����

,OWER
MID

����

5PPER
MID

���

(IGHEST

�

��

��

��

��

���

�

�

�

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

�

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀
NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

�

3CHOOL &ULL
TIME฀NON฀SCHOOL฀EDUCATION

3CHOOL ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀NON฀
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

!LL
&EMALES

-ALES

����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����

�

�

��

��

��

��

!CHIEVEMENT฀QUARTILE฀�0)3!฀RESULTS	

�

�

�

��

��

� "ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�

!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
����
���

����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ���� ����

� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���

9R฀��
OR฀BELOW

9R฀��

9R฀��

�

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
0ART
TIME฀WORK
3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE

0ART
TIME฀WORK

5NEMPLOYED

.OT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE

�

��

��

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

�

.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED &ULL
TIME฀WORK &ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

��

�

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

(OME฀DUTIES ,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀
CONDITION฀OR฀DISABILITY

3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀
OR฀INJURY

4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀
LEISURE฀ACTIVITY

/THER

-ALES
&EMALES

�

��

��

��

��

���

+O
RE

A
#Z

EC
H฀

2E
PU

BL
IC

3L
OV

AK
฀2

EP
UB

LIC
#A

NA
DA

3W
ED

EN
&I

NL
AN

D
$E

NM
AR

K
3W

IT
ZE

RL
AN

D
!U

ST
RI

A
5N

IT
ED

฀3T
AT

ES
(U

NG
AR

Y
'E

RM
AN

Y
.O

RW
AY

)R
EL

AN
D

&R
AN

CE
"E

LG
IU

M
.E

TH
ER

LA
ND

S
!U

ST
RA

LIA
฀

,U
XE

M
BO

UR
G

.E
W

฀:E
AL

AN
D

5N
IT

ED
฀+

IN
GD

OM
'R

EE
CE

)C
EL

AN
D

)T
AL

Y
3P

AI
N

0O
LA

ND
0O

RT
UG

AL
-

EX
IC

O
4U

RK
EY

�

��
��฀ ��
��฀

����

���

���

���

����

���

���

����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
AND฀ABOVE

!DVANCED฀DIPLOMA
AND฀DIPLOMA

!PPRENTICESHIP

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

.ONE

����

����

����

���

���

��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

.ONE

/NE

4WO

4HREE

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

�฀
OF

฀PO
PU

LA
TI

ON
�฀

OF
฀PO

PU
LA

TI
ON

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

&OUR฀OR
MORE

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀
&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT
IN฀&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

5NEM

PLOYED

5NEM

PLOYED

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

���
���

���

���

���

���

���

���

����

����

����

$EGREE $IPLOMA !PPRENTICESHIP #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀�

-
EA

N฀
W

EE
KL

Y฀I
NC

OM
E฀�

�	

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

2ETIRED฀OR฀VOLUNTARILY฀INACTIVE
(OME฀DUTIES
#ARING฀FOR฀CHILDREN
,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀CONDITION฀OR฀
DISABILITY฀
3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀OR฀INJURY
,OOKING฀AFTER฀ILL฀OR฀DISABLED฀PERSON
4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀LEISURE฀ACTIVITY
7ORKING฀IN฀UNPAID฀VOLUNTARY฀JOB
/THER

��

���

���

���

��

��

��
���



9OUNG฀MEN฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀
UNEMPLOYED�฀WHILE฀YOUNG฀WOMEN฀ARE฀
MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀OR฀
NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE

4HE฀TWO฀LONG
TERM฀TRENDS฀AMONG฀
YOUNG฀ADULTS฀°฀DECLINING฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀RISING฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION฀°฀CAN฀BE฀CLEARLY฀SEEN฀IN฀
&IGURE฀���฀4HE฀SHARP฀DROP฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀�����฀
AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀SPIKE฀IN฀LESS฀THAN฀FULL฀
ENGAGEMENT�฀ARE฀ALSO฀EVIDENT�฀

#ONSISTENTLY฀IN฀THE฀PAST�฀YOUNG฀
WOMEN฀HAVE฀BEEN฀MORE฀AT฀RISK฀OF฀
MARGINALISATION฀THAN฀YOUNG฀MEN�฀3INCE฀
THE฀START฀OF฀THE฀DECADE�฀THE฀SIZE฀OF฀THE฀
DIFFERENCE฀HAS฀BEEN฀ABOUT฀��฀PERCENTAGE฀
POINTS�฀)N฀-AY�฀�����฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
FEMALES฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀WERE฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀MALES�฀
(OWEVER฀IN฀-AY฀�����฀THESE฀FIGURES฀
WERE฀����฀PER฀CENT฀AND฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
RESPECTIVELY�฀INDICATING฀A฀NARROWING฀OF฀
THE฀GENDER฀GAP฀TO฀THE฀SMALLEST฀MARGIN฀
THAT฀IT฀HAS฀BEEN฀FOR฀A฀CONSIDERABLE฀
PERIOD฀�SEE฀4ABLE฀��	�฀

��

4ABLE฀��฀
.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀BY฀GENDER�฀-AY�฀����
����฀��	

฀ .OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED ฀
-ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS 3IZE฀OF฀GENDER฀GAP

���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���
���� ���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ���� ���
���� ���� ���� ���� ���

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

7HEN฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀STATUS฀OF฀THOSE฀
WHO฀ARE฀LESS฀THAN฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IS฀
DISAGGREGATED฀BY฀GENDER�฀THERE฀ARE฀SOME฀
MARKED฀DIFFERENCES฀BETWEEN฀MALES฀
AND฀FEMALES�฀&IGURE฀��฀DISPLAYS฀THESE฀
TRENDS฀OVER฀THE฀PRECEDING฀TWO฀DECADES�฀
HIGHLIGHTING฀THE฀DISTINCTIVE฀PATTERNS฀FOR฀
YOUNG฀MEN฀AND฀WOMEN�

(ISTORICALLY�฀YOUNG฀WOMEN฀WHO฀ARE฀NOT฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀
THAN฀YOUNG฀MEN฀TO฀BE฀WORKING฀PART

TIME�฀(OWEVER฀THIS฀GAP฀HAS฀NARROWED฀฀
IN฀�����฀WITH฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀MALES฀฀
IN฀ONLY฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀INCREASING฀฀
MORE฀SHARPLY฀COMPARED฀WITH฀THE฀
INCREASE฀AMONG฀FEMALES฀�SEE฀4ABLE฀!�฀฀
IN฀APPENDIX฀FOR฀FIGURES	�฀

#ONVERSELY�฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀ARE฀
TYPICALLY฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀MALES฀THAN฀
FEMALES�฀4HE฀MOST฀RECENT฀FIGURES฀SHOW฀
THAT฀THIS฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCE฀INCREASED฀
BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀�����฀BECAUSE�฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀FEMALES�฀THERE฀WAS฀A฀
LARGER฀RISE฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀MALES฀
WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED฀AND฀LOOKING฀฀
FOR฀WORK�

.ON
PARTICIPATION฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
IS฀FAR฀MORE฀COMMON฀AMONG฀FEMALES฀
THAN฀MALES฀IN฀THIS฀AGE฀GROUP�฀,ARGELY฀
DUE฀TO฀FAMILY฀FORMATION฀AND฀CHILD฀CARE฀
RESPONSIBILITIES�฀FEMALES฀WITHDRAW฀฀
FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀AT฀TWICE฀THE฀฀
RATE฀OF฀MALES฀�����฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀฀
TO฀���฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀����	�฀



��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

&IGURE฀��฀
9OUNG฀ADULTS฀NOT฀STUDYING฀FULL
TIME฀AND฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀UNEMPLOYED�฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀
THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀BY฀GENDER�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
3EE฀APPENDIX฀TABLE฀!�฀FOR฀PERCENTAGE฀VALUES�

����

.37

����

6)#

����

1,$

����

3!

����

7!

����

4!3

����

.4

����

!#4

����

!USTRALIA

����

,OWEST

����

,OWER
MID

����

5PPER
MID

���

(IGHEST

�

��

��

��

��

���

�

�

�

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

�

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀
NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

�

3CHOOL &ULL
TIME฀NON฀SCHOOL฀EDUCATION

3CHOOL ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀NON฀
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

!LL
&EMALES

-ALES

����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����

�

�

��

��

��

��

!CHIEVEMENT฀QUARTILE฀�0)3!฀RESULTS	

�

�

�

��

��

� "ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�

!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
����
���

����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ���� ����

� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���

9R฀��
OR฀BELOW

9R฀��

9R฀��

�

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
0ART
TIME฀WORK
3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE

0ART
TIME฀WORK

5NEMPLOYED

.OT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE

�

��

��

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

�

.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED &ULL
TIME฀WORK &ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

��

�

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

(OME฀DUTIES ,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀
CONDITION฀OR฀DISABILITY

3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀
OR฀INJURY

4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀
LEISURE฀ACTIVITY

/THER

-ALES
&EMALES

�

��

��

��

��

���

+O
RE

A
#Z

EC
H฀

2E
PU

BL
IC

3L
OV

AK
฀2

EP
UB

LIC
#A

NA
DA

3W
ED

EN
&I

NL
AN

D
$E

NM
AR

K
3W

IT
ZE

RL
AN

D
!U

ST
RI

A
5N

IT
ED

฀3T
AT

ES
(U

NG
AR

Y
'E

RM
AN

Y
.O

RW
AY

)R
EL

AN
D

&R
AN

CE
"E

LG
IU

M
.E

TH
ER

LA
ND

S
!U

ST
RA

LIA
฀

,U
XE

M
BO

UR
G

.E
W

฀:E
AL

AN
D

5N
IT

ED
฀+

IN
GD

OM
'R

EE
CE

)C
EL

AN
D

)T
AL

Y
3P

AI
N

0O
LA

ND
0O

RT
UG

AL
-

EX
IC

O
4U

RK
EY

�

��
��฀ ��
��฀

����

���

���

���

����

���

���

����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
AND฀ABOVE

!DVANCED฀DIPLOMA
AND฀DIPLOMA

!PPRENTICESHIP

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

.ONE

����

����

����

���

���

��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

.ONE

/NE

4WO

4HREE

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

�฀
OF

฀PO
PU

LA
TI

ON
�฀

OF
฀PO

PU
LA

TI
ON

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

&OUR฀OR
MORE

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀
&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT
IN฀&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

5NEM

PLOYED

5NEM

PLOYED

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

���
���

���

���

���

���

���

���

����

����

����

$EGREE $IPLOMA !PPRENTICESHIP #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀�

-
EA

N฀
W

EE
KL

Y฀I
NC

OM
E฀�

�	

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

2ETIRED฀OR฀VOLUNTARILY฀INACTIVE
(OME฀DUTIES
#ARING฀FOR฀CHILDREN
,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀CONDITION฀OR฀
DISABILITY฀
3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀OR฀INJURY
,OOKING฀AFTER฀ILL฀OR฀DISABLED฀PERSON
4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀LEISURE฀ACTIVITY
7ORKING฀IN฀UNPAID฀VOLUNTARY฀JOB
/THER

��

���

���

���

��

��

��
���



��

&EMALES�฀ESPECIALLY฀THOSE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀���฀
ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀THAN฀MALES฀TO฀BE฀NOT฀
STUDYING฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE

!S฀SHOWN฀BY฀THE฀BOTTOM฀CHART฀IN฀
&IGURE฀���฀STRONG฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀
THE฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀
HAVE฀WITHDRAWN฀BOTH฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀HAVE฀
BEEN฀EVIDENT฀OVER฀MANY฀YEARS�฀4ABLE฀
��฀REVEALED฀THAT�฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀
AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀MALES฀
AND฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALES฀WERE฀NOT฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀IN฀-AY฀�����฀&OR฀TEENAGERS�฀
AS฀INDICATED฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀THE฀COMPARABLE฀
FIGURES฀WERE฀���฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀MALES฀AND฀
���฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀FEMALES�

)NFORMATION฀ABOUT฀THE฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY฀
OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀NEITHER฀EMPLOYED฀NOR฀
SEEKING฀TO฀ENTER฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀CAN฀
BE฀DERIVED฀FROM฀THE฀!"3฀0ERSONS฀.OT฀IN฀
THE฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀3URVEY�฀CONDUCTED฀IN฀
3EPTEMBER฀EACH฀YEAR฀AS฀A฀SUPPLEMENT฀
TO฀THE฀MONTHLY฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀3URVEY฀
�,&3	�฀4HE฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀THOSE฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR฀
OLDS฀IN฀����฀ARE฀PRESENTED฀IN฀&IGURE฀���฀
)T฀SHOWS฀THAT฀MORE฀THAN฀HALF฀���฀PER฀
CENT	฀WERE฀ENGAGED฀IN฀HOME฀DUTIES฀OR฀
CARING฀FOR฀CHILDREN�฀3HORT
฀AND฀LONG
TERM฀
HEALTH฀ISSUES฀ACCOUNTED฀FOR฀ANOTHER฀��฀
PER฀CENT�฀WHILE฀�฀PER฀CENT฀WERE฀PURSUING฀
TRAVEL฀OR฀OTHER฀LEISURE฀ACTIVITY�฀

&IGURE฀��฀
!CTIVITIES฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀!USTRALIA�฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀0ERSONS฀.OT฀IN฀THE฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀�����	�

!LTHOUGH฀A฀REDUCED฀SAMPLE฀SIZE฀IN฀THE฀����฀SURVEY฀�APPROXIMATELY฀ONE฀THIRD฀
SMALLER฀THAN฀IN฀����	฀MEANS฀THAT฀THE฀GENDER฀BREAKDOWN฀FOR฀SOME฀ACTIVITIES฀CANNOT฀
BE฀READILY฀COMPARED฀FROM฀THE฀PUBLISHED฀DATA�฀THERE฀IS฀NEVERTHELESS฀CLEAR฀ILLUSTRATION฀
OF฀SUCH฀DIFFERENCE฀FROM฀&IGURE฀��฀°฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀IN฀THE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀MALES฀AND฀
FEMALES฀REPORTING฀HOME฀DUTIES฀AS฀THEIR฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀

&IGURE฀��฀
.UMBERS฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀IN฀SELECTED฀MAIN฀ACTIVITIES�฀฀
BY฀GENDER�฀����฀����S	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀0ERSONS฀.OT฀IN฀THE฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀�����	�
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4HIS฀SECTION฀IS฀ABOUT฀LEVELS฀OF฀EDUCATIONAL฀
ATTAINMENT฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀)T฀IS฀PRESENTED฀IN฀
TWO฀PARTS�฀4HE฀FIRST฀LOOKS฀AT฀THE฀ACQUISITION฀OF฀INITIAL฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀WHICH฀ARE฀THOSE฀RELATED฀TO฀9EAR฀��฀
OR฀ITS฀EQUIVALENT�฀4HIS฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀IN฀THE฀CONTEXT฀
OF฀EXPLICITLY฀ANNOUNCED฀AIMS฀TO฀RAISE฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀
EQUIVALENT฀COMPLETION฀RATES฀IN฀!USTRALIA�฀4HE฀SECOND฀
PART฀PRESENTS฀INFORMATION฀ON฀FURTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀
WHICH฀ARE฀DEFINED฀HERE฀AS฀THOSE฀OBTAINED฀BY฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL฀AND฀UP฀TO฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀���฀
&URTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀SOMETIMES฀REFERRED฀TO฀AS฀
POST
SCHOOL฀OR฀NON
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀BECAUSE฀
THEY฀ARE฀OBTAINED฀AFTER฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀HAVE฀LEFT฀
SCHOOL�฀(OWEVER฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀ACQUIRE฀NON
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀CAN฀INCLUDE฀EARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WHO฀
LATER฀GAIN฀WHAT฀ARE฀REGARDED฀AS฀EQUIVALENT฀TO฀END฀฀
OF฀SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�

!฀MAJOR฀GOAL฀OF฀POLICY฀IS฀THAT฀OF฀
INCREASING฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT�฀
)N฀����฀THE฀!USTRALIAN฀GOVERNMENT฀
ANNOUNCED฀A฀TARGET฀OF฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
OF฀STUDENTS฀COMPLETING฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀ITS฀
EQUIVALENT฀BY฀�����฀5NDERPINNING฀THE฀
TARGET฀IS฀THE฀QUESTION฀NOT฀ONLY฀OF฀WHAT฀
POLICIES฀ARE฀NEEDED฀TO฀ACHIEVE฀IT�฀BUT฀
HOW฀ACCURATELY฀CAN฀ATTAINMENT฀OF฀THIS฀
INITIAL฀QUALIFICATION฀BE฀MEASURED�฀

6ARIOUS฀APPROACHES฀ARE฀POSSIBLE�฀
/NE฀ACCEPTED฀YARDSTICK฀BY฀WHICH฀TO฀
MEASURE฀THE฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀
LEVEL฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀IS฀
THE฀PROPORTION฀WHICH฀HAS฀COMPLETED฀
9EAR฀��฀OR฀A฀QUALIFICATION฀AT฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀
#ERTIFICATE฀)))฀OR฀HIGHER�฀3UCH฀A฀MEASURE฀
ALLOWS฀SEVERAL฀COMPARISONS฀TO฀BE฀
MADE฀°฀INCLUDING฀CHANGES฀OVER฀TIME�฀
AND฀DIFFERENCES฀BETWEEN฀STATES฀AND฀
TERRITORIES�฀BETWEEN฀GROUPS฀OF฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀WITHIN฀!USTRALIA�฀AND฀WITH฀฀
OTHER฀COUNTRIES�฀

4HERE฀ARE฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀DATA฀SOURCES฀
FROM฀WHICH฀TO฀OBTAIN฀ESTIMATES฀OF฀
ATTAINMENT�฀!NALYSES฀OF฀SURVEY฀DATA�฀
FOR฀INSTANCE฀FROM฀,ONGITUDINAL฀3URVEYS฀
OF฀!USTRALIAN฀9OUTH฀�,3!9	�฀CAN฀BE฀
USED฀TO฀ESTIMATE฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀
RATES�฀(OWEVER฀THESE฀SURVEYS฀CAN฀
PRODUCE฀INFLATED฀ESTIMATES�฀DUE฀TO฀BIAS฀
ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀HIGH฀SAMPLE฀ATTRITION฀OF฀
PARTICULAR฀GROUPS฀OF฀RESPONDENTS฀SUCH฀
AS฀LOW฀ACHIEVERS฀AND฀THOSE฀FROM฀LOW฀
SOCIOECONOMIC฀BACKGROUNDS�฀/THER฀DATA฀
SOURCES�฀SUCH฀AS฀THOSE฀FROM฀THE฀!"3�฀
CAN฀YIELD฀RELIABLE฀ESTIMATES�฀BUT฀CANNOT฀
PROVIDE฀THE฀SAME฀LEVEL฀OF฀INFORMATION฀
ON฀BACKGROUNDS฀NEEDED฀TO฀PROFILE฀WHO฀
IS฀MOST฀AFFECTED�฀"OTH฀TYPES฀OF฀DATA฀
SOURCES฀ARE฀USED฀IN฀THIS฀SECTION�

��
%DUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT
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!TTAINMENT฀
OF฀INITIAL฀
QUALI½CATIONS
%STIMATES฀FROM฀SAMPLE฀SURVEYS฀
INDICATE฀THAT฀ABOUT฀�฀IN฀�฀YOUNG฀฀
ADULTS฀CURRENTLY฀ATTAIN฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀฀
ITS฀EQUIVALENT�฀THOUGH฀#ENSUS฀฀
FIGURES฀SUGGEST฀SOMEWHAT฀LOWER฀
ATTAINMENT฀LEVELS

4HERE฀ARE฀DIFFERENT฀WAYS฀OF฀MEASURING฀
THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀
IN฀THE฀POPULATION฀OF฀INTEREST�฀3AMPLE฀
SURVEYS฀PROVIDE฀ONE฀SOURCE฀OF฀
INFORMATION�฀"ASED฀ON฀THE฀ANNUAL฀!"3฀
3URVEY฀OF฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK�฀IT฀IS฀
ESTIMATED฀THAT฀IN฀����฀APPROXIMATELY฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR฀OLDS฀HAD฀
EITHER฀COMPLETED฀9EAR฀��฀AT฀SCHOOL฀OR฀
ATTAINED฀A฀POST
SCHOOL฀6%4฀QUALIFICATION฀
AT฀#ERTIFICATE฀)))฀OR฀HIGHER�฀4HIS฀
REPRESENTS฀AN฀INCREASE฀OF฀ALMOST฀
ONE฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀OVER฀THE฀FIGURE฀
FOR฀�����฀4ABLE฀��฀RECORDS฀HOW฀THIS฀
PROPORTION฀HAS฀INCREASED฀STEADILY฀฀
EACH฀YEAR฀SINCE฀�����฀

$ATA฀FROM฀THE฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀
AND฀(OUSING฀CAN฀ALSO฀BE฀ANALYSED฀
TO฀CALCULATE฀THE฀SAME฀MEASURE฀OF฀
EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀�9EAR฀��฀OR฀ITS฀
EQUIVALENT	�฀AND฀THESE฀RESULTS฀FOR฀����฀
AND฀����฀ARE฀DISPLAYED฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀
ALONGSIDE฀THE฀SURVEY
DERIVED฀ESTIMATES�฀
!CCORDING฀TO฀#ENSUS฀DATA�฀ALMOST฀
THREE฀QUARTERS฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀��฀TO฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀����฀HAD฀OBTAINED฀A฀
9EAR฀��฀CERTIFICATE฀AND�OR฀A฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATION฀AT฀#ERTIFICATE฀)))฀LEVEL฀OR฀
HIGHER�฀4HIS฀PROPORTION฀HAD฀RISEN฀FROM฀
����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀

4ABLE฀��฀
!TTAINMENT฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀EQUIVALENT฀�!1&฀#ERTIFICATE฀)))฀LEVEL฀OR฀HIGHER	฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	
฀

9EAR฀��฀AND�OR฀!1&฀#ERTIFICATE฀LLL฀OR฀HIGHER
9EAR 3URVEY฀ESTIMATES #ENSUS฀ESTIMATES
���� ���� ����
���� ����
���� ����
���� ����
���� ����
���� ���� ����
���� ����
���� ����

3OURCES�฀!"3฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK�฀!USTRALIA฀�����
����	฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING฀������฀����	

��

)NFLUENCES฀ON฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT�฀
STUDENT฀WELLBEING฀IS฀LINKED฀TO฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETION

4HERE฀IS฀A฀LARGE฀BODY฀OF฀RESEARCH฀
EVIDENCE฀ABOUT฀THE฀VARIOUS฀FACTORS฀
THAT฀INFLUENCE฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀RATES�฀
4HE฀IMPACTS฀OF฀SOCIAL฀BACKGROUND฀AND฀
STUDENTS ฀́ACHIEVEMENT฀LEVELS฀IN฀SCHOOL฀
ARE฀UNDISPUTED�฀WITH฀LOW฀ACHIEVERS฀
AND฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀DISADVANTAGED฀
BACKGROUNDS฀LESS฀LIKELY฀TO฀COMPLETE฀9EAR฀
���฀&URTHERMORE�฀IT฀IS฀WELL฀RECOGNISED฀
THAT฀BECAUSE฀SCHOOL฀ACHIEVEMENT฀IS฀
CORRELATED฀WITH฀SOCIAL฀BACKGROUND�฀
POLICIES฀THAT฀ARE฀AIMED฀AT฀IMPROVING฀
9EAR฀��฀COMPLETION฀NEED฀TO฀ADDRESS฀THE฀
ISSUE฀OF฀SOCIAL฀DISADVANTAGE�฀
!PART฀FROM฀SOCIO
DEMOGRAPHIC฀
CHARACTERISTICS฀SUCH฀AS฀FAMILY฀
BACKGROUND�฀THERE฀IS฀ANOTHER฀GROUP฀OF฀
INFLUENCES฀ON฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀
THAT฀ARE฀MORE฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀IN฀NATURE�฀
4HESE฀OTHER฀INFLUENCES฀RELATE฀TO฀THE฀
EXPERIENCES฀OF฀SCHOOLING฀THAT฀INDIVIDUAL฀
STUDENTS฀HAVE�฀INCLUDING฀THEIR฀LEVEL฀OF฀
ENGAGEMENT฀WITH฀SCHOOL�฀THE฀QUALITY฀
OF฀THEIR฀INTERACTIONS฀WITH฀TEACHERS฀AND฀
THEIR฀SENSE฀OF฀BELONGING�฀,3!9฀DATA฀CAN฀
BE฀USED฀TO฀EXPLORE฀THE฀LINK฀BETWEEN฀
STUDENTS ฀́MORE฀SUBJECTIVE฀FEELINGS฀
ABOUT฀SCHOOL฀AND฀EDUCATIONAL฀OUTCOMES�฀
ESPECIALLY฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�฀

7HEN฀THEY฀HAD฀BEEN฀IN฀THE฀MIDDLE฀
YEARS฀OF฀THEIR฀SECONDARY฀SCHOOLING฀
�MAINLY฀9EARS฀�฀AND฀��	�฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀
,3!9฀����฀COHORT฀WERE฀ASKED฀TO฀INDICATE฀
HOW฀STRONGLY฀THEY฀AGREED฀WITH฀VARIOUS฀
STATEMENTS฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀SCHOOL฀LIFE�฀
4HE฀RESPONSES฀OF฀THE฀COHORT฀MEMBERS฀
REMAINING฀IN฀THE฀SAMPLE฀IN฀����฀ARE฀
PRESENTED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀SEPARATELY฀FOR฀฀
9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS฀AND฀THOSE฀WHO฀LEFT฀
SCHOOL฀BEFORE฀9EAR฀���฀

/VERALL�฀STRONGER฀ENGAGEMENT฀WITH฀
SCHOOL฀IS฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀AN฀INCREASED฀
LIKELIHOOD฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�฀
#OMPARED฀WITH฀NON
COMPLETERS�฀HIGHER฀
PERCENTAGES฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀WENT฀ON฀
TO฀COMPLETE฀9EAR฀��฀AGREED฀THAT฀THEY฀
WERE฀HAPPY฀AT฀SCHOOL฀���฀PER฀CENT฀AS฀
AGAINST฀��฀PER฀CENT	�฀ENJOYED฀BEING฀
THERE฀���฀PER฀CENT฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀
FELT฀THEY฀BELONGED฀THERE฀���฀PER฀CENT฀
AND฀��฀PER฀CENT	�฀0OSITIVE฀RELATIONSHIPS฀
WITH฀TEACHERS฀WERE฀ALSO฀MORE฀EVIDENT฀
AMONG฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETERS�฀WITH฀HIGHER฀
PERCENTAGES฀AGREEING฀THAT฀THEIR฀TEACHERS฀
LISTENED฀TO฀THEM฀AND฀WOULD฀GIVE฀EXTRA฀
HELP฀IF฀IT฀WERE฀NEEDED�฀4HERE฀WERE฀
SIMILAR฀GAPS฀BETWEEN฀COMPLETERS฀AND฀
EARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀FOR฀THE฀STATEMENTS฀
THAT฀REFERRED฀TO฀ENJOYMENT฀OF฀LEARNING�฀



4ABLE฀��฀
0ERCEPTIONS฀OF฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LIFE฀WHILE฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀BY฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀����฀��	

3CHOOL฀IS฀A฀PLACE฀WHERE��� #OMPLETED฀9EAR฀��฀ ,EFT฀SCHOOL฀BEFORE฀COMPLETING฀9EAR฀��
9OU฀FEEL฀HAPPY
3TRONGLY฀AGREE �� ��
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE � ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���
9OU฀LIKE฀LEARNING
3TRONGLY฀AGREE �� ��
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE � ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���
9OU฀GET฀ENJOYMENT฀FROM฀BEING฀THERE
3TRONGLY฀AGREE �� ��
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE �� ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���
9OU฀REALLY฀LIKE฀TO฀GO฀EACH฀DAY
3TRONGLY฀AGREE �� �
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE �� ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���
9OU฀FIND฀THAT฀LEARNING฀IS฀A฀LOT฀OF฀FUN
3TRONGLY฀AGREE � �
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE �� ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���
-OST฀OF฀YOUR฀TEACHERS฀REALLY฀LISTEN฀TO฀WHAT฀YOU฀HAVE฀TO฀SAY฀
3TRONGLY฀AGREE �� �
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE �� ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���
)F฀YOU฀NEED฀EXTRA฀HELP�฀YOU฀WILL฀RECEIVE฀IT฀FROM฀YOUR฀TEACHERS
3TRONGLY฀AGREE �� ��
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE � ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���
9OU฀FEEL฀LIKE฀YOU฀BELONG
3TRONGLY฀AGREE �� ��
!GREE �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� ��
$ISAGREE � ��
3TRONGLY฀DISAGREE � �
4OTAL ��� ���

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9
.OTE�฀!TTITUDES฀TO฀SCHOOL฀WERE฀ASKED฀IN฀����฀WHEN฀MOST฀RESPONDENTS฀WERE฀AGED฀��฀AND฀IN฀9EARS฀�฀AND฀��
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)NTERNATIONAL฀COMPARISONS฀OF฀INITIAL฀
QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINMENT

7HILE฀LEVELS฀OF฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀
IN฀!USTRALIA฀HAVE฀RISEN�฀COMPARISONS฀
WITH฀OTHER฀COUNTRIES฀SHOW฀THAT฀THERE฀
IS฀SCOPE฀TO฀BOOST฀SCHOOL฀OR฀EQUIVALENT฀
COMPLETION฀RATES

��

&IGURE฀��฀
!TTAINMENT฀OF฀AT฀LEAST฀UPPER฀SECONDARY฀EDUCATION�฀IN฀/%#$฀COUNTRIES�฀POPULATION฀
AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS฀AND฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀����฀��	

��฀%XCLUDING฀)3#%$฀�#฀SHORT฀PROGRAMMES�
3OURCE�฀/%#$฀�����A	
.OTE�฀#OUNTRIES฀ARE฀RANKED฀IN฀DESCENDING฀ORDER฀OF฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WHO฀HAVE฀ATTAINED฀AT฀
LEAST฀UPPER฀SECONDARY฀
3EE฀ALSO฀!PPENDIX฀4ABLE฀!��

7HEN฀COMPARING฀THE฀TWO฀AGE฀GROUPS฀
THE฀IMPACT฀OF฀INCREASED฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETION฀RATES฀OVER฀THE฀PAST฀TWO฀
DECADES฀IS฀EVIDENT�฀&IGURE฀��฀SHOWS฀THAT฀
THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀UPPER฀SECONDARY฀ATTAINMENT฀
IN฀!USTRALIA฀WAS฀CONSIDERABLY฀LOWER฀
AMONG฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀
THAN฀FOR฀��
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀���฀PER฀CENT	�฀
4HIS฀IMPROVEMENT฀IN฀ATTAINMENT฀FOR฀
THE฀YOUNGER฀AGE฀COHORT฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀
IS฀OF฀SIMILAR฀MAGNITUDE฀TO฀THE฀GAINS฀
BEING฀ACHIEVED฀IN฀MANY฀OTHER฀COUNTRIES�฀
ALTHOUGH฀NOT฀AS฀LARGE฀AS฀THAT฀MADE฀
IN฀NATIONS฀SUCH฀AS฀+OREA�฀3PAIN฀AND฀
0ORTUGAL�฀

)T฀IS฀DIFFICULT฀TO฀ACCURATELY฀COMPARE฀9EAR฀
��฀COMPLETION฀RATES฀ACROSS฀COUNTRIES�฀
DUE฀TO฀DIFFERENCES฀BETWEEN฀EDUCATIONAL฀
SYSTEMS฀IN฀MODELS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀AND฀POST

SCHOOL฀PROVISION�฀"UT฀THE฀CONCEPT฀OF฀
GAINING฀EQUIVALENT฀SCHOOL฀OR฀UPPER฀
SECONDARY฀QUALIFICATIONS฀CAN฀BE฀USED฀
AS฀AN฀INDICATOR฀OF฀THE฀ATTAINMENT฀LEVEL฀
OF฀THE฀ADULT฀POPULATION�฀4HIS฀MEASURE�฀
THE฀ATTAINMENT฀RATE฀OF฀AT฀LEAST฀AN฀UPPER฀
SECONDARY฀QUALIFICATION�฀AMONG฀TWO฀
AGE฀GROUPS฀���฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀AND฀��฀
TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS	฀IS฀DISPLAYED฀FOR฀/%#$฀
COUNTRIES�฀INCLUDING฀!USTRALIA�฀IN฀฀
&IGURE฀���฀

!USTRALIA´S฀ATTAINMENT฀RATE฀FOR฀��
��฀
YEAR
OLDS฀OF฀��฀PER฀CENT฀WAS฀JUST฀ABOVE฀
THE฀/%#$฀AVERAGE฀OF฀��฀PER฀CENT฀°฀BUT฀
SEVERAL฀COUNTRIES฀HAVE฀RATES฀ABOVE฀��฀
PER฀CENT�฀INCLUDING฀+OREA฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀
AND฀3WEDEN฀AND฀#ANADA฀���฀PER฀CENT	�฀
WHILE฀THE฀5NITED฀3TATES฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀
AND฀3WITZERLAND฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀ALSO฀฀
HAVE฀HIGH฀ATTAINMENT฀RATES�฀
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!TTAINMENT฀
OF฀FURTHER฀
QUALI½CATIONS
4HERE฀ARE฀CONSIDERABLE฀BENEFITS฀IN฀
PURSUING฀POST
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TRAINING�฀!VAILABLE฀EVIDENCE฀
SUGGESTS฀THAT฀INDIVIDUALS฀WITH฀
FURTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS฀RECEIVE฀LARGER฀
EARNINGS฀AND฀ARE฀LESS฀OFTEN฀EXPOSED฀TO฀
UNEMPLOYMENT�฀)N฀�����฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀
ON฀AVERAGE฀A฀FULL
TIME฀!USTRALIAN฀
WORKER฀WITH฀AT฀LEAST฀A฀BACHELOR´S฀DEGREE฀
EARNED฀��฀PER฀CENT฀MORE฀PER฀WEEK฀THAN฀
A฀FULL
TIME฀WORKER฀WITHOUT฀A฀DEGREE฀
�!"3�฀����	�฀7HEN฀COSTS฀AND฀OFFSETS฀
ARE฀CONSIDERED�฀THE฀GAIN฀IS฀STILL฀AROUND฀
��฀PER฀CENT�฀A฀TOTAL฀GAIN฀IN฀EARNINGS฀
OVER฀A฀LIFE฀TIME฀OF฀ALMOST฀���������฀
BASED฀ON฀EARNINGS฀IN฀����฀�"ORLAND฀
ET฀AL��฀����	�฀4HE฀EARNINGS฀GAINS฀
ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀HIGHER฀LEVEL฀SKILLS฀AND฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀IS฀A฀KEY฀ISSUE฀GIVEN฀THAT฀
LABOUR฀DEMAND฀IN฀HIGH
SKILL฀OCCUPATIONS฀
CONTINUES฀TO฀GROW฀AT฀A฀FASTER฀RATE฀THAN฀
FOR฀OTHER฀OCCUPATIONS�฀4HE฀BENEFITS฀
ARE฀NOT฀LIMITED฀TO฀HIGHER฀WAGES�฀BUT฀
EXTEND฀TO฀WIDER฀ISSUES�฀SUCH฀AS฀HEALTH�฀
EMPLOYMENT฀STABILITY฀AND฀LABOUR฀
FLEXIBILITY�฀

!BOUT฀SIX฀IN฀TEN฀!USTRALIANS฀ATTAIN฀A฀
POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀BY฀AGE฀��

!CCORDING฀TO฀THE฀����฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀
0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
!USTRALIANS฀AGED฀��฀HAD฀ATTAINED฀A฀POST

SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀4ABLE฀��฀SHOWS฀THAT฀
THE฀TYPE฀OF฀QUALIFICATION฀AND฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀
ATTAINMENT฀VARY฀BY฀STATE฀AND฀BY฀GENDER�฀

!CROSS฀!USTRALIA�฀BY฀AGE฀���฀JUST฀OVER฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀HAD฀SUCCESSFULLY฀GAINED฀A฀
UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER�฀4HE฀RATE฀
WAS฀MUCH฀HIGHER฀IN฀THE฀!USTRALIAN฀
#APITAL฀4ERRITORY฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀ALSO฀
ABOVE฀THE฀NATIONAL฀AVERAGE฀IN฀6ICTORIA฀
�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀.EW฀3OUTH฀7ALES฀
�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀2ATES฀WERE฀BELOW฀THE฀
NATIONAL฀AVERAGE฀IN฀3OUTH฀!USTRALIA฀฀
�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA฀
�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀WELL฀BELOW฀IN฀
4ASMANIA฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀THE฀
.ORTHERN฀4ERRITORY฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�

-ANY฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀GAIN฀
VOCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀"Y฀AGE฀��฀
THOSE฀WITH฀A฀VOCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATION฀
AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATION฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀SLIGHTLY฀
OUTNUMBERED฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAD฀ACQUIRED฀฀
A฀UNIVERSITY฀QUALIFICATION฀�����฀PER฀฀
CENT	�฀4HE฀MAJORITY฀OF฀VOCATIONAL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀WERE฀AT฀CERTIFICATE฀LEVEL฀
�!1&฀#ERTIFICATES฀�฀¯฀�	�฀-ORE฀THAN฀TWO฀
IN฀TEN฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀HELD฀A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀
AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATION�฀AND฀LESS฀THAN฀ONE฀IN฀TEN฀
HELD฀DIPLOMAS฀OR฀ADVANCED฀DIPLOMAS฀
�THE฀FIGURES฀WERE฀����฀PER฀CENT฀AND฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT฀RESPECTIVELY	�฀

&OR฀NEARLY฀ONE฀THIRD฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀
OF฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀IN฀4ASMANIA�฀THE฀
HIGHEST฀QUALIFICATION฀THEY฀HELD฀WAS฀
A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀OR฀DIPLOMA�฀/THER฀
STATES฀IN฀WHICH฀THERE฀WERE฀SIMILAR฀
LEVELS฀OF฀VOCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀WERE฀
1UEENSLAND฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀7ESTERN฀
!USTRALIA฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀4HE฀!USTRALIAN฀
#APITAL฀4ERRITORY฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀THE฀
.ORTHERN฀4ERRITORY฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀
6ICTORIA฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀HAD฀THE฀LOWEST฀
PROPORTIONS฀WITH฀6%4฀QUALIFICATIONS฀฀
AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀ATTAINMENT�

��฀
%DUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT
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4ABLE฀��฀
(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀BY฀STATE฀AND฀GENDER�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

1UALIFICATION
5NIVERSITY 6OCATIONAL !LL .O฀POST
SCHOOL฀

QUALIFICATIONS 4OTAL$EGREE฀AND฀ABOVE $IPLOMA฀AND฀ABOVE #ERTIFICATE
!LL฀��฀YEAR
OLDS

.37 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
6)# ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
1,$ ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
3! ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
7! ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
4!3 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
.4 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!#4 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!USTRALIA ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����

&EMALE฀��฀YEAR
OLDS
.37 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� �����
6)# ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� �����
1,$ ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
3! ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
7! ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
4!3 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
.4 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!#4 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!USTRALIA ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����

-ALE฀��฀YEAR
OLDS
.37 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
6)# ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
1,$ ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
3! ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
7! ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
4!3 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
.4 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!#4 ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!USTRALIA ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING฀����
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2ATES฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀HIGHEST฀FOR฀THOSE฀
LIVING฀IN฀HIGHER฀SOCIOECONOMIC฀STATUS฀
AREAS฀AND฀IN฀THE฀CITY

2ATES฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀VARY฀BY฀THE฀SOCIAL฀
COMPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀AREA฀IN฀WHICH฀YOUNG฀
!USTRALIANS฀LIVE�฀4ABLE฀��฀PRESENTS฀THE฀
RESULTS฀OF฀AN฀ANALYSIS฀IN฀WHICH฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀ARE฀GROUPED฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀
SOCIOECONOMIC฀COMPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀
3TATISTICAL฀,OCAL฀!REA฀�3,!	฀IN฀WHICH฀
THEY฀LIVE�฀3OCIOECONOMIC฀STATUS฀�3%3	฀IS฀
MEASURED฀USING฀THE฀!"3฀3OCIOECONOMIC฀
)NDEX฀FOR฀!USTRALIA฀�3%)&!	฀INDEX฀OF฀
RELATIVE฀SOCIO
ECONOMIC฀ADVANTAGE฀AND฀
DISADVANTAGE�฀3,!S฀WERE฀RANKED฀INTO฀
QUINTILES฀BASED฀ON฀THEIR฀SCORES�฀4HE฀
RESULTS฀PROVIDE฀A฀SOCIAL฀AREA฀PROFILE฀฀
OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀ATTAINMENT฀RATES�

9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀LEAST฀
ADVANTAGED฀AREAS฀OF฀!USTRALIA฀�LOWEST฀
QUINTILE	฀HAVE฀BY฀FAR฀THE฀LOWEST฀RATES฀OF฀
ATTAINMENT฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀
!LMOST฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀LIVING฀
IN฀THE฀MOST฀DISADVANTAGED฀AREAS฀DID฀NOT฀
HAVE฀A฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀IN฀�����฀
4HIS฀IS฀COMPARED฀TO฀ABOUT฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
FOR฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀WEALTHIEST฀฀
OR฀MOST฀ADVANTAGED฀AREAS�฀

4HE฀RESULTS฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀ALSO฀SHOW฀THAT฀
THE฀.ORTHERN฀4ERRITORY฀HAD฀THE฀HIGHEST฀
PERCENTAGE฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WITHOUT฀
ANY฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀AT฀����฀
PER฀CENT�฀4HE฀NATIONAL฀RATE฀WAS฀��฀PER฀
CENT�฀6ICTORIA฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀.EW฀3OUTH฀
7ALES฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀THE฀!USTRALIAN฀
#APITAL฀4ERRITORY฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀WERE฀
WHERE฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
WITHOUT฀ANY฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀
WERE฀LOWEST�

!TTAINMENT฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀
VARIES฀CONSIDERABLY฀BY฀GENDER�฀!T฀
NATIONAL฀LEVEL�฀WOMEN฀ARE฀FAR฀MORE฀
LIKELY฀TO฀GAIN฀UNIVERSITY฀QUALIFICATIONS฀
BY฀AGE฀��฀THAN฀ARE฀MEN�฀4HE฀RATE฀FOR฀
WOMEN฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀IS฀ALMOST฀��฀POINTS฀
HIGHER฀THAN฀FOR฀MEN฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀
7OMEN฀ALSO฀MORE฀OFTEN฀GAIN฀DIPLOMA

LEVEL฀VOCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀°฀���฀PER฀
CENT฀AS฀AGAINST฀���฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀MEN�฀)T฀
MEANS฀THAT฀HIGHER
LEVEL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀
THOSE฀MOST฀OFTEN฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀
PROFESSIONAL฀OCCUPATIONS฀AND฀CAREERS�฀
ARE฀BEING฀GAINED฀FAR฀MORE฀OFTEN฀BY฀
YOUNG฀WOMEN฀THAN฀BY฀YOUNG฀MEN�฀

4HE฀GENDER฀GAPS฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀
HIGHER฀LEVEL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀LARGEST฀IN฀
1UEENSLAND฀AND฀.EW฀3OUTH฀7ALES฀AND฀
SMALLEST฀IN฀4ASMANIA฀AND฀THE฀.ORTHERN฀
4ERRITORY�฀)N฀1UEENSLAND�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀
THERE฀IS฀ALMOST฀AN฀��฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀
GAP฀BETWEEN฀FEMALES฀AND฀MALES฀IN฀
UNIVERSITY฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINMENT�฀
COMPARED฀TO฀���฀POINTS฀IN฀THE฀.ORTHERN฀
4ERRITORY฀AND฀���฀POINTS฀IN฀4ASMANIA�

-EN฀MORE฀OFTEN฀ATTAIN฀VOCATIONAL฀
CERTIFICATE฀QUALIFICATIONS฀THAN฀DO฀
WOMEN�฀MOST฀PROBABLY฀DUE฀TO฀
THEIR฀HIGHER฀RATES฀OF฀ENTRY฀INTO฀
APPRENTICESHIPS�฀.ATIONALLY�฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀��
YEAR
OLD฀MALES฀HAD฀GAINED฀฀
A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀POST

SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀WHEREAS฀THE฀RATE฀฀
FOR฀WOMEN฀WAS฀����฀PER฀CENT�

/VERALL�฀MORE฀MALES฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀THAN฀
FEMALES฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀HAD฀NOT฀ATTAINED฀
ANY฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀BY฀AGE฀���

4ABLE฀��฀
(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀BY฀SOCIOECONOMIC฀STATUS฀OF฀RESIDENTIAL฀AREA�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

1UALIFICATION
5NIVERSITY 6OCATIONAL !LL .O฀POST
SCHOOL฀

QUALIFICATIONS 4OTAL3%3฀OF฀RESIDENTIAL฀AREA $EGREE฀AND฀ABOVE $IPLOMA฀AND฀ABOVE #ERTIFICATE
1UINTILE
,OWEST ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
,OWER฀MIDDLE ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
-IDDLE ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
5PPER฀MIDDLE ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
(IGHEST ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!LL ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING฀����

��฀
%DUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT



��

)T฀IS฀NOT฀ONLY฀THE฀OVERALL฀ATTAINMENT฀
RATE�฀BUT฀THE฀TYPE฀OF฀QUALIFICATION฀THAT฀
MATTERS�฀/F฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀POORER฀
LOCATIONS฀JUST฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR

OLDS฀HELD฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀QUALIFICATION฀IN฀
�����฀"Y฀CONTRAST�฀AT฀THREE฀TIMES฀THIS฀
RATE�฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀
WEALTHIEST฀AREAS฀HAD฀GAINED฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀
DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER฀BY฀AGE฀���

#LEARLY�฀THE฀SOCIAL฀COMPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀
AREAS฀IN฀WHICH฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀LIVE฀DIVIDES฀
THE฀NATION฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀CHANCES฀OF฀
HOLDING฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�

4ABLE฀��฀
(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀BY฀LOCATION�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

1UALIFICATION
5NIVERSITY 6%4 !LL .O฀POST
SCHOOL฀

QUALIFICATIONS 4OTAL,OCATION $EGREE฀AND฀ABOVE $IPLOMA฀AND฀ABOVE #ERTIFICATE
#ITY ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
)NNER฀REGIONAL ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
/UTER฀REGIONAL ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
2EMOTE ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
6ERY฀REMOTE ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����
!LL ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING฀����

4HE฀RESULTS฀SHOW฀THAT฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀LIVING฀
IN฀CITY฀AREAS฀OF฀!USTRALIA฀HAD฀MORE฀
THAN฀DOUBLE฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀OF฀
UNIVERSITY฀QUALIFICATIONS฀AS฀THOSE฀LIVING฀
IN฀VERY฀REMOTE฀AREAS฀�����฀PER฀CENT฀AS฀
AGAINST฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀4HE฀FIGURE฀IN฀CITY฀
AREAS฀WAS฀ALSO฀DOUBLE฀THE฀RATE฀FOR฀MANY฀
RURAL฀PARTS฀OF฀!USTRALIA�฀IN฀INNER฀AND฀
OUTER฀REGIONAL฀AREAS฀AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀HAD฀ATTAINED฀A฀DEGREE฀OR฀
HIGHER฀QUALIFICATION�฀

'APS฀ALSO฀EXIST฀IN฀FAVOUR฀OF฀CITY฀
RESIDENTS฀FOR฀DIPLOMA
LEVEL฀6%4฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀7HILE฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀
YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀CITY฀AREAS฀HELD฀A฀DIPLOMA฀
OR฀ABOVE�฀THIS฀COMPARED฀TO฀���฀PER฀CENT฀
OF฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀OUTER฀REGIONAL฀AREAS฀
AND฀���฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀THOSE฀IN฀REMOTE฀
LOCATIONS�

&URTHERMORE�฀IT฀IS฀NOT฀THE฀SOCIAL฀AREA฀
ALONE฀THAT฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀CONSIDER�฀
,OCATION฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀
REMOTENESS฀ALSO฀MAKES฀A฀DIFFERENCE�฀
3OCIAL฀AREA฀AND฀REMOTENESS฀MAY฀BE฀
RELATED�฀BUT฀LEVEL฀OF฀REMOTENESS฀IS฀
LINKED฀TO฀ATTAINMENT฀LEVELS�฀4ABLE฀��฀
REPORTS฀ATTAINMENT฀RATES฀FOR฀��฀YEAR

OLDS฀ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀!"3฀CLASSIFICATION฀
OF฀REMOTENESS฀°฀THE฀!CCESSIBILITY�
2EMOTENESS฀)NDEX฀OF฀!USTRALIA฀�!2)!	฀
WHICH฀IS฀AN฀INDEX฀OF฀REMOTENESS฀
DERIVED฀FROM฀MEASURES฀OF฀ROAD฀DISTANCE฀
BETWEEN฀POPULATED฀LOCALITIES฀AND฀
SERVICE฀CENTRES�

6OCATIONAL฀CERTIFICATES฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀
FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀LIVING฀IN฀RURAL฀AREAS฀
DEFINED฀AS฀INNER฀AND฀OUTER฀REGIONAL�฀
!LMOST฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
LIVING฀IN฀THOSE฀AREAS฀HAD฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀
ATTAINMENT฀AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATION�฀NEARLY฀��฀PERCENTAGE฀
POINTS฀ABOVE฀THE฀FIGURE฀FOR฀THOSE฀LIVING฀
IN฀CITIES�

4ABLE฀��฀ALSO฀REVEALS฀THAT฀THE฀FURTHER฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀LIVE฀AWAY฀FROM฀CITY฀
LOCATIONS�฀THE฀HIGHER฀ARE฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀
WITHOUT฀ANY฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀
&OR฀VERY฀REMOTE฀LOCATIONS฀IT฀WAS฀����฀
PER฀CENT�฀AND฀FOR฀REMOTE฀LOCATIONS฀����฀
PER฀CENT�฀COMPARED฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
CITY฀DWELLERS฀WHO฀HAD฀NO฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS�



��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

6OCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀
IMPORTANT฀FOR฀MANY฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS

)T฀IS฀POSSIBLE฀USING฀OTHER฀DATA฀SOURCES฀TO฀
GET฀A฀BREAKDOWN฀OF฀THE฀ATTAINMENT฀OF฀
DIFFERENT฀TYPES฀OF฀VOCATIONAL฀CERTIFICATES฀
AND฀OTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀AND฀WHO฀
OBTAINS฀THEM�฀&IGURE฀��฀DISPLAYS฀THE฀
POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINMENT฀
OF฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀BY฀QUALIFICATION฀TYPE�฀
4HE฀DATA฀ARE฀FROM฀THE฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀
THE฀,ONGITUDINAL฀3URVEYS฀OF฀!USTRALIAN฀
9OUTH�฀4HIS฀COHORT฀BEGAN฀WITH฀A฀
NATIONALLY฀REPRESENTATIVE฀SAMPLE฀OF฀
������฀9EAR฀�฀STUDENTS฀IN฀����฀AND฀IN฀
����฀THERE฀WERE฀�����฀REMAINING฀IN฀
THE฀SAMPLE�฀!TTRITION�฀WHICH฀TENDS฀TO฀
BE฀MUCH฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀LOWER฀SCHOOL฀
ACHIEVERS฀AND฀THOSE฀FROM฀POORER฀
BACKGROUNDS�฀HAS฀THE฀EFFECT฀OF฀REDUCING฀
REPRESENTATIVENESS฀AND฀AS฀A฀RESULT฀
RATES฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀MAY฀BE฀INFLATED�฀
!PPROPRIATE฀WEIGHTING฀TO฀ADDRESS฀THIS฀
ISSUE฀HAS฀BEEN฀USED�฀THOUGH฀IS฀UNLIKELY฀
TO฀FULLY฀ADDRESS฀THE฀IMPACT฀OF฀ATTRITION�฀

&IGURE฀��
(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINED�฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9

����

.37

����

6)#

����

1,$

����

3!

����

7!

����

4!3

����

.4

����

!#4

����

!USTRALIA

����

,OWEST

����

,OWER
MID

����

5PPER
MID

���

(IGHEST

�

��

��

��

��

���

�

�

�

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

�

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION

&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀
NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

�

3CHOOL &ULL
TIME฀NON฀SCHOOL฀EDUCATION

3CHOOL ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀NON฀
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

!LL
&EMALES

-ALES

����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����
����
����
����

����

�

�

��

��

��

��

!CHIEVEMENT฀QUARTILE฀�0)3!฀RESULTS	

�

�

�

��

��

� "ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
#ERT฀)))�)6�$IPLOMA�

!DVANCED฀$IPLOMA
#ERT฀)�))�OTHER

����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
���
���

����
����
����
���

����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ��� ����

���� ���� ���� ����

� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���

9R฀��
OR฀BELOW

9R฀��

9R฀��

�

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
0ART
TIME฀WORK
3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE

0ART
TIME฀WORK

5NEMPLOYED

.OT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE

�

��

��

��

��

��

�

0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES

0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&EMALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

�

.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED &ULL
TIME฀WORK &ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
&ULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

�

�

��

��

��

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����
����

����

�

&EMALES
-ALES

��

�

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

(OME฀DUTIES ,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀
CONDITION฀OR฀DISABILITY

3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀
OR฀INJURY

4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀
LEISURE฀ACTIVITY

/THER

-ALES
&EMALES

�

��

��

��

��

���

+O
RE

A
#Z

EC
H฀

2E
PU

BL
IC

3L
OV

AK
฀2

EP
UB

LIC
#A

NA
DA

3W
ED

EN
&I

NL
AN

D
$E

NM
AR

K
3W

IT
ZE

RL
AN

D
!U

ST
RI

A
5N

IT
ED

฀3T
AT

ES
(U

NG
AR

Y
'E

RM
AN

Y
.O

RW
AY

)R
EL

AN
D

&R
AN

CE
"E

LG
IU

M
.E

TH
ER

LA
ND

S
!U

ST
RA

LIA
฀

,U
XE

M
BO

UR
G

.E
W

฀:E
AL

AN
D

5N
IT

ED
฀+

IN
GD

OM
'R

EE
CE

)C
EL

AN
D

)T
AL

Y
3P

AI
N

0O
LA

ND
0O

RT
UG

AL
-

EX
IC

O
4U

RK
EY

�

��
��฀ ��
��฀

����

���

���

���

����

���

���

����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

"ACHELOR฀DEGREE
AND฀ABOVE

!DVANCED฀DIPLOMA
AND฀DIPLOMA

!PPRENTICESHIP

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

#ERTIFICATE฀�

.ONE

����

����

����

���

���

��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

.ONE

/NE

4WO

4HREE

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

��
��฀YEAR฀OLDS

�฀
OF

฀PO
PU

LA
TI

ON
�฀

OF
฀PO

PU
LA

TI
ON

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

�฀
OF

฀LA
BO

UR
฀FO

RC
E

&OUR฀OR
MORE

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀
&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����
����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

,&฀�NOT฀IN฀&4฀ED	 ,&฀�ALL	

,&฀�NOT
IN฀&4฀ED	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

,&฀�ALL	 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

5NEM

PLOYED

5NEM

PLOYED

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

&4฀WORK 04฀WORK 5NEMPLOYED

&4฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
04฀WORK ��� ��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

��� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����

����
����

����

���
���

���

���

���

���

���

���

����

����

����

$EGREE $IPLOMA !PPRENTICESHIP #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀�

-
EA

N฀
W

EE
KL

Y฀I
NC

OM
E฀�

�	

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

2ETIRED฀OR฀VOLUNTARILY฀INACTIVE
(OME฀DUTIES
#ARING฀FOR฀CHILDREN
,ONG
TERM฀HEALTH฀CONDITION฀OR฀
DISABILITY฀
3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀OR฀INJURY
,OOKING฀AFTER฀ILL฀OR฀DISABLED฀PERSON
4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀LEISURE฀ACTIVITY
7ORKING฀IN฀UNPAID฀VOLUNTARY฀JOB
/THER

��

���

���

���

��

��

��
���

��฀
%DUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT



��

4HE฀RESULTS฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀ABOUT฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀HAD฀ATTAINED฀
A฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀BY฀AGE฀���฀
&OR฀���฀PER฀CENT฀THIS฀WAS฀AT฀A฀FAIRLY฀LOW฀
LEVEL�฀IN฀THE฀FORM฀OF฀CERTIFICATES฀AT฀EITHER฀
!USTRALIAN฀1UALIFICATION฀&RAMEWORK฀
�!1&	฀LEVEL฀�฀OR฀��฀!฀FURTHER฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
HAD฀ATTAINED฀A฀CERTIFICATE฀AT฀!1&฀LEVEL฀
��฀"Y฀AGE฀���฀THERE฀WERE฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀WHO฀HAD฀SUCCESSFULLY฀
COMPLETED฀AN฀APPRENTICESHIP฀
QUALIFICATION�

4ABLE฀��฀
(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINED�฀BY฀SELECTED฀BACKGROUND฀CHARACTERISTICS�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

6OCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS

.ONE #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀�
!PPREN

TICESHIP $IPLOMA

5NIVERSITY
DEGREE฀OR฀

ABOVE
3EX
-ALE ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����
&EMALE ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����
3%3฀�QUARTILES	
,OW ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
,OWER฀MIDDLE ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����
5PPER฀MIDDLE ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����
(IGH ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����
3CHOOL฀ACHIEVEMENT฀�QUARTILES	
,OW ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� ���
,OWER฀MIDDLE ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� ����
5PPER฀MIDDLE ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����
(IGH ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ����
,OCATION
5RBAN ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����
2URAL ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����
2EMOTE ���� ��� ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ����
3CHOOL฀COMPLETION
#OMPLETER ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����
.ON
COMPLETER ���� ��� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ���

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9

4HE฀LEVEL฀OF฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINMENT฀
VARIES฀ACCORDING฀TO฀BACKGROUND�฀4ABLE฀��฀
REPORTS฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINMENT฀RATES฀
BY฀GENDER�฀FAMILY฀SOCIOECONOMIC฀STATUS�฀
SCHOOL฀ACHIEVEMENT฀�9EAR฀�฀LITERACY฀AND฀
NUMERACY฀SCORES	�฀LOCATION฀AND฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETION�฀



��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

"Y฀AGE฀���฀FEMALES฀WERE฀FAR฀MORE฀
LIKELY฀TO฀HAVE฀COMPLETED฀A฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATION฀THAN฀MALES�฀/NLY฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀FEMALES฀HAD฀NOT฀ATTAINED฀A฀POST

SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀BY฀AGE฀���฀COMPARED฀
TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀MALES�฀!MONG฀THOSE฀
WHO฀HAD฀GAINED฀A฀QUALIFICATION�฀THE฀
QUALIFICATION฀TYPE฀VARIED฀BY฀GENDER�฀
7OMEN฀FAR฀MORE฀OFTEN฀HAD฀ATTAINED฀A฀
UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀BY฀AGE฀���฀4HE฀RATE฀
�����฀PER฀CENT	฀IS฀NEARLY฀DOUBLE฀THAT฀FOR฀
MEN฀�����฀PER฀CENT	�฀-ALE฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀
ON฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀WERE฀FAR฀MORE฀LIKELY฀
TO฀HOLD฀APPRENTICESHIP฀QUALIFICATIONS฀°฀
���฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀TO฀�฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀
FEMALE฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀'ENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀
ACROSS฀OTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS฀WERE฀฀
FAIRLY฀SMALL�฀

3OCIOECONOMIC฀STATUS฀AND฀9EAR฀�฀
ACHIEVEMENT฀IN฀SCHOOL฀DID฀NOT฀GREATLY฀
AFFECT฀THE฀TOTAL฀PROPORTIONS฀ATTAINING฀
A฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀2ATES฀OF฀
NON
QUALIFICATION฀BY฀AGE฀��฀ARE฀ROUGHLY฀
SIMILAR฀ACROSS฀SOCIAL฀AND฀ACADEMIC฀
BACKGROUNDS฀OF฀STUDENTS�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀
TYPE฀OF฀QUALIFICATION฀GAINED฀BY฀THOSE฀
WHO฀COMPLETE฀THEIR฀STUDY฀OR฀TRAINING฀฀
BY฀AGE฀��฀VARIES฀MARKEDLY฀ACCORDING฀฀
TO฀THOSE฀CHARACTERISTICS�฀

9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀HIGH฀3%3฀FAMILIES฀
�THOSE฀IN฀THE฀HIGHEST฀QUARTILE฀OF฀3%3	฀
OBTAINED฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER฀
AT฀MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLE฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀THOSE฀
FROM฀LOW฀3%3฀FAMILIES฀°฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
FOR฀THOSE฀FROM฀HIGH฀3%3฀BACKGROUNDS฀
COMPARED฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀THOSE฀
FROM฀LOW฀3%3฀BACKGROUNDS�฀5NIVERSITY฀
ATTAINMENT฀RISES฀ACROSS฀THE฀3%3฀SCALE�
/PPOSITE฀PATTERNS฀CAN฀BE฀OBSERVED฀FOR฀
VOCATIONAL฀CERTIFICATES฀AT฀!1&฀LEVELS฀
�฀AND฀�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀FOR฀DIPLOMAS฀AND฀
APPRENTICESHIPS�฀&OR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀
DISADVANTAGED฀BACKGROUNDS�฀VOCATIONAL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀VERY฀IMPORTANT฀AS฀A฀
MEANS฀OF฀GAINING฀POST
SCHOOL฀AWARDS฀
THAT฀CAN฀HELP฀THEM฀TO฀OBTAIN฀WORK฀AS฀
WELL฀AS฀IMPROVE฀SKILL฀LEVELS�

"ECAUSE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀LOWER฀
3%3฀BACKGROUNDS฀HAVE฀HIGHER฀RATES฀OF฀
ATTAINMENT฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀VOCATIONAL฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀THERE฀IS฀NOT฀A฀SUBSTANTIAL฀
DIFFERENCE฀ACROSS฀SOCIAL฀GROUPS฀IN฀
THE฀PROPORTIONS฀ATTAINING฀AT฀LEAST฀
ONE฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀�OR฀THE฀
REVERSE�฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀WHICH฀DO฀NOT฀
ACQUIRE฀ANY฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION	�฀
(OWEVER฀IT฀NEEDS฀TO฀BE฀NOTED฀THAT�฀
BASED฀ON฀PUBLISHED฀DATA฀�FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀
SEE฀"ORLAND฀ET฀AL�฀����	�฀THE฀RATES฀OF฀
RETURN฀TO฀QUALIFICATIONS฀MEAN฀THAT฀
THE฀HUGE฀SOCIAL฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀TYPES฀OF฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀GAINED฀ARE฀LIKELY฀TO฀LEAD฀
TO฀LARGE฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀FUTURE฀ECONOMIC฀
SECURITY฀FOR฀THOSE฀FROM฀DIFFERENT฀SOCIAL฀
BACKGROUNDS�

7HERE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀LIVE฀HAS฀AN฀EFFECT฀
ON฀THE฀TYPE฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀
GAINED฀BY฀AGE฀���฀4HOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀CITY฀
AREAS฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀GAIN฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀
DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER�฀WHILE฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀
RURAL฀AND฀REMOTE฀AREAS฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀
TO฀ATTAIN�฀AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀QUALIFICATION�฀฀
A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀AT฀LEVELS฀��฀�฀OR฀��

!TTAINMENT฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀
VARIES฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀AND฀NON

COMPLETERS�฀3CHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀HAVE฀
ALREADY฀GAINED฀AN฀INITIAL฀QUALIFICATION฀
SO฀THAT฀FOR฀THEM฀ANY฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀ACTUALLY฀FURTHER฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀&OR฀NON
COMPLETERS�฀
ATTAINMENT฀IS฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀OF฀
AN฀INITIAL฀QUALIFICATION฀THOUGH฀SOME฀
MAY�฀BY฀AGE฀���฀HAVE฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀
QUALIFICATION�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀
RELATE฀TO฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀
ATTAINMENT�฀

-ORE฀THAN฀TWO฀IN฀FIVE฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀
ALL฀NON
COMPLETERS฀�EARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS	฀
HAVE฀NOT฀GAINED฀ANY฀QUALIFICATION฀
BY฀AGE฀��฀°฀THAT฀IS�฀EITHER฀AN฀INITIAL฀
OR฀FURTHER฀QUALIFICATION�฀&OR฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETERS�฀WHO฀ALREADY฀HAVE฀AN฀INITIAL฀
QUALIFICATION�฀ABOUT฀��฀PER฀CENT฀HAVE฀NOT฀
GAINED฀A฀FURTHER฀QUALIFICATION฀BY฀THE฀
SAME฀AGE�฀

4HIS฀MEANS฀THAT฀THE฀QUALIFICATION฀GAP฀
BETWEEN฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀AND฀EARLY฀
SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WIDENS฀IN฀THE฀POST

SCHOOL฀YEARS�฀"UT฀THIS฀IS฀PUT฀SIMPLY฀
IN฀BROAD฀NUMERIC฀TERMS�฀4HERE฀ARE฀
ALSO฀LARGE฀QUALITATIVE฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀
WHAT฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀GAINED�฀3CHOOL฀
COMPLETERS฀TEND฀TO฀ATTAIN฀HIGHER฀
LEVEL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀°฀UNIVERSITY฀AND฀
6%4฀$IPLOMA฀°฀WHILE฀SCHOOL฀NON

COMPLETERS฀GAIN฀LOWER฀AND฀MIDDLE
LEVEL฀
6%4฀VOCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS�

��฀
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4HE฀TYPES฀OF฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ATTAINED฀
ARE฀REPORTED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀WHICH฀CROSS

TABULATES฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ATTAINED฀�ROW	฀
BY฀THE฀HIGHEST฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINED฀
�COLUMN	�฀4HE฀�����฀PER฀CENT฀FIGURE฀FOR฀
THOSE฀WITH฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀INDICATES฀
THAT฀SOME฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀����฀PER฀CENT	฀HAD฀
COMPLETED฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀UNIVERSITY฀
DEGREE฀BY฀AGE฀���฀4HE฀RESULTS฀ALSO฀SHOW฀
THAT฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAD฀
ATTAINED฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER�฀
HAD฀ALSO฀ATTAINED฀A฀6%4฀DIPLOMA�฀3OME฀
UNIVERSITY฀GRADUATES฀ALSO฀HELD฀LOWER฀
LEVEL฀6%4฀CERTIFICATES�

&IGURE฀��
.UMBER฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ATTAINED�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9

3OME฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀COMPLETE฀
MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATION

&IGURE฀��฀DISPLAYS฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀POST

SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ATTAINED฀BY฀AGE฀
���฀)T฀SHOWS฀THAT฀IN฀TOTAL฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀OF฀THIS฀AGE฀HAD฀GAINED฀
MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀
INCLUDING฀���฀PER฀CENT฀WHO฀ATTAINED฀
MORE฀THAN฀TWO฀QUALIFICATIONS�

4ABLE฀��
0OST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ATTAINED�฀BY฀HIGHEST฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINED�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

(IGHEST฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINED
4YPE฀OF฀
QUALIFICATION #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� !PPRENTICESHIP $IPLOMA฀

$EGREE฀AND฀
ABOVE

#ERTIFICATE฀� ����� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
#ERTIFICATE฀� ����� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���
#ERTIFICATE฀� ����� ���� ���� ���� ���
#ERTIFICATE฀� ����� ��� ��� ���
!PPRENTICESHIP ����� ��� ���
$IPLOMA ����� ���
$EGREE �����

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9

/F฀THOSE฀WHOSE฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀AWARD฀
WAS฀A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀LEVEL฀��฀A฀SMALL฀
NUMBER฀����฀PER฀CENT	฀HAD฀ATTAINED฀TWO฀
CERTIFICATES฀AT฀THIS฀LEVEL�฀*UST฀OVER฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀WITH฀A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀LEVEL฀
�฀HAD฀ALSO฀SUCCESSFULLY฀COMPLETED฀A฀LEVEL฀
�฀CERTIFICATE�฀3IMILARLY�฀MANY฀OF฀THOSE฀
WHO฀HAD฀ATTAINED฀A฀LEVEL฀�฀CERTIFICATE฀฀
OR฀AN฀APPRENTICESHIP฀HAD฀ALSO฀ATTAINED฀฀
A฀LOWER฀LEVEL฀VOCATIONAL฀CERTIFICATE�
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��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

-ANY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀HOWEVER�฀DO฀
NOT฀COMPLETE฀THEIR฀APPRENTICESHIP฀OR฀
TRAINEESHIP�฀2ESEARCH฀HAS฀SHOWN฀THAT�฀
AMONG฀THE฀BROAD฀GROUPS฀OF฀FACTORS฀
ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀NON
COMPLETION�฀FOR฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀PERSONAL฀ISSUES฀CAN฀
SOMETIMES฀OUTWEIGH฀OTHER฀FACTORS฀IN฀
THEIR฀IMPACT�฀!฀RANGE฀OF฀PERSONAL฀FACTORS฀
°฀SUCH฀AS฀DRUG฀AND฀ALCOHOL฀PROBLEMS�฀
MENTAL฀HEALTH฀AND฀FAMILY฀ISSUES�฀AND฀
ATTITUDES฀AND฀EXPECTATIONS฀°฀ARE฀OFTEN฀
CITED฀AS฀BEING฀MORE฀INFLUENTIAL฀THAN฀
FACTORS฀RELATED฀TO฀THE฀TRAINING฀PROVIDED฀
OR฀TO฀ECONOMIC฀FACTORS฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀
INDUSTRY�฀EMPLOYER฀AND฀OCCUPATION฀IN฀
WHICH฀APPRENTICES฀ARE฀TRAINING�฀

7HILE฀THERE฀IS฀MUCH฀INTEREST฀IN฀
THE฀ISSUE฀OF฀APPRENTICESHIP฀AND฀
TRAINEESHIP฀COMPLETION฀RATES�฀IT฀IS฀
A฀COMPLEX฀MATTER฀TO฀INVESTIGATE�฀
!TTRITION฀AND฀COMPLETION฀RATES฀ARE฀
DIFFICULT฀TO฀MEASURE฀ACCURATELY฀FOR฀A฀
NUMBER฀OF฀REASONS�฀!฀CLEAR฀DISTINCTION฀
BETWEEN฀WHAT฀COULD฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀
AS฀TRADITIONAL฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀AND฀
TRAINEESHIPS฀CANNOT฀EASILY฀BE฀MADE�฀
$ATA฀MOST฀READILY฀AVAILABLE฀ARE฀BASED฀
ON฀CONTRACTS฀OF฀TRAINING�฀NOT฀INDIVIDUALS�฀
4HESE฀CONTRACTS฀ENCOMPASS฀TRAINING฀
THAT฀IS฀OF฀VARYING฀DURATION�฀GENERALLY฀
RANGING฀FROM฀ONE฀TO฀FOUR฀YEARS�฀AND฀
LEADING฀TO฀VARYING฀QUALIFICATION฀LEVELS�฀
&URTHERMORE�฀THERE฀ARE฀REPORTING฀DELAYS฀
WHICH฀MEAN฀THAT฀THE฀MOST฀RECENT฀DATA฀
AVAILABLE฀ARE฀ESTIMATES฀RATHER฀THAN฀
ACTUAL฀COUNTS�฀

$ESPITE฀THESE฀CAVEATS�฀IT฀IS฀POSSIBLE฀
TO฀DEVELOP฀A฀CRUDE฀INDICATOR฀OF฀HOW฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀FARING฀WITHIN฀THE฀
VOCATIONAL฀TRAINING฀SYSTEM�฀4HIS฀
APPROACH฀IS฀TO฀USE฀DATA฀ON฀THE฀NUMBERS฀
OF฀COMMENCEMENTS฀AND฀COMPLETIONS฀
OF฀TRAINING฀CONTRACTS�฀IN฀TWO฀BROAD฀
CATEGORIES฀OF฀OCCUPATIONAL฀TRAINING฀
TO฀ROUGHLY฀DIFFERENTIATE฀TRADITIONAL฀
APPRENTICESHIPS฀FROM฀TRAINEESHIPS�฀
IN฀ORDER฀TO฀OBTAIN฀AN฀INDICATOR฀OF฀
THE฀RATIO฀OF฀COMPLETIONS฀TO฀PRIOR฀
COMMENCEMENTS�฀4ABLE฀��฀CONTAINS฀฀
THE฀RESULTS฀OF฀SUCH฀AN฀ANALYSIS�฀FOR฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀AGED฀��฀AND฀BELOW�฀

!PPRENTICESHIP฀COMPLETION฀฀
AS฀A฀QUALIFICATION฀PATHWAY

!PPRENTICESHIPS฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀
IN฀PROVIDING฀MANY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
WITH฀EITHER฀AN฀INITIAL฀OR฀A฀FURTHER฀
QUALIFICATION

)N฀DISCUSSING฀MEASURES฀OF฀EDUCATIONAL฀
ATTAINMENT�฀ASIDE฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETION�฀IT฀IS฀NECESSARY฀TO฀CONSIDER฀
THE฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀AS฀
A฀QUALIFICATION฀PATHWAY�฀,ONGITUDINAL฀
STUDIES฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀BOTH฀NATIONALLY฀
AND฀AT฀A฀STATE฀LEVEL฀�SEE�฀FOR฀EXAMPLE�฀
$%%#$�฀����	�฀CONFIRM฀THE฀LONGER฀
TERM฀BENEFITS฀OF฀AN฀APPRENTICESHIP฀TO฀
THOSE฀WHO฀COMPLETE�฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀HIGH฀
LEVELS฀OF฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀PARTICIPATION฀
AND฀LOW฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀OVER฀
SUCCESSIVE฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEARS�฀)T฀
SHOULD฀BE฀NOTED฀THAT฀SUCH฀FAVOURABLE฀
OUTCOMES฀HAVE฀GENERALLY฀BEEN฀
ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀TRADITIONAL฀TRADES

BASED฀APPRENTICESHIPS�฀WHICH฀ENTAIL฀A฀
LENGTHY฀TRAINING฀PERIOD�฀4HE฀OUTCOMES฀
FOR฀THOSE฀WHO฀COMPLETE฀SHORTER฀DURATION฀
TRAINEESHIPS฀ARE฀LESS฀CLEAR�

��฀
%DUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT



��

/N฀THE฀BASIS฀THAT฀THE฀USUAL฀DURATION฀OF฀
A฀TRAINEESHIP฀IS฀ONE฀YEAR�฀THE฀NUMBER฀
OF฀CONTRACT฀COMPLETIONS฀IN฀NON
TRADES฀
OCCUPATIONS฀IN฀����฀CAN฀BE฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀THE฀NUMBER฀COMMENCING฀IN฀THE฀
PRECEDING฀YEAR�฀�����฀4HOSE฀RATIOS฀ARE฀
PRESENTED฀IN฀THE฀BOTTOM฀PANEL฀OF฀THE฀
TABLE�฀SHOWING฀THAT฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀IN฀����฀
THERE฀WERE฀��฀COMPLETIONS฀FOR฀EVERY฀
���฀TRAINING฀CONTRACTS฀COMMENCED฀IN฀
THE฀NON
TRADES฀OCCUPATIONS฀IN฀�����฀
6ICTORIA฀AND฀4ASMANIA฀HAD฀RATIOS฀
ABOVE฀THE฀NATIONAL฀AVERAGE�฀WHILE฀.EW฀
3OUTH฀7ALES฀AND฀3OUTH฀!USTRALIA฀WERE฀
BELOW฀IT�฀!฀POSSIBLE฀IMPLICATION฀OF฀THE฀
HIGHER฀NATIONAL฀COMPLETION฀RATE฀AMONG฀
FEMALES฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀THAN฀MALES฀���฀
PER฀CENT	฀IS฀THAT฀FEMALES฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀
THAN฀MALES฀TO฀FINISH฀THEIR฀TRAINEESHIP฀
WITHIN฀THE฀STANDARD฀TIME฀FRAME฀OF฀฀
ONE฀YEAR�

4ABLE฀��
#OMPLETION฀RATIOS฀BY฀GENDER฀AND฀TRADE฀STATUS�฀BY฀3TATE�4ERRITORY�฀APPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀AGED฀��฀YEARS฀AND฀BELOW�฀����฀��	
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&EMALES ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
0ERSONS ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

3OURCE�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	

&OR฀!USTRALIA�฀FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀
WERE฀IN฀TRADE฀OCCUPATIONS�฀THE฀RATIO฀OF฀
THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀COMPLETIONS฀IN฀����฀TO฀
THE฀NUMBER฀WHO฀COMMENCED฀TRAINING฀
FOUR฀YEARS฀EARLIER฀IN฀����฀WAS฀��฀PER฀
CENT�฀4HIS฀NATIONAL฀RATE฀IS฀BROADLY฀
COMPARABLE฀WITH฀COMPLETION฀RATES฀
REPORTED฀FOR฀SEVERAL฀OTHER฀COUNTRIES฀
�(UNTLY฀#ONSULTING฀'ROUP฀����	�฀7ITHIN฀
!USTRALIA�฀THERE฀WERE฀QUITE฀NOTICEABLE฀
VARIATIONS฀BETWEEN฀STATES�฀RANGING฀
FROM฀COMPLETION฀RATES฀OF฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀
6ICTORIA฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀.EW฀3OUTH฀
7ALES�฀UP฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀1UEENSLAND฀
AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA�฀
.ATIONALLY�฀THERE฀WAS฀NO฀DIFFERENCE฀
IN฀THE฀COMPLETION฀RATIO฀BY฀GENDER฀
ALTHOUGH฀THE฀PATTERN฀BY฀STATE฀WAS฀
MIXED�฀COMPLETION฀RATIOS฀WERE฀HIGHER฀
FOR฀FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES฀IN฀.EW฀3OUTH฀
7ALES฀AND฀7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA�฀BUT฀THE฀
REVERSE฀IN฀THE฀SMALLER฀STATES฀OF฀3OUTH฀
!USTRALIA฀AND฀4ASMANIA�฀



��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

)T฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀ENSURE฀THAT฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀
ARE฀PROVIDED฀WITH฀CLEAR฀AND฀SUCCESSFUL฀PATHWAYS฀
TO฀EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀FURTHER฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀
WHEN฀THEY฀LEAVE฀SCHOOL�฀&OR฀SOME�฀COMPLETION฀OF฀
SCHOOL฀MARKS฀THE฀END฀OF฀ONE฀PHASE฀OF฀THEIR฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀ANOTHER฀AS฀THEY฀PURSUE฀FURTHER฀
STUDY฀AT฀UNIVERSITY฀OR฀4!&%�฀&OR฀OTHERS�฀HOWEVER�฀
SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀IS฀THE฀POINT฀AT฀WHICH฀THEY฀ATTEMPT฀
TO฀GAIN฀ENTRY฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀ON฀A฀FULL
TIME฀
BASIS�฀%VEN฀THOSE฀WHO฀CONTINUE฀INTO฀FURTHER฀STUDY฀
FROM฀SCHOOL฀WILL฀SEEK฀TO฀GAIN฀ENTRY฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀
MARKET฀EITHER฀DURING฀THEIR฀STUDIES฀OR฀ONCE฀THEY฀HAVE฀
FINISHED�฀(OW฀SUCCESSFUL฀ARE฀STUDENTS฀IN฀GAINING฀
IMMEDIATE฀ACCESS฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�฀7HAT฀ARE฀THE฀
EXPERIENCES฀OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀AS฀THEY฀MOVE฀FROM฀
EDUCATION฀TO฀WORK฀AND฀WHAT฀ARE฀THE฀MAIN฀PATHWAYS�

9OUTH฀LABOUR฀
MARKET
&ULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀FOR฀YOUNG฀
!USTRALIANS฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀HAS฀
FALLEN฀SHARPLY

!฀TWENTY฀YEAR฀PERSPECTIVE฀ON฀THE฀YOUTH฀
LABOUR฀MARKET฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀IS฀PROVIDED฀
IN฀&IGURES฀��฀AND฀���฀4HEIR฀OVER
RIDING฀
MESSAGE฀IS฀THAT�฀DURING฀THE฀LAST฀TWO฀
DECADES�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀HAVE฀FACED฀
INCREASING฀DIFFICULTIES฀IN฀ACCESSING฀FULL

TIME฀EMPLOYMENT�฀

4HE฀DECLINE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀
IS฀SEEN฀IN฀&IGURE฀���฀WHICH฀CHARTS฀THE฀
FALLS฀IN฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
�BOTH฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀YOUNG฀ADULTS	฀WHO฀
WERE฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀
EDUCATION�฀,ABOUR฀FORCE฀PARTICIPATION฀
RATES฀AMONG฀ALL฀TEENAGERS฀DIPPED฀TO฀
BELOW฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀
THEN฀ROSE฀AND฀WERE฀RELATIVELY฀STABLE฀FOR฀
A฀LENGTHY฀TIME฀AT฀JUST฀BELOW฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀
(OWEVER฀THE฀MOST฀RECENT฀DATA�฀FOR฀�����฀
INDICATE฀A฀SHARP฀DROP฀IN฀THIS฀FIGURE�฀BY฀
TWO฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS�฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT�฀
!MONG฀ALL฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀THE฀RATE฀
OF฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀PARTICIPATION฀HOVERED฀
AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀ACROSS฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀
TWENTY฀YEARS�฀BUT฀ALSO฀DECLINED฀BETWEEN฀
����฀AND฀�����฀

��
-OVING฀FROM฀฀
EDUCATION฀TO฀WORK

��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����



/VER฀THE฀SAME฀TWO฀DECADES�฀AND฀FOR฀
BOTH฀AGE฀GROUPS�฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀HAS฀GROWN�฀AS฀AN฀
INCREASING฀PROPORTION฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀
AND฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀HAVE฀COMBINED฀
STUDY฀AND฀�MAINLY฀PART
TIME	฀WORK�฀
4HIS฀HAS฀RESULTED฀IN฀CONTINUOUSLY฀
DECLINING฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION�฀&OR฀TEENAGERS�฀THE฀FALL฀WAS฀
FROM฀����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀����฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
IN฀�����฀AND฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀THE฀LABOUR฀
FORCE฀PARTICIPATION฀RATE฀DROPPED฀FROM฀
����฀PER฀CENT฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT�฀

��

&IGURE฀��฀
,ABOUR฀FORCE฀PARTICIPATION฀FOR฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀AND฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀AS฀A฀
PERCENTAGE฀OF฀POPULATION�฀ALL฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀COMPARED฀WITH฀THOSE฀NOT฀฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀AND฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
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��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

��
-OVING฀FROM฀฀
EDUCATION฀TO฀WORK

4RENDS฀OVER฀THE฀TWO฀DECADES฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀STATUS฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀WERE฀
NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀PRESENTED฀
IN฀&IGURE฀���฀&OLLOWING฀A฀SHARP฀DROP฀
FROM฀THE฀LATE฀����S฀�FROM฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
IN฀����฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀����	฀THE฀
PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
JOBS฀WAS฀RELATIVELY฀STABLE฀THROUGHOUT฀
THE฀����S�฀(OWEVER฀THE฀MODEST฀UPTURNS฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀IN฀RECENT฀
YEARS฀�SINCE฀����฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀
����฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS	฀HAVE฀REVERSED�฀
WITH฀FALLS฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀����฀IN฀
THE฀PERCENTAGES฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀
NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀FOR฀BOTH฀AGE฀GROUPS�฀

&IGURE฀��฀
%MPLOYMENT฀AND฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀STATUS฀OF฀THOSE฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR฀OLDS฀AND฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
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/VER฀THE฀SAME฀PERIOD�฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
RATES฀FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀HAVE฀GENERALLY฀
FALLEN฀SINCE฀THE฀EARLY฀����S�฀!MONG฀
TEENAGERS�฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀UNEMPLOYED฀
FELL฀FROM฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀����฀TO฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀IN฀�����฀3IMILARLY�฀WHEREAS฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED฀
IN฀�����฀BY฀����฀IT฀WAS฀DOWN฀TO฀���฀PER฀
CENT�฀(OWEVER฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀SHOT฀
UP฀AGAIN฀IN฀�����฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀
TEENAGERS฀AND฀���฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀��฀TO฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀

0ARTICIPATION฀IN฀PART
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀
HAS฀GROWN฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀DURING฀THE฀
LAST฀TWO฀DECADES�฀INCREASING฀THREEFOLD฀
FOR฀TEENAGERS�฀AND฀MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLING฀
FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀&OR฀EXAMPLE�฀���฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION฀HAD฀PART
TIME฀JOBS฀IN฀����฀
AND฀THIS฀ROSE฀TO฀��฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀)T฀WOULD฀
SEEM฀THAT�฀INCREASINGLY�฀TEENAGERS฀HAVE฀
MOVED฀FROM฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀TO฀BEING฀
IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀AT฀LEAST฀UNTIL฀����฀
�SINCE฀THEN�฀RATES฀OF฀BOTH฀PART
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀HAVE฀
RISEN฀TOGETHER	�฀4HIS฀PATTERN฀ALSO฀OCCURS฀
AMONG฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
WHOM฀WERE฀WORKING฀PART
TIME฀IN฀�����฀
INCREASING฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����฀

!฀YOUTH฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀CHARACTERISED฀
BY฀LONG
TERM฀DECLINE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀RISING฀LEVELS฀OF฀
PART
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀HAS฀SIGNIFICANT฀
IMPLICATIONS฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀-OST฀
NOTABLY�฀IN฀MAKING฀THE฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀
SCHOOL�฀PROPORTIONALLY฀MANY฀MORE฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀THAN฀PREVIOUSLY฀NOW฀RELY฀
ON฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀THEIR฀EARLY฀YEARS฀฀
IN฀THE฀WORKFORCE�฀

4HE฀LONGER
TERM฀FALLS฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀OPPORTUNITIES฀FOR฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀ARE฀HIGHLIGHTED฀BY฀DATA฀
COMPARING฀FULL
TIME฀JOB฀GROWTH฀FOR฀
TEENAGERS฀AND฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀WITH฀THAT฀
FOR฀OLDER฀ADULTS�฀4HIS฀INFORMATION฀IS฀
PRESENTED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀COVERING฀THE฀
PERIOD฀FROM฀����฀TO฀�����฀!฀RISE฀IN฀THE฀
NUMBER฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀FULL

TIME฀WORK�฀FROM฀���������฀TO฀����������฀
REPRESENTS฀AN฀INCREASE฀OF฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀
/VER฀THE฀SAME฀PERIOD�฀THE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀AND฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
WORKING฀FULL
TIME฀DECLINED�฀IN฀EACH฀AGE฀
GROUP฀BY฀ABOUT฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀)N฀�����฀THE฀
NUMBERS฀OF฀��
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀WERE฀AT฀A฀LEVEL฀SIMILAR฀฀
TO฀THAT฀OF฀�����฀AND฀WERE฀THE฀LOWEST฀
SINCE฀�����฀

4ABLE฀��฀
&ULL
TIME฀JOB฀GROWTH฀FOR฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀AND฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀ADULTS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀���฀-AY�฀����
����

)N฀FULL
TIME฀WORK
��
��
 ��
��
 ��
��

-AY ³���S ³���S ³���S
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
���� ����� ����� ������
0ERCENTAGE฀OF฀POPULATION
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����
���� ���� ���� ����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBES฀,-�฀AND฀,-�	

฀6ALUES฀FOR฀��
��฀AND฀��
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀FOR฀PERSONS฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION
.OTE�฀6ALUES฀FROM฀����฀ONWARDS฀MAY฀DIFFER฀FROM฀PREVIOUS฀(90!&฀EDITIONS฀BECAUSE฀OF฀THE฀USE฀OF฀REVISED฀
ESTIMATES�
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4HE฀!USTRALIAN฀YOUTH฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀
PROVIDES฀EMPLOYMENT฀OPPORTUNITIES฀
AT฀RATES฀ABOVE฀THE฀AVERAGE฀FOR฀/%#$฀
COUNTRIES

!LTHOUGH฀!USTRALIA฀HAS฀LOWER฀RATES฀OF฀
PARTICIPATION฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀
THAN฀MANY฀OTHER฀/%#$฀COUNTRIES�฀THOSE฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING฀ARE฀EMPLOYED฀AT฀ABOVE
AVERAGE฀
RATES�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀/%#$฀FIGURES฀
REPORTED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀APPROXIMATELY฀TWO

THIRDS฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
IN฀!USTRALIA฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TRAINING฀IN฀����฀WERE฀EMPLOYED�฀
&OR฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀THE฀RATE฀WAS฀
��฀PER฀CENT�฀)N฀COMPARISON฀WITH฀THE฀
AVERAGE฀ACROSS฀THE฀/%#$�฀EMPLOYMENT฀
RATES฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀WERE฀HIGHER฀BY฀ABOUT฀
��฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀
�฀POINTS฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀.OTE฀HOWEVER฀
THAT฀THESE฀FIGURES฀ARE฀FOR฀�����฀AND฀
HENCE฀PRE
DATE฀THE฀DOWNTURN฀IN฀THE฀
GLOBAL฀ECONOMY�฀

4ABLE฀��฀
0ER฀CENT฀OF฀THE฀YOUTH฀POPULATION฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀WHO฀ARE฀EMPLOYED�฀฀
/%#$฀COUNTRIES�฀����

��
��฀YEAR
OLDS ��
��฀YEAR
OLDS
0OLAND ���� ����
3LOVAK฀2EPUBLIC ���� ����
(UNGARY ���� ����
&RANCE ���� ����
4URKEY฀��	 ���� ����
)TALY ���� ����
"ELGIUM ���� ����
'REECE ���� ����
,UXEMBOURG ���� ����
'ERMANY ���� ����
#ZECH฀2EPUBLIC ���� ����
3PAIN ���� ����
3WITZERLAND ���� ����
5NITED฀+INGDOM ���� ����
&INLAND ���� ����
!USTRIA฀ ���� ����
3WEDEN ���� ����
5NITED฀3TATES ���� ����
$ENMARK ���� ����
0ORTUGAL ���� ����
#ANADA ���� ����
-EXICO฀��	 ���� ����
.ETHERLANDS ���� ����
!USTRALIA ���� ����
.EW฀:EALAND ���� ����
)RELAND ���� ����
)CELAND ���� ����
.ORWAY ���� ����
!VERAGE ���� ����

.OTES฀��	฀9EAR฀OF฀REFERENCE฀����฀��	฀9EAR฀OF฀REFERENCE฀����
3OURCE�฀/%#$฀�����B	
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0OST
SCHOOL฀
PATHWAYS
4HE฀INFORMATION฀IN฀THIS฀SECTION฀WAS฀
DERIVED฀FROM฀AN฀ANALYSIS฀OF฀THE฀����฀
COHORT฀OF฀,3!9�฀4HIS฀COHORT฀OF฀9EAR฀�฀
STUDENTS฀WAS฀FIRST฀SURVEYED฀IN฀����฀AND฀
THEN฀CONTACTED฀ANNUALLY฀TO฀DOCUMENT฀
THEIR฀PROGRESS฀THROUGH฀SCHOOL฀AND฀INTO฀
FURTHER฀STUDY฀AND฀WORK�฀4HE฀FOCUS฀OF฀
THIS฀ANALYSIS฀IS฀ON฀LOOKING฀AT฀TRANSITION฀
OVER฀THE฀LONGER฀TERM�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀ARE฀
BASED฀MAINLY฀ON฀THE฀�����฀SAMPLE฀
MEMBERS฀WHO฀RESPONDED฀TO฀THE฀����฀
SURVEY�฀WHICH฀IS฀SIX฀YEARS฀AFTER฀MANY฀
HAD฀BEEN฀STUDENTS฀IN฀9EAR฀���฀

%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀ARE฀MORE฀OFTEN฀
UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
AFTER฀SIX฀YEARS�

4ABLE฀��฀PRESENTS฀THE฀MAIN฀WORK฀
AND฀STUDY฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
ACROSS฀THE฀FIRST฀SIX฀YEARS฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀
SCHOOL�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀SHOW฀THAT฀SOME฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀ARE฀STILL฀IN฀
EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀IN฀THEIR฀SIXTH฀
POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀ALTHOUGH฀BY฀THIS฀
STAGE฀THE฀MAJORITY฀ARE฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀
FORCE�฀4HOSE฀STILL฀IN฀STUDY฀ARE฀MOSTLY฀
IN฀UNIVERSITY฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀WITH฀
SOME฀����฀PER฀CENT	฀IN฀HIGH
LEVEL฀6%4฀
COURSES฀�CERTIFICATE฀�฀AND฀ABOVE	฀AND฀
APPRENTICESHIPS฀����฀PER฀CENT	�

)N฀THE฀FIRST฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀ABOUT฀
TWO
THIRDS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WERE฀IN฀
SOME฀FORM฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING�฀0ARTICIPATION฀DECLINES฀STEADILY฀
OVER฀THE฀NEXT฀FIVE฀YEARS฀AS฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
COMPLETE฀OR฀DISCONTINUE฀THEIR฀STUDY฀฀
AND฀MOVE฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀INTO฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE�฀

4HERE฀ARE฀GENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀THE฀
TRANSITION฀PATTERNS�฀7OMEN฀ARE฀FAR฀MORE฀
LIKELY฀TO฀RELY฀ON฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀AS฀THEY฀
MOVE฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�฀
&ROM฀9EAR฀�฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀YOUNG฀
WOMEN฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀IS฀MORE฀THAN฀
FIVE฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀HIGHER฀THAN฀FOR฀
MEN�฀-ALES�฀ON฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND�฀HAVE฀
HIGHER฀RATES฀OF฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀
ACROSS฀ALL฀YEARS�฀BUT฀THE฀GAPS฀GROW฀
PROGRESSIVELY�฀FROM฀���฀POINTS฀IN฀THE฀FIRST฀
YEAR�฀TO฀���฀POINTS฀IN฀THE฀THIRD฀YEAR฀AND฀
����฀POINTS฀IN฀THE฀SIXTH฀YEAR�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀
SUGGEST฀THAT฀FEMALES฀ARE฀HAVING฀A฀
HARDER฀TIME฀FINDING฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�

4HIS฀GREATER฀DIFFICULTY฀FOR฀WOMEN฀IN฀
MAKING฀A฀SUCCESSFUL฀TRANSITION฀TO฀FULL

TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀IS฀ALSO฀SUGGESTED฀BY฀
THE฀HIGHER฀RATES฀AT฀WHICH฀THEY฀ARE฀EITHER฀
UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀
)N฀EACH฀YEAR�฀RATES฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀ARE฀
HIGHER฀FOR฀FEMALES฀AND�฀FROM฀THE฀THIRD฀
YEAR�฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀
FORCE฀IS฀ALSO฀HIGHER฀FOR฀WOMEN฀THAN฀฀
FOR฀MEN�

4HE฀PATTERNS฀OF฀TRANSITION฀ALSO฀VARY฀
DEPENDING฀ON฀WHETHER฀OR฀NOT฀SCHOOL฀
LEAVERS฀HAD฀COMPLETED฀9EAR฀���฀4HESE฀
FIGURES฀ARE฀REPORTED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀

3CHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WHO฀DID฀NOT฀COMPLETE฀
9EAR฀��฀DID฀NOT฀PARTICIPATE฀AS฀MUCH฀
IN฀FURTHER฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING฀AS฀
9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS�฀)N฀THE฀FIRST฀POST

SCHOOL฀YEAR฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀PARTICIPATION฀
WAS฀��฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀LOWER฀FOR฀
NON
COMPLETERS�฀)T฀MEANT฀THAT฀MANY฀
MORE฀SCHOOL฀NON
COMPLETERS฀RELIED฀ON฀
THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀IN฀THEIR฀TRANSITION฀
FROM฀SCHOOL�฀4HIS฀EXPOSURE฀PRODUCED฀
HIGHER฀RATES฀OF฀MARGINALISATION฀IN฀EVERY฀
POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀4HE฀HIGHER฀RATE฀OF฀
UNEMPLOYMENT฀FOR฀NON฀COMPLETERS฀°฀
���฀POINTS฀COMPARED฀TO฀���฀POINTS฀°฀฀
IN฀THE฀FIRST฀YEAR฀ESTABLISHED฀A฀GAP฀THAT฀
CHANGED฀LITTLE฀OVER฀THE฀TIME�฀EVEN฀IF฀฀
THE฀RATES฀FOR฀BOTH฀GROUPS฀DID฀CHANGE�฀
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4ABLE฀��฀
-AIN฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ANNUALLY฀ACROSS฀THE฀FIRST฀�฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEARS�฀฀
BY฀GENDER฀��	฀

฀ 0OST
SCHOOL฀YEAR
9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀�

!LL฀PERSONS
)N฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

5NIVERSITY ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
,OW฀LEVEL฀6%4 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
(IGH฀LEVEL฀6%4 ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���
!PPRENTICESHIP ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4RAINEESHIP ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.OT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀฀
AND฀TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
0ART
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
5NEMPLOYED ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.),& ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����
-ALES
)N฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

5NIVERSITY ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
,OW฀LEVEL฀6%4 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
(IGH฀LEVEL฀6%4 ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
!PPRENTICESHIP ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���
4RAINEESHIP ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.OT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀฀
AND฀TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
0ART
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���
5NEMPLOYED ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.),& ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����
&EMALES
)N฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

5NIVERSITY ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
,OW฀LEVEL฀6%4 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
(IGH฀LEVEL฀6%4 ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���
!PPRENTICESHIP ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4RAINEESHIP ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.OT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
0ART
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
5NEMPLOYED ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.),& ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

3OURCE�฀%STIMATES฀DERIVED฀BY฀3TEPHEN฀,AMB฀FROM฀THE฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9�
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&ULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀WAS฀GAINED฀
BY฀SCHOOL฀NON
COMPLETERS฀AT฀A฀HIGHER฀
RATE฀THAN฀BY฀9EAR฀��฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀�BY฀
���฀POINTS฀IN฀THE฀FIRST฀YEAR	�฀(OWEVER฀
THIS฀GAP฀NARROWS฀OVER฀TIME฀AS฀9EAR฀��฀
COMPLETERS฀ALSO฀COMPLETE฀OTHER฀FORMS฀
OF฀STUDY�฀SO฀THAT฀BY฀THE฀SIXTH฀YEAR฀THE฀
FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀ARE฀ROUGHLY฀
THE฀SAME�฀

"EING฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀VARIES฀BY฀LEVEL฀OF฀SCHOOL฀
ATTAINMENT�฀!FTER฀SIX฀POST
SCHOOL฀
YEARS�฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀EARLY฀LEAVERS฀ARE฀
UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
COMPARED฀TO฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀
COMPLETERS�฀

4ABLE฀��฀
-AIN฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ANNUALLY฀ACROSS฀THE฀FIRST฀�฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEARS�฀฀
BY฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀��	฀

฀ 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀� 9EAR฀�
9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS
%DUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
5NIVERSITY ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
,OW฀LEVEL฀6%4 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
(IGH฀LEVEL฀6%4 ���� ���� ��� ��� ��� ���
!PPRENTICESHIP ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4RAINEESHIP ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.OT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
0ART
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
5NEMPLOYED ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.),& ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����
.ON
COMPLETERS
%DUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
5NIVERSITY ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
,OW฀LEVEL฀6%4 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
(IGH฀LEVEL฀6%4 ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
!PPRENTICESHIP ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���
4RAINEESHIP ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.OT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀
TRAINING ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

&ULL
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
0ART
TIME฀WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
5NEMPLOYED ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
.),& ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

3OURCE�฀%STIMATES฀DERIVED฀BY฀3TEPHEN฀,AMB฀FROM฀THE฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9�
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1UALIFICATIONS฀HELP฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀IN฀
MOVING฀SUCCESSFULLY฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀
TO฀WORK

4HE฀TRANSITION฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀TO฀
THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀CAN฀BE฀AFFECTED฀
BY฀A฀NUMBER฀OF฀FACTORS�฀INCLUDING฀
ECONOMIC฀CONDITIONS�฀4HE฀DATA฀SHOW฀
THAT฀AN฀INDIVIDUAL´S฀LEVEL฀OF฀EDUCATION�฀
PARTICULARLY฀THE฀COMPLETION฀OF฀HIGHER฀
LEVEL฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀CAN฀ALSO฀
PLAY฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀ROLE�฀

4ABLE฀��฀PRESENTS฀THE฀MAIN฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀IN฀THEIR฀SIXTH฀YEAR฀AFTER฀
LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀BROKEN฀DOWN฀ACCORDING฀
TO฀THE฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀QUALIFICATION฀THEY฀
HAD฀ACHIEVED฀BY฀THE฀END฀OF฀THEIR฀FIFTH฀
POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀SHOW฀THAT฀
BY฀THE฀SIXTH฀YEAR�฀A฀LARGE฀MAJORITY฀WAS฀
NO฀LONGER฀IN฀EDUCATION฀AND฀TRAINING�฀฀
!฀SALIENT฀POINT฀IS฀THAT฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
ACTIVITY฀IN฀THE฀SIXTH฀YEAR฀IS฀INFLUENCED฀
BY฀THE฀QUALIFICATIONS฀GAINED฀BY฀9EAR฀��฀

4ABLE฀��฀
-AIN฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀IN฀THEIR฀SIXTH฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀BY฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀QUALIFICATION฀GAINED฀฀
BY฀THE฀FIFTH฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR฀��	฀

(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀GAINED฀BY฀9EAR฀�

.ONE 0OST
SCHOOL฀6OCATIONAL
(IGHER฀
EDUC�

!CTIVITY฀IN฀SIXTH฀YEAR
.ON


COMPLETER 9EAR฀�� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� !PPR� $IP
LOMA $EGREE

!LL
)N฀EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
5NIVERSITY ��� ���� ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ���� ����
(IGH฀LEVEL฀6%4 ��� ��� ���฀ ��� ��� ��� ���฀ ��� ���
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#OMPARED฀TO฀THOSE฀WITHOUT฀ANY฀SCHOOL฀
OR฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀UNIVERSITY฀
GRADUATES฀HAD฀A฀HIGHER฀RATE฀OF฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀�����฀PER฀CENT฀AS฀AGAINST฀
����฀PER฀CENT	�฀)N฀THE฀SAME฀COMPARISON�฀
GRADUATES฀WERE฀ALSO฀BOTH฀MUCH฀LESS฀
LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀UNEMPLOYED฀����฀PER฀CENT฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀
THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀����฀PER฀CENT฀AS฀AGAINST฀
����฀PER฀CENT	�฀

��
-OVING฀FROM฀฀
EDUCATION฀TO฀WORK



��

!PPRENTICES฀ALSO฀HAVE฀VERY฀GOOD฀
EMPLOYMENT฀OUTCOMES�฀4HOSE฀WHO฀฀
HAD฀COMPLETED฀AN฀APPRENTICESHIP฀HAD฀
THE฀SECOND฀LOWEST฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀LEVEL฀
����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀THE฀HIGHEST฀PERCENTAGE฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAD฀COMPLETED฀OTHER฀
QUALIFICATIONS�฀

4HE฀PAY
OFF฀IN฀EMPLOYMENT฀TERMS฀FOR฀
APPRENTICES฀IS฀EVEN฀MORE฀APPARENT฀
WHEN฀LOOKING฀AT฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀STATUS฀
OF฀ONLY฀THOSE฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
AND฀TRAINING฀IN฀THEIR฀SIXTH฀POST
SCHOOL฀
YEAR�฀4HIS฀INFORMATION฀IS฀REPORTED฀IN฀THE฀
BOTTOM฀PANEL฀OF฀4ABLE฀���฀)T฀SHOWS฀THAT฀
APPRENTICES฀HAD฀THE฀HIGHEST฀RATE฀OF฀FULL

TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀THE฀
SECOND฀LOWEST฀RATE฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
����฀PER฀CENT	�

)N฀THE฀SIXTH฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀WHO฀HAD฀NO฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀AND฀HAD฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀BEFORE฀
GAINING฀A฀SCHOOL฀CERTIFICATE฀HAD฀THE฀
HIGHEST฀PROPORTION฀NOT฀IN฀STUDY฀�����฀
PER฀CENT	�฀4HIS฀SAME฀GROUP฀ALSO฀HAD฀A฀
HIGH฀LEVEL฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀AMONG฀
THOSE฀NOT฀IN฀STUDY฀°฀���฀PER฀CENT�฀A฀RATE฀
FIVE฀TIMES฀HIGHER฀THAN฀FOR฀THOSE฀WITH฀A฀
UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE�฀9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀WITH฀
LOW฀LEVEL฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀DID฀
NOT฀FARE฀MUCH฀BETTER�฀!MONG฀THOSE฀WITH฀
A฀,EVEL฀�฀#ERTIFICATE�฀���฀PER฀CENT฀WERE฀
UNEMPLOYED฀AND฀FOR฀THOSE฀WITH฀JUST฀A฀
,EVEL฀�฀#ERTIFICATE�฀THE฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
RATE฀WAS฀����฀PER฀CENT�

!TTAINMENT฀ALSO฀HAS฀AN฀IMPACT฀ON฀
EARNINGS

)N฀ADDITION฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�฀EDUCATION฀
PAYS฀OFF฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀EARNINGS�฀&IGURE฀
���฀WHICH฀DISPLAYS฀MEAN฀WEEKLY฀
EARNINGS฀FOR฀FULL
TIME฀WORKERS฀BY฀
POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀SHOWS฀THAT฀
HIGHER฀INCOME฀GENERALLY฀IS฀ASSOCIATED฀
WITH฀A฀HIGHER฀LEVEL฀OF฀EDUCATION�฀/N฀
AVERAGE�฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀GRADUATE´S฀INCOME฀
WAS฀����฀HIGHER฀PER฀WEEK฀THAN฀THE฀
INCOME฀OF฀SOMEONE฀WHO฀HAD฀COMPLETED฀
A฀VOCATIONAL฀CERTIFICATE฀AT฀,EVEL฀��฀!฀
GRADUATE´S฀INCOME฀WAS฀����฀HIGHER฀
THAN฀FOR฀SOMEONE฀WHO฀HAD฀A฀,EVEL฀�฀
#ERTIFICATE�฀AND฀����฀MORE฀THAN฀FOR฀
SOMEONE฀WHO฀HELD฀A฀6%4฀DIPLOMA�

!PPRENTICESHIP฀QUALIFICATIONS฀ALSO฀
DELIVER฀A฀HIGH฀RETURN�฀4HE฀MEAN฀฀
WEEKLY฀EARNINGS฀OF฀APPRENTICES฀ARE฀฀
ONLY฀SLIGHTLY฀LOWER฀THAN฀THOSE฀OF฀
UNIVERSITY฀GRADUATES฀AT฀THIS฀POINT฀฀
OF฀THEIR฀RESPECTIVE฀CAREER฀CYCLES�฀

&IGURE฀��฀
-EAN฀WEEKLY฀EARNINGS฀OF฀THOSE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀�TH฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR�฀฀
BY฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINMENT฀��	
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DISABILITY฀
3HORT
TERM฀ILLNESS฀OR฀INJURY
,OOKING฀AFTER฀ILL฀OR฀DISABLED฀PERSON
4RAVEL�฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀LEISURE฀ACTIVITY
7ORKING฀IN฀UNPAID฀VOLUNTARY฀JOB
/THER

��

���

���

���

��

��

��
���



%XISTING฀DATA฀ON฀THE฀PERCEPTIONS฀HELD฀
BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀CAN฀SHED฀SOME฀LIGHT฀
ON฀THEIR฀SUBJECTIVE฀WELLBEING�฀!T฀FIRST฀
GLANCE�฀THE฀IMPRESSION฀GAINED฀IS฀A฀
POSITIVE฀ONE�฀9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀TEND฀TO฀
BE฀HEALTHIER฀THAN฀THE฀POPULATION฀AS฀A฀
WHOLE�฀AND฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀MENTAL฀HEALTH�฀
FEWER฀REPORT฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀
DISTRESS฀COMPARED฀WITH฀OTHER฀AGE฀
GROUPS฀IN฀THE฀POPULATION�฀&URTHERMORE�฀
THEY฀GENERALLY฀EXPRESS฀A฀HIGH฀DEGREE฀฀
OF฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀LIFE฀°฀SOME฀SURVEYS฀
FIND฀THAT฀ONLY฀SMALL฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀SAY฀THEY฀ARE฀UNHAPPY฀
ABOUT฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀THEIR฀LIVES�฀
(OWEVER�฀MORE฀DETAILED฀ANALYSES฀OF฀
SUCH฀DATA฀CAN฀HIGHLIGHT฀SUBGROUPS฀
WITHIN฀THE฀YOUTHFUL฀AGE฀COHORT฀WHO฀฀
ARE฀MORE฀VULNERABLE฀THAN฀OTHERS�฀AND฀
WHO฀THEREFORE฀REQUIRE฀ADDITIONAL฀
SUPPORT�฀2ESULTS฀OF฀THESE฀ANALYSES฀
REINFORCE฀OTHER฀FINDINGS฀CONCERNING฀฀
THE฀DIFFICULTIES฀FACED฀BY฀THOSE฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀WHO฀ARE฀MOST฀LIKELY฀TO฀฀
ENCOUNTER฀PROBLEMS฀IN฀MAKING฀A฀
TRANSITION฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET�฀

,EVELS฀OF฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀AND฀
THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀ARE฀OBJECTIVE฀INDICATORS฀OF฀THE฀
WELLBEING฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀4HE฀DATA฀PRESENTED฀
IN฀EACH฀OF฀THE฀PRECEDING฀THREE฀PARTS฀OF฀THE฀REPORT฀
POINT฀TO฀DETERIORATION฀IN฀THE฀EARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀
SITUATION฀OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀IN฀�����฀WITH฀
HIGHER฀PROPORTIONS฀OF฀TEENAGERS�฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀
AND฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀LEARNING฀
OR฀EARNING฀COMPARED฀WITH฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀)N฀
THIS฀CONTEXT�฀AND฀PARTICULARLY฀IF฀THESE฀WORSENING฀
ECONOMIC฀CIRCUMSTANCES฀FOR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀PERSIST�฀
IT฀IS฀BOTH฀RELEVANT฀AND฀NECESSARY฀TO฀ALSO฀CONSIDER฀
THEIR฀EXPERIENCES฀FROM฀A฀MORE฀SUBJECTIVE฀VIEWPOINT�฀
!N฀INVESTIGATION฀OF฀OTHER฀FACETS฀OF฀THEIR฀WELLBEING�฀
INCLUDING฀MEASURES฀OF฀THEIR฀PHYSICAL฀AND฀MENTAL฀
HEALTH�฀AND฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀฀
THEIR฀LIVES�฀PROVIDES฀A฀MORE฀COMPREHENSIVE฀PICTURE฀฀
OF฀HOW฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀FARING�฀
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4ABLE฀��฀
3ELF
ASSESSED฀HEALTH฀STATUS�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀BY฀GENDER�฀฀
!USTRALIA฀����
����฀��	

(EALTH฀STATUS -ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS
%XCELLENT ���� ���� ����
6ERY฀GOOD ���� ���� ����
'OOD ���� ���� ����
&AIR�0OOR ��� ��� ���
4OTAL ����� ����� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀����
����฀.ATIONAL฀(EALTH฀3URVEY฀�CUSTOMISED฀TABLE	

(EALTH฀AND฀
WELLBEING
-OST฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀SAY฀THEIR฀฀
HEALTH฀IS฀GOOD

4HE฀MOST฀RECENT฀!"3฀.ATIONAL฀(EALTH฀
3URVEY�฀DESIGNED฀TO฀OBTAIN฀NATIONAL฀
BENCHMARKS฀ON฀THE฀HEALTH฀STATUS฀OF฀
THE฀POPULATION�฀WAS฀CONDUCTED฀FROM฀
!UGUST฀����฀TO฀*UNE฀�����฀!S฀MIGHT฀BE฀
EXPECTED�฀WHEN฀ASKED฀TO฀ASSESS฀THEIR฀
HEALTH฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀MORE฀INCLINED฀
THAN฀THE฀POPULATION฀AS฀A฀WHOLE฀TO฀RATE฀
THIS฀AS฀EXCELLENT฀OR฀VERY฀GOOD�฀4ABLE฀��฀
RECORDS฀THE฀RESPONSES฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀฀
YEAR
OLDS�฀

!LMOST฀TWO฀THIRDS฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀ASSESSED฀THEIR฀HEALTH฀AS฀EITHER฀
EXCELLENT฀OR฀VERY฀GOOD฀�THE฀COMPARABLE฀
FIGURE฀FOR฀THE฀TOTAL฀ADULT฀POPULATION�฀NOT฀
DISPLAYED฀IN฀THE฀TABLE�฀WAS฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀
!T฀THE฀OTHER฀EXTREME�฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
THOSE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀SAID฀THEIR฀HEALTH฀WAS฀
FAIR฀OR฀POOR฀�AS฀AGAINST฀����฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀
ALL฀ADULTS	�฀-ALES฀WERE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀
MORE฀POSITIVE฀THAN฀FEMALES฀IN฀ASSESSING฀
THEIR฀OWN฀HEALTH�฀-ORE฀THAN฀ONE฀IN฀
FOUR฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR฀OLD฀
MALES฀SAID฀THEIR฀HEALTH฀WAS฀EXCELLENT฀
AS฀AGAINST฀ONE฀IN฀FIVE฀�����฀PER฀CENT	฀
FEMALES�฀#ONVERSELY�฀HIGHER฀PROPORTIONS฀
OF฀FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES฀RATED฀THEIR฀HEALTH฀
AS฀FAIR฀OR฀POOR฀����฀PER฀CENT฀AND฀���฀PER฀
CENT฀RESPECTIVELY	�฀AND฀GOOD฀�����฀PER฀
CENT฀COMPARED฀WITH฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀

(IGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS฀
ARE฀NO฀MORE฀PREVALENT฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀THAN฀THE฀REST฀OF฀THE฀POPULATION�฀
(OWEVER฀THE฀INCIDENCE฀OF฀DISTRESS฀
LEVELS฀IS฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀WOMEN฀
THAN฀YOUNG฀MEN�

!NOTHER฀INDICATOR฀AVAILABLE฀FROM฀
THE฀.(3฀CONCERNS฀MENTAL฀HEALTH�฀
4HIS฀MEASURE฀IS฀DERIVED฀USING฀THE฀��฀
ITEM฀+ESSLER฀��฀�+��	฀3CALE฀OF฀CURRENT฀
PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS�฀WHICH฀ASKS฀ABOUT฀
FEELINGS฀SUCH฀AS฀HOPELESSNESS฀AND฀
DEPRESSION�฀AND฀IS฀REFERENCED฀TO฀THE฀FOUR฀
WEEKS฀PRIOR฀TO฀INTERVIEW�฀2ESPONSES฀
ARE฀SCORED�฀WITH฀HIGH฀SCORES฀INDICATING฀
SEVERE฀DISTRESS�฀AND฀RESULTS฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀
ARE฀PRESENTED฀IN฀THREE฀CATEGORIES฀°฀LOW�฀
MODERATE�฀AND฀HIGH฀TO฀VERY฀HIGH฀DISTRESS฀
LEVELS�฀)T฀REVEALS฀THAT฀SLIGHTLY฀FEWER฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀REPORT฀HIGH฀TO฀VERY฀HIGH฀
LEVELS฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS฀THAN฀
MOST฀OTHER฀OLDER฀AGE฀GROUPS฀IN฀฀
THE฀POPULATION�฀
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3CHOOL฀COMPLETION฀SEEMS฀TO฀BE฀
POSITIVELY฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀
HEALTH฀IN฀THE฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEARS
&URTHER฀ANALYSES฀OF฀THE฀RESPONSES฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀HIGHEST฀YEAR฀LEVEL฀
THAT฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀HAD฀COMPLETED฀AT฀
SCHOOL฀ARE฀RECORDED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀!฀MUCH฀
HIGHER฀PROPORTION฀�MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀
IN฀FOUR	฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAD฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀
AFTER฀COMPLETING฀9EAR฀��฀REPORTED฀
EXPERIENCING฀HIGH฀TO฀VERY฀HIGH฀DISTRESS฀
LEVELS�฀COMPARED฀TO฀ONE฀IN฀TEN฀WHO฀HAD฀
FINISHED฀9EAR฀���฀3CHOOL฀COMPLETION฀
SEEMS฀TO฀BE฀POSITIVELY฀ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀
PSYCHOLOGICAL฀HEALTH฀IN฀THE฀POST
SCHOOL฀
YEARS�฀A฀FINDING฀THAT฀ADDS฀ANOTHER฀
DIMENSION฀TO฀THE฀OTHER฀BENEFICIAL฀
OUTCOMES฀OF฀COMPLETING฀SECONDARY฀
SCHOOL�฀SUCH฀AS฀GREATER฀SECURITY฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀MARKET�฀

4ABLE฀��฀
0REVALENCE฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS฀AMONG฀SELECTED฀AGE฀GROUPS�฀BY฀GENDER�฀!USTRALIA�฀����
����฀��	฀

��
��฀YEARS ��
��฀YEARS ��
��฀YEARS 4OTAL฀ADULT฀POPULATION
$ISTRESS฀LEVEL - & 0 - & 0 - & 0 - & 0
,OW ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
-ODERATE ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����
(IGH�VERY฀HIGH฀ ��� ����
 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ����
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀����
����฀.ATIONAL฀(EALTH฀3URVEY฀
.OTE฀
฀ESTIMATE฀HAS฀A฀HIGH฀RELATIVE฀STANDARD฀ERROR฀AND฀SHOULD฀BE฀USED฀WITH฀CAUTION

)N฀����
�����฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀HAD฀SCORES฀WHICH฀
INDICATED฀LOW฀DISTRESS฀LEVELS�฀WITH฀
����฀PER฀CENT฀HAVING฀MODERATE฀AND฀
����฀PER฀CENT฀HIGH฀OR฀VERY฀HIGH฀DISTRESS฀
LEVELS�฀4HIS฀COMPARES฀WITH฀FIGURES฀OF฀
����฀PER฀CENT�฀����฀PER฀CENT฀AND฀����฀
PER฀CENT฀RESPECTIVELY฀FOR฀PEOPLE฀AGED฀
FROM฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀7HILE฀A฀MARGINALLY฀
LOWER฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
EXPERIENCED฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀
DISTRESS฀COMPARED฀WITH฀THOSE฀IN฀THE฀
NEXT฀AGE฀CATEGORY�฀PROPORTIONALLY฀MORE฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WERE฀DEEMED฀TO฀BE฀
EXPERIENCING฀MODERATE฀DISTRESS฀LEVELS�฀
4HE฀MOST฀FREQUENT฀OCCURRENCE฀OF฀HIGH฀
TO฀VERY฀HIGH฀DISTRESS฀LEVELS฀OCCURRED฀
AMONG฀PEOPLE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀&OR฀
THE฀ADULT฀POPULATION฀AS฀A฀WHOLE�฀THE฀
FIGURES฀WERE฀����฀PER฀CENT฀LOW�฀����฀PER฀
CENT฀MODERATE�฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀HIGH฀TO฀
VERY฀HIGH�฀

!CROSS฀MOST฀AGE฀GROUPS�฀PROPORTIONALLY฀
FEWER฀MALES฀THAN฀FEMALES฀REPORT฀HIGH฀TO฀
VERY฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀DISTRESS�฀4HIS฀GENDER฀
DIFFERENCE฀WAS฀ALSO฀FOUND฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE�฀WITH฀A฀MUCH฀HIGHER฀PERCENTAGE฀
OF฀YOUNG฀WOMEN฀IN฀THE฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR฀
AGE฀RANGE฀REPORTING฀HIGH฀TO฀VERY฀HIGH฀
PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS฀LEVELS฀°฀THIS฀
FIGURE฀FOR฀FEMALES฀WAS฀HIGH฀NOT฀ONLY฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀MALES฀OF฀THE฀SAME฀AGE�฀
BUT฀COMPARED฀WITH฀FEMALES฀OF฀OTHER฀
AGE฀GROUPS�฀$ESPITE฀THE฀CAVEAT฀THAT฀
THE฀ESTIMATE฀HAS฀A฀HIGH฀STANDARD฀ERROR�฀
AND฀SHOULD฀BE฀USED฀WITH฀CAUTION�฀IT฀
ALSO฀SIGNALS฀THAT฀THERE฀MAY฀BE฀A฀NEED฀
FOR฀ADDITIONAL฀FOCUS฀ON฀THE฀EMOTIONAL฀
WELFARE฀OF฀YOUNG฀WOMEN�฀

4ABLE฀��฀
0REVALENCE฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS฀AMONG฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀BY฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀
SCHOOL฀COMPLETED฀AND฀GENDER�฀����
����฀��	฀

9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS 9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS
$ISTRESS฀LEVEL -ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS -ALES &EMALES 0ERSONS
,OW฀DISTRESS ���� ���� ���� ���� ����฀
 ����
-ODERATE ���� ���� ���� ����฀
 ����฀
 ����
(IGH�VERY฀HIGH ��� ���� ���� ����฀
 ����฀
 ����
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀����
����฀.ATIONAL฀(EALTH฀3URVEY฀�CUSTOMISED฀TABLE	
.OTES�฀
฀ESTIMATE฀HAS฀A฀HIGH฀RELATIVE฀STANDARD฀ERROR฀AND฀SHOULD฀BE฀USED฀WITH฀CAUTION�
$ATA฀WERE฀NOT฀AVAILABLE฀WITH฀WHICH฀TO฀REPORT฀RESULTS฀FOR฀THOSE฀WHO฀LEFT฀AT฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀BELOW�
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%ACH฀YEAR฀THE฀,3!9฀SURVEY฀INCLUDES฀
A฀SET฀OF฀QUESTIONS฀ABOUT฀HOW฀HAPPY฀
RESPONDENTS฀FEEL฀WITH฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀฀
OF฀THEIR฀LIFE฀�WITH฀FOUR฀RESPONSE฀
CATEGORIES฀RANGING฀FROM฀³VERY฀HAPPY ฀́฀
TO฀³VERY฀UNHAPPY´	�฀2ESULTS฀FOR฀THE฀฀
����฀COHORT฀TO฀THE฀����฀SURVEY฀ARE฀
PRESENTED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀

4ABLE฀��฀
3ATISFACTION฀WITH฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀LIFE�฀BY฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀����฀��	

-AIN฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀����
&ULL
TIME฀

STUDY
&ULL
TIME฀

WORK
!PP�

4RAINEE
&ULLY฀

ENGAGED
0ART
TIME฀

STUDY
0ART
TIME฀

WORK 5NEMPLOYED .),&
.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED !LL

4HE฀WORK฀YOU฀DO�฀AT฀STUDY�฀AT฀HOME฀OR฀IN฀A฀JOB
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � � � � �� �� �� �
6ERY฀UNHAPPY 
 � 
 
 
 � � � � �
4HE฀MONEY฀YOU฀GET฀EACH฀WEEK
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� � �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
6ERY฀HAPPY � � � � � � �� � � �
9OUR฀STANDARD฀OF฀LIVING
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � � � � � � � �
6ERY฀HAPPY 
 
 � 
 � 
 � � � 

9OUR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � � � �� �� �� �� �
6ERY฀HAPPY 
 � 
 
 
 � 
 � � 

9OUR฀INDEPENDENCE฀¯฀BEING฀ABLE฀TO฀DO฀WHAT฀YOU฀WANT
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � � � � � � � �
6ERY฀HAPPY 
 
 
 
 � 
 � � 
 

9OUR฀SOCIAL฀LIFE
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � � � � � � � �
6ERY฀HAPPY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9OUR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � � � 
 � � � �
6ERY฀HAPPY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 � 
 


3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9฀
#OLUMN฀TOTALS฀FOR฀EACH฀ITEM฀MAY฀NOT฀SUM฀TO฀���฀DUE฀TO฀ROUNDING�

4EENAGERS฀฀
AND฀THEIR฀
QUALITY฀OF฀LIFE
3ATISFACTION฀WITH฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀
LIFE฀IS฀LINKED฀TO฀THE฀STUDY฀AND฀WORK฀
SITUATIONS฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE�฀AT฀AGE฀���฀
THOSE฀WHO฀ARE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀WORK฀
OR฀STUDY฀ARE฀HAPPIER

/THER฀DOMAINS฀OF฀WELLBEING�฀ASIDE฀฀
FROM฀HEALTH�฀ALSO฀WARRANT฀ATTENTION฀
WHEN฀TAKING฀A฀MORE฀HOLISTIC฀฀
APPROACH฀TO฀THE฀QUESTION฀OF฀HOW฀฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀FARING�฀3UBJECTIVE฀
WELLBEING฀CAN฀ENCOMPASS฀FEELINGS฀฀
OF฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀A฀RANGE฀OF฀฀
DIFFERENT฀ASPECTS฀OF฀LIFE�฀3OME฀NATIONAL฀
DATA฀ON฀WHICH฀TO฀BASE฀AN฀INVESTIGATION฀
OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLES ฀́PERCEPTIONS฀OF฀
THEIR฀LIFE฀CAN฀BE฀DRAWN฀FROM฀,3!9�฀



��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����

&EMALES฀WHO฀ARE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀
IN฀STUDY฀OR฀WORK฀PERCEIVE฀THEIR฀CAREER฀
PROSPECTS฀AS฀MORE฀LIMITED฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀MALES฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀SITUATION

$IFFERENCES฀IN฀RESPONSE฀PATTERNS฀
CONCERNING฀HOW฀HAPPY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
WERE�฀DEPENDING฀ON฀WHETHER฀OR฀NOT฀
THEY฀WERE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
OR฀WORK�฀WERE฀GENERALLY฀CONSISTENT฀FOR฀
MALES฀AND฀FEMALES�฀4HIS฀CAN฀BE฀SEEN฀
FROM฀4ABLE฀���฀"OTH฀MALES฀AND฀FEMALES฀
WHO฀WERE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀
WORK฀WERE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀SAY฀THEY฀
WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀
WHOLE�฀AND฀WITH฀PARTICULAR฀ASPECTS฀
OF฀LIFE฀°฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀THEIR฀SOCIAL฀LIFE�฀
THEIR฀INDEPENDENCE�฀AND฀THE฀WORK฀OR฀
STUDY฀THEY฀DID�฀(OWEVER�฀WHEN฀ASKED฀
ABOUT฀THEIR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�฀FEMALES฀
WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀WERE฀LESS฀
OPTIMISTIC฀THAN฀MALES฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀
SITUATION฀°฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀SAYING฀THEY฀
WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THESE฀PROSPECTS฀
WAS฀LOWER฀AMONG฀FEMALES฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀
THAN฀AMONG฀MALES฀���฀PER฀CENT	�฀

,EVELS฀OF฀HAPPINESS฀VARY฀ACCORDING฀฀
TO฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀WITH฀APPRENTICES฀
AMONG฀THOSE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀REPORT฀
BEING฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀WORK฀฀
AND฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS

!฀GLOBAL฀JUDGEMENT฀ABOUT฀HOW฀HAPPY฀
THEY฀WERE฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀OVERALL฀WAS฀
CLEARLY฀INFLUENCED฀BY฀PARTICULAR฀ASPECTS฀
OF฀IT�฀7HEN฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WERE฀ASKED฀TO฀
SAY฀HOW฀HAPPY฀THEY฀WERE฀WITH฀SEPARATE฀
ASPECTS฀OF฀THEIR฀LIFE�฀PERCEPTIONS฀ABOUT฀
THE฀WORK฀THEY฀DID฀�WHETHER฀STUDYING�฀
AT฀HOME�฀OR฀IN฀A฀JOB	฀VARIED฀ACCORDING฀
TO฀THEIR฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀
NOTICEABLY฀HIGHER฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀
APPRENTICES฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀INDICATED฀THAT฀
THEY฀WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀WORK�฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀OTHERS฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀JOBS฀
���฀PER฀CENT	�฀AND฀PART
TIME฀WORKERS฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT	�

.OT฀UNEXPECTEDLY�฀THE฀TEN฀PERCENTAGE฀
POINT฀GAP฀BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀MAIN฀GROUPS฀
OF฀RESPONDENTS฀WAS฀EVEN฀LARGER฀FOR฀
THE฀ITEM฀THAT฀ASKED฀HOW฀HAPPY฀THEY฀
WERE฀WITH฀THEIR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�฀��฀
PER฀CENT฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀WERE฀
FULLY฀ENGAGED฀WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀
THAT฀ASPECT฀OF฀THEIR฀LIFE�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED�฀
/F฀THIS฀LATTER฀GROUP�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀WERE฀
UNHAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS฀
AND฀THIS฀PERCENTAGE฀THAT฀WAS฀UNHAPPY฀
VARIED฀IN฀A฀PREDICTABLE฀PATTERN�฀RANGING฀
FROM฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀
STUDY�฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀
WERE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀"Y฀CONTRAST�฀AMONG฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀WERE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED�฀
APPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀WERE฀MUCH฀
MORE฀INCLINED฀TO฀BE฀POSITIVE฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀
FUTURE฀CAREER฀°฀��฀PER฀CENT฀SAID฀THEY฀
WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀ABOUT฀IT�฀AS฀AGAINST฀฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀OTHERS฀WHO฀WERE฀FULL
TIME฀
WORKERS฀BUT฀NOT฀IN฀ANY฀TRAINING�

0ARTICIPANTS฀WERE฀APPROXIMATELY฀
��฀YEARS฀OLD฀AT฀THAT฀TIME�฀AND฀THEIR฀
RESPONSES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀DISAGGREGATED฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀MAIN฀WORK฀OR฀STUDY฀
ACTIVITY฀IN฀WHICH฀THEY฀WERE฀ENGAGED฀IN฀
THAT฀YEAR�฀&OR฀PURPOSES฀OF฀COMPARISON�฀
THESE฀SEVEN฀ACTIVITIES฀HAVE฀ALSO฀BEEN฀
GROUPED฀INTO฀TWO฀BROAD฀CATEGORIES฀°฀
EITHER฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀�THOSE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀INCLUDING฀
APPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES	�฀OR฀NOT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED฀�THOSE฀WHO฀WERE฀IN฀PART

TIME฀STUDY฀OR฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀ONLY�฀
UNEMPLOYED�฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE	�

&OCUSING฀FIRST฀ON฀A฀SINGLE฀SUMMARY฀
MEASURE฀OF฀WELLBEING�฀4ABLE฀��฀REVEALS฀
THAT฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀WERE฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED฀EXPRESSED฀GREATER฀SATISFACTION฀
WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀INDICATED฀THAT฀
THEY฀WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀AS฀
A฀WHOLE�฀WHEREAS฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀
WHO฀WERE฀NEITHER฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀
NOR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀GAVE฀THAT฀RESPONSE�฀
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4ABLE฀��฀
3ATISFACTION฀WITH฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀LIFE�฀BY฀GENDER฀AND฀ENGAGEMENT฀IN฀EDUCATION฀
OR฀WORK�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀����฀��	

-ALES &EMALES

&ULLY฀ENGAGED฀
.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED &ULLY฀ENGAGED฀

.OT฀FULLY฀
ENGAGED

4HE฀WORK฀YOU฀DO�฀AT฀STUDY�฀AT฀HOME฀OR฀IN฀A฀JOB
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � �� � ��
6ERY฀UNHAPPY 
 � 
 �
4HE฀MONEY฀YOU฀GET฀EACH฀WEEK
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY �� �� �� ��
6ERY฀UNHAPPY � � � �
9OUR฀STANDARD฀OF฀LIVING
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � �
6ERY฀UNHAPPY 
 � 
 

9OUR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � �� � ��
6ERY฀UNHAPPY � � 
 

9OUR฀INDEPENDENCE฀¯฀BEING฀ABLE฀TO฀DO฀WHAT฀YOU฀WANT
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � �
6ERY฀UNHAPPY 
 � 
 

9OUR฀SOCIAL฀LIFE
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � �
6ERY฀UNHAPPY 
 
 
 

9OUR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � �
6ERY฀UNHAPPY 
 � 
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#OLUMN฀TOTALS฀FOR฀EACH฀ITEM฀MAY฀NOT฀SUM฀TO฀���฀DUE฀TO฀ROUNDING�
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4ABLE฀��฀
3ATISFACTION฀WITH฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�฀BY฀GENDER฀AND฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀
IN฀����฀��	฀

-ALES &EMALES

9OUR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS
#OMPLETED฀

9EAR฀��฀ .ON
COMPLETER฀
#OMPLETED฀

9EAR฀��฀ .ON
COMPLETER
6ERY฀HAPPY �� �� �� ��
(APPY �� �� �� ��
3UB
TOTAL �� �� �� ��
5NHAPPY � � � ��
6ERY฀UNHAPPY � � 
 �
4OTAL ��� ��� ��� ���

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9฀
#OLUMN฀TOTALS฀MAY฀NOT฀SUM฀TO฀���฀DUE฀TO฀ROUNDING�

3CHOOL฀COMPLETION฀HAS฀A฀POSITIVE฀EFFECT฀
ON฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS

%CONOMIC฀ANALYSES฀HAVE฀DEMONSTRATED฀
THE฀BENEFITS฀THAT฀FLOW฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETION�฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀IN฀THE฀FORM฀฀
OF฀HIGHER฀EARNINGS฀�SEE฀FOR฀EXAMPLE฀฀
!"3�฀����B	�฀!฀MORE฀SUBJECTIVE฀INDICATOR฀
OF฀THE฀VALUE฀OF฀COMPLETING฀SCHOOL฀IS฀
RECORDED฀IN฀4ABLE฀���฀9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀
WERE฀ASKED฀TO฀CONSIDER฀THEIR฀CAREER฀
PROSPECTS฀AND฀SAY฀HOW฀HAPPY฀THEY฀FELT฀
ABOUT฀THEM�฀!฀MUCH฀HIGHER฀PERCENTAGE฀
OF฀FEMALES฀WHO฀FINISHED฀9EAR฀��฀WERE฀
HAPPY฀OR฀VERY฀HAPPY฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀
CAREER฀PROSPECTS฀�IN฀TOTAL�฀��฀PER฀CENT	฀
COMPARED฀WITH฀EARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT	�฀4HIS฀NINE฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀
GAP฀BETWEEN฀FEMALE฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀
AND฀NON
COMPLETERS฀WAS฀NOT฀FOUND฀
AMONG฀MALES�฀&OR฀FEMALES�฀SCHOOL฀
COMPLETION฀CONTRIBUTES฀TO฀GREATER฀
OPTIMISM฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀FUTURE฀CAREERS�
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$IMENSIONS฀OF฀LIFE฀MOST฀CLOSELY฀LINKED฀
TO฀WORK�฀INCOME฀AND฀CAREERS฀ELICIT฀
VERY฀DIFFERENT฀RESPONSES฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀
ENGAGEMENT฀OF฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀IN฀WORK฀
AND฀STUDY�฀4HOSE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀
ARE฀MUCH฀HAPPIER฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀CAREER฀
PROSPECTS�฀THE฀WORK฀THEY฀DO�฀THEIR฀FUTURE฀
AND฀THEIR฀STANDARD฀OF฀LIVING฀THAN฀THOSE฀
WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀OR฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀&OR฀
INSTANCE�฀NOTICEABLY฀HIGHER฀PERCENTAGE฀
OF฀APPRENTICES฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀AND฀THOSE฀
IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀INDICATED฀
THAT฀THEY฀WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀
FUTURE�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀THOSE฀IN฀PART

TIME฀WORK฀���฀PER฀CENT	�฀UNEMPLOYED฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT	฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀
���฀PER฀CENT	�

9OUNG฀ADULTS฀
AND฀THEIR฀
QUALITY฀OF฀LIFE
3ENSE฀OF฀WELLBEING�฀BOTH฀SOCIAL฀AND฀
ECONOMIC�฀IS฀LINKED฀TO฀SUCCESS฀IN฀WORK฀
AND฀STUDY฀

!฀KEY฀SET฀OF฀ISSUES฀SURROUNDING฀THE฀
TRANSITION฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀TO฀WORK฀IS฀
CONCERNED฀WITH฀HOW฀WELL฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
ADAPT฀TO฀THEIR฀CHANGING฀CIRCUMSTANCES฀
AND฀HOW฀THEY฀FEEL฀ABOUT฀THOSE฀
CIRCUMSTANCES�฀7HAT฀IS฀THEIR฀SENSE฀฀
OF฀WELLBEING�฀(OW฀DO฀THEY฀VIEW฀฀
THEIR฀QUALITY฀OF฀LIFE�

4HE฀OPINIONS฀OF฀THE฀����฀,3!9฀COHORT฀
IN฀THE฀����฀SURVEY�฀WHEN฀MOST฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀WERE฀APPROXIMATELY฀��฀YEARS฀OF฀
AGE฀AND฀HAD฀BEEN฀OUT฀OF฀SCHOOL฀FOR฀AT฀
LEAST฀SIX฀YEARS�฀ARE฀CONTAINED฀IN฀4ABLE฀
���฀4HE฀ITEMS฀RELATE฀TO฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀
OF฀THEIR฀LIVES฀AND฀THE฀FIGURES฀PRESENTED฀
ARE฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀WHO฀REPORTED฀BEING฀
³VERY฀HAPPY �́฀2ESULTS฀ARE฀DISAGGREGATED฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀THE฀MAIN฀WORK฀OR฀STUDY฀
ACTIVITY฀IN฀�����฀FOR฀ALL฀PERSONS฀AS฀WELL฀
AS฀BY฀GENDER�

&OR฀THESE฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀THEIR฀SENSE฀OF฀
SATISFACTION฀WITH฀LIFE฀AND฀WELLBEING฀
MORE฀GENERALLY฀IS฀RELATED฀TO฀THEIR฀
EDUCATION฀AND฀WORK฀STATUS�฀4HOSE฀
WHO฀WERE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀EXPRESSED฀
GREATER฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE�฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀INDICATED฀THAT฀THEY฀WERE฀
VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE�฀
WHEREAS฀ONLY฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀
WERE฀UNEMPLOYED฀FELT฀THE฀SAME฀WAY฀
AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀
LABOUR฀FORCE฀GAVE฀THAT฀RESPONSE�฀
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4ABLE฀��฀
3ATISFACTION฀WITH฀VARIOUS฀ASPECTS฀OF฀LIFE�฀BY฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀����฀�PERCENTAGES฀VERY฀HAPPY	฀��	

-AIN฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀����

0ER฀CENT฀³6ERY฀HAPPY ฀́WITH¨ &ULL
TIME฀STUDY &ULL
TIME฀WORK
!PPR�

4RAINEE 0ART
TIME฀WORK 5NEMP
LOYED .),&
!LL฀PERSONS
7ORK฀YOU฀DO �� �� �� �� �� ��
3PARE฀TIME �� �� �� �� �� ��
'ETTING฀ON฀WITH฀OTHERS �� �� �� �� �� ��
-ONEY฀YOU฀GET฀EACH฀WEEK �� �� �� �� � ��
3OCIAL฀LIFE �� �� �� �� �� ��
)NDEPENDENCE �� �� �� �� �� ��
#AREER฀PROSPECTS �� �� �� �� �� ��
&UTURE �� �� �� �� �� ��
,IFE฀AT฀HOME �� �� �� �� �� ��
3TANDARD฀OF฀LIVING �� �� �� �� �� ��
9OUR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE �� �� �� �� �� ��
-ALES
7ORK฀YOU฀DO �� �� �� �� �� ��
3PARE฀TIME �� �� �� �� �� ��
'ETTING฀ON฀WITH฀OTHERS �� �� �� �� �� ��
-ONEY฀YOU฀GET฀EACH฀WEEK �� �� �� �� � ��
3OCIAL฀LIFE �� �� �� �� �� ��
)NDEPENDENCE �� �� �� �� �� ��
#AREER฀PROSPECTS �� �� �� �� �� ��
&UTURE �� �� �� �� �� ��
,IFE฀AT฀HOME �� �� �� �� �� ��
3TANDARD฀OF฀LIVING �� �� �� �� �� ��
9OUR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE �� �� �� �� �� ��
&EMALES
7ORK฀YOU฀DO �� �� �� �� � ��
3PARE฀TIME �� �� �� �� �� ��
'ETTING฀ON฀WITH฀OTHERS �� �� �� �� �� ��
-ONEY฀YOU฀GET฀EACH฀WEEK �� �� �� �� � ��
3OCIAL฀LIFE �� �� �� �� �� ��
)NDEPENDENCE �� �� �� �� �� ��
#AREER฀PROSPECTS �� �� �� �� �� ��
&UTURE �� �� �� �� �� ��
,IFE฀AT฀HOME �� �� �� �� �� ��
3TANDARD฀OF฀LIVING �� �� �� �� �� ��
9OUR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE �� �� �� �� �� ��
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-UCH฀OF฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀IN฀SENSE฀OF฀
WELLBEING฀IS฀RELATED฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�฀
CAREERS฀AND฀MONEY�฀4HIS฀IS฀EVIDENT฀FROM฀
THE฀DATA฀CONTAINED฀IN฀4ABLE฀��฀WHICH฀
SHOW฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
WHO฀REPORTED฀EXPERIENCING�฀DURING฀THE฀
YEAR�฀STRESSFUL฀EVENTS฀LINKED฀TO฀THEIR฀
FINANCIAL฀SITUATION�฀4HE฀RESULTS฀ARE฀
BROKEN฀DOWN฀BY฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀�����

4HOSE฀WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀
IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀FAR฀MORE฀FREQUENTLY฀
REPORTED฀HAVING฀TO฀SELL฀SOMETHING฀TO฀GET฀
BY�฀OR฀GO฀WITHOUT฀MEALS�฀BORROW฀MONEY฀
TO฀LIVE฀ON�฀OR฀NOT฀PAY฀BILLS฀DUE฀TO฀A฀LACK฀
OF฀MONEY�฀9OUNG฀ADULTS฀WHO฀WERE฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀STUDY฀ALSO฀EXPERIENCED฀SUCH฀
DIFFICULTIES฀MORE฀OFTEN฀THAN฀THOSE฀IN฀
FULL
TIME฀WORK�

4ABLE฀��฀
)NCIDENCE฀OF฀FINANCIAL฀STRESS฀IN฀�����฀BY฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀��	

-AIN฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀����

)N฀����
&ULL
TIME฀

STUDY &ULL
TIME฀WORK
!PPR�

4RAINEE
0ART
TIME฀

WORK 5NEMP
LOYED .),&
3OLD฀SOMETHING฀TO฀GET฀BY � � � � �� ��
7ENT฀WITHOUT฀MEALS � � � � �� �
(AD฀TO฀ASK฀FAMILY฀FOR฀HELP �� �� �� �� �� ��
(AD฀TO฀BORROW฀MONEY฀TO฀LIVE฀ON �� � � �� �� ��
$IDN´T฀GET฀MEDICINES฀OR฀GO฀TO฀DOCTOR � � � � �� ��
#OULDN´T฀BUY฀STUDY฀BOOKS �� � � � � �
#OULDN´T฀BUY฀OTHER฀THINGS฀)฀NEEDED �� � � �� �� ��
#OULDN´T฀PAY฀SERVICE฀BILLS �� � �� �� �� ��
#OULDN´T฀PAY฀RENT฀OR฀MORTGAGE � � � � �� �
#OULDN´T฀AFFORD฀TO฀PAY฀FOR฀HEATING � � � � �� �

3OURCE�฀$ERIVED฀FROM฀THE฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9฀

'ENDER฀DIFFERENCES฀IN฀THE฀PROPORTIONS฀
WHICH฀WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀ARE฀GENERALLY฀
NOT฀MARKED�฀APART฀FROM฀RESPONSES฀OF฀
YOUNG฀ADULTS฀WHO฀HAD฀WITHDRAWN฀
FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀&EMALES฀NOT฀
IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀ARE฀MUCH฀HAPPIER฀
THAN฀MALES฀IN฀THAT฀SITUATION�฀��฀PER฀
CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀FEMALES฀REPORTED฀BEING฀
VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE฀
COMPARED฀TO฀ONLY฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THEIR฀
MALE฀PEERS�฀$IFFERENCES฀IN฀THE฀REASONS฀
WHY฀MALES฀AND฀FEMALES฀ARE฀OUTSIDE฀OF฀
THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀AT฀THIS฀STAGE฀OF฀THEIR฀
LIVES฀ARE฀LIKELY฀TO฀ACCOUNT฀FOR฀THEIR฀
CONTRASTING฀RESPONSES�
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