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!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES�฀UNLESS฀
SEPARATELY฀IDENTIFIED�฀APPRENTICES฀
AND฀TRAINEES฀MAY฀BE฀IN฀ONE฀OF฀SEVERAL฀
CATEGORIES฀DEPENDING฀ON฀HOW฀THEY฀HAVE฀
REPORTED฀THEIR฀ACTIVITY฀AT฀THE฀TIME฀OF฀THE฀
!"3฀SURVEY�

&ULL
TIME฀WORK�฀WORK฀INVOLVING฀��฀
HOURS฀OR฀MORE฀PER฀WEEK�

0ART
TIME฀WORK�฀WORK฀INVOLVING฀LESS฀
THAN฀��฀HOURS฀PER฀WEEK�

.OT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀REFERS฀TO฀THOSE฀
NOT฀IN฀WORK฀AND฀NOT฀SEEKING฀WORK�

5NEMPLOYED�฀REFERS฀TO฀THOSE฀NOT฀
EMPLOYED฀IN฀THE฀WEEK฀OF฀THE฀SURVEY�฀AND฀
WHO฀HAD฀ACTIVELY฀LOOKED฀FOR฀AND฀WERE฀
AVAILABLE฀FOR฀WORK฀IN฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀FOUR฀
WEEKS�

3CHOOL฀COMPLETERS�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀
HAVE฀ATTENDED฀SCHOOL฀AND฀COMPLETED฀
9EAR฀���฀

%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WHO฀
HAVE฀LEFT฀SCHOOL฀WITHOUT฀COMPLETING฀
9EAR฀���฀

9EAR฀��฀OR฀EQUIVALENT�฀COMPLETION฀OF฀
A฀SCHOOL฀CERTIFICATE฀�SUCH฀AS฀THE฀3OUTH฀
!USTRALIAN฀#ERTIFICATE฀OF฀%DUCATION฀OR฀
THE฀4ASMANIAN฀#ERTIFICATE฀OF฀%DUCATION	฀
OR฀AN฀EQUIVALENT฀QUALIFICATION฀DEFINED฀AS฀
6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀)))฀OR฀HIGHER�฀

2OUNDING�฀ROWS�COLUMNS฀IN฀TABLES฀฀
AND฀FIGURES฀MAY฀NOT฀SUM฀TO฀�����฀DUE฀฀
TO฀ROUNDING�

%XPLANATORY฀NOTES
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4EENAGERS�฀
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS

%ARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀TEENAGERS�฀-AY฀����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	
.OTE�฀!LL฀STUDENTS฀ENROLLED฀AT฀SCHOOL฀ARE฀TREATED฀AS฀FULL
TIME�

��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀฀
AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀ARE฀WORKING฀FULL
TIME�
-ORE฀FEMALES฀THAN฀MALES฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀STUDY�฀�
-ALES฀ARE฀MORE฀OFTEN฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀฀�

��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀ARE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀WORK฀OR฀STUDY�
3UCH฀MARGINALISATION฀IS฀SLIGHTLY฀GREATER฀AMONG฀FEMALES�฀MORE฀FEMALES฀THAN฀฀�
MALES฀ARE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�฀ALTHOUGH฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀
IS฀HIGHER฀AMONG฀MALES�
!MONG฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAVE฀LEFT฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀WITHDRAWAL฀FROM฀THE฀LABOUR฀฀�
FORCE฀�AND฀POSSIBLY฀HIDDEN฀UNEMPLOYMENT	฀IS฀TWICE฀AS฀HIGH฀FOR฀FEMALES฀AS฀฀
FOR฀MALES�

7HAT฀ARE฀THE฀LEVELS฀
OF฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀
AND฀WORK฀OF฀YOUNG฀
!USTRALIANS�฀4HIS฀SECTION฀
PROVIDES฀AN฀OVERVIEW�฀
BASED฀ON฀THE฀MOST฀
CURRENT฀DATA�฀OF฀THE฀
LEARNING฀AND฀EARNING฀
ACTIVITIES฀OF฀TEENAGERS�฀
SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀AND฀฀
YOUNG฀ADULTS�

��
%NGAGING฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
TRAINING฀AND฀WORK

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

0ART
TIME฀WORK
3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

0ART
TIME฀WORK
3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
&ULL
TIME฀EDUCATION

0ART
TIME฀WORK
3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE

$IPLOMA฀AND฀ABOVE
$EGREE฀AND฀ABOVE

#ERTIFICATE
.O฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS

&ULL
TIME฀WORK
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4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀HAS฀RISEN฀SHARPLY฀SINCE฀�����฀
REVERSING฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀DOWNWARD฀TREND�

.OT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀
PERSONS฀AND฀BY฀GENDER�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	฀
.OTE�฀!LL฀STUDENTS฀ENROLLED฀AT฀SCHOOL฀ARE฀TREATED฀AS฀FULL
TIME�

4HE฀RISE฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀��฀MONTHS฀IN฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀
IN฀LEARNING฀OR฀EARNING฀HAS฀OCCURRED฀BECAUSE฀OF฀THE฀DOWNTURN฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀
MARKET�฀WITH฀NO฀OFFSETTING฀INCREASE฀IN฀EDUCATIONAL฀PARTICIPATION�
4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀DECLINED฀SUBSTANTIALLY�฀�
5NEMPLOYMENT฀JUMPED฀�FROM฀����฀PER฀CENT฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT	�฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀LARGEST฀฀�
ANNUAL฀INCREASES฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀OVER฀THE฀PAST฀TWO฀DECADES�฀
4HIS฀INCREASE฀IN฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀WAS฀GREATER฀FOR฀MALES�฀CLIMBING฀BY฀฀฀�
���฀PERCENTAGE฀POINTS฀COMPARED฀TO฀���฀POINTS฀FOR฀FEMALES�฀
4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀IN฀NON
SCHOOL฀EDUCATION฀HAS฀FLATTENED฀SINCE฀�����฀฀�
AND฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀IN฀SCHOOL฀HAS฀FALLEN฀SLIGHTLY�฀

(IGHER
LEVEL฀6%4฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀INCLUDING฀APPRENTICESHIPS�฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀
TRAINING฀PATHWAYS฀FOR฀TEENAGERS�
!FTER฀A฀DECADE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀UNDERTAKING฀฀�
APPRENTICESHIPS฀AND฀TRAINEESHIPS฀INCREASED฀EACH฀YEAR�฀ESTIMATES฀฀
FOR฀����฀SUGGEST฀THERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀HALT฀TO฀THIS฀TREND�฀
.ATIONALLY�฀IN฀����฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀TEENAGE฀MALES฀DOING฀AN฀APPRENTICESHIP฀฀฀�
OR฀TRAINEESHIP฀WAS฀DOUBLE฀THAT฀OF฀FEMALES�

!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀IN฀����฀AS฀PERCENTAGE฀฀
OF฀POPULATION฀AGED฀��
��฀��	
฀ .37 6)# 1,$ 3! 7! 4!3 .4 !#4 !53
-ALES ���� ���� �� ���� ���� ���� ��� ��� ����
&EMALES ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
0ERSONS ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���� ��� ��� ���

3OURCE�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	

4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀SHIFT฀TOWARDS฀PART
TIME฀ARRANGEMENTS�฀BETWEEN฀����฀AND฀฀�
�����฀WHILE฀NUMBERS฀OF฀TEENAGERS฀COMMENCING฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀GREW�฀FULL
TIME฀
TRAINING฀DECLINED฀AS฀A฀PROPORTION฀OF฀TOTAL฀COMMENCEMENTS�฀
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3CHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀IN฀THEIR฀FIRST฀YEAR฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL฀

%ARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀-AY฀����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

4RANSITION฀TO฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀IS฀BECOMING฀MORE฀DIFFICULT฀FOR฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�
-ORE฀THAN฀ONE฀THIRD฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WERE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀ONLY�฀฀�
UNEMPLOYED�฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀IN฀�����฀
4HE฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀LEARNING฀OR฀EARNING฀฀฀�
HAD฀BEEN฀DECLINING฀OVER฀RECENT฀YEARS�฀BUT฀THIS฀FIGURE฀JUMPED฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀฀
FROM฀�����฀

3CHOOL฀LEAVERS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀��฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀฀
EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀-AY฀OF฀YEAR฀AFTER฀฀
LEAVING฀SCHOOL�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

#OMPLETION฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀CONTINUES฀TO฀CONFER฀BENEFITS�฀
3CHOOL฀COMPLETION฀INCREASES฀THE฀LIKELIHOOD฀OF฀UNDERTAKING฀FURTHER฀STUDY฀฀฀�
�AFTER฀LEAVING฀SCHOOL฀IN฀�����฀TWO฀THIRDS฀OF฀9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS฀CONTINUED฀฀
ON฀TO฀SOME฀KIND฀OF฀FULL
TIME฀OR฀PART
TIME฀EDUCATION฀IN฀����	�
%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀WHO฀DO฀NOT฀CONTINUE฀IN฀EDUCATION฀ARE฀ALSO฀DISADVANTAGED฀฀฀�
IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀°฀THEY฀ARE฀LESS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀AND฀MORE฀
LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀MARKET�
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,ABOUR฀MARKET฀DESTINATIONS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀�PERSONS฀AGED฀��฀TO฀
��฀AT฀SCHOOL฀IN฀����฀BUT฀NOT฀IN฀����	฀WHO฀ARE฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀฀
BY฀HIGHEST฀YEAR฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETED�฀!USTRALIA�฀-AY฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀%DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK�฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�CUSTOMISED฀AND฀PUBLISHED฀TABLES	
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9OUNG฀ADULTS�
��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS

%ARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀-AY฀����

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

��฀PER฀CENT฀ARE฀WORKING฀FULL
TIME฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�
-ORE฀FEMALES฀�ALMOST฀ONE฀THIRD	฀THAN฀MALES฀�JUST฀OVER฀ONE฀QUARTER	฀ARE฀฀฀�
STUDYING฀FULL
TIME�
&IVE฀IN฀TEN฀MALES฀ARE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀JOBS�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀FOUR฀IN฀TEN฀FEMALES�฀�

!PPRENTICESHIPS฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀TEENAGERS�
-ORE฀THAN฀�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀���฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀MALES�฀AND฀ALMOST฀฀฀�
�฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALES	฀WERE฀DOING฀APPRENTICESHIPS฀OR฀TRAINEESHIPS฀IN฀�����

!PPRENTICES฀AND฀TRAINEES฀IN฀����฀AS฀PERCENTAGE฀฀
OF฀POPULATION฀AGED฀��
��฀��	
฀ .37 6)# 1,$ 3! 7! 4!3 .4 !#4 !53
-ALES ���� ���� ���� ���� �� ���� ��� ��� ����
&EMALES ��� � ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
0ERSONS ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

3OURCE�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	

/NE฀QUARTER฀OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀ARE฀NOT฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀
EDUCATION฀IN฀�����
4HIS฀WAS฀A฀SHARP฀INCREASE฀FROM฀�����฀AND฀FOLLOWS฀A฀DECADE฀IN฀WHICH฀THE฀฀�
PROPORTION฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀HAD฀BEEN฀FALLING�
)N฀�����฀YOUNG฀MEN฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀WHILE฀YOUNG฀WOMEN฀฀฀�
ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE�
)N฀THE฀PAST�฀YOUNG฀WOMEN฀HAVE฀BEEN฀MORE฀AT฀RISK฀OF฀MARGINALISATION฀THAN฀฀฀�
YOUNG฀MEN�฀4HIS฀GENDER฀GAP฀HAS฀NARROWED฀TO฀THE฀SMALLEST฀MARGIN฀THAT฀IT฀฀
HAS฀BEEN฀FOR฀TWENTY฀YEARS�฀DUE฀TO฀SHARPER฀RISES฀FOR฀MALES฀THAN฀FEMALES฀IN฀฀
THE฀PERCENTAGES฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀UNEMPLOYED�฀
&EMALES฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀THAN฀MALES฀TO฀BE฀NOT฀STUDYING฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀฀�
FORCE�฀THIS฀IS฀LARGELY฀DUE฀TO฀FAMILY฀FORMATION฀AND฀CHILD฀CARE฀RESPONSIBILITIES�
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��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����฀¯฀!T฀A฀'LANCE

.OT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀�NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀OR฀FULL
TIME฀
WORK	�฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀AND฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀��฀TO฀��฀
YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

4HE฀TWO฀LONG
TERM฀TRENDS฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀HAVE฀BEEN฀DECLINING฀FULL
TIME฀
EMPLOYMENT฀AND฀RISING฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�
4HERE฀HAS฀BEEN฀A฀TWENTY฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀DROP฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀฀฀�
FROM฀��฀PER฀CENT฀TWENTY฀YEARS฀AGO�
7HILE฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀HAS฀BEEN฀AROUND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀MUCH฀OF฀THE฀PAST฀฀�
DECADE�฀THE฀LATEST฀ANNUAL฀FIGURE฀SHOWS฀IT฀HAS฀SHRUNK฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀�����
$URING฀THE฀SAME฀PERIOD฀THE฀PROPORTION฀OF฀THIS฀AGE฀GROUP฀ENGAGED฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀฀�
EDUCATION฀HAS฀MAINTAINED฀A฀CONSISTENT฀UPWARD฀TREND�
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)NITIAL฀QUALI½CATIONS
3AMPLE฀SURVEYS฀INDICATE฀THAT฀MORE฀THAN฀FOUR฀IN฀FIVE฀฀
YOUNG฀ADULTS฀ATTAIN฀AN฀INITIAL฀QUALIFICATION�
!CCORDING฀TO฀!"3฀฀� %DUCATION฀AND฀7ORK฀SURVEY฀DATA฀FOR฀�����฀��฀PER฀CENT฀฀
OF฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀HAD฀ATTAINED฀9EAR฀��฀OR฀ITS฀EQUIVALENT�

3CHOOL฀ENGAGEMENT฀IS฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀PREDICTOR฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�
3CHOOL฀COMPLETION฀IS฀LINKED฀NOT฀ONLY฀TO฀FACTORS฀SUCH฀AS฀SOCIAL฀BACKGROUND฀AND฀฀�
ACHIEVEMENT�฀BUT฀ALSO฀TO฀STUDENTS ฀́SUBJECTIVE฀FEELINGS฀ABOUT฀SCHOOL�฀#OMPARED฀
WITH฀EARLY฀LEAVERS�฀MORE฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀COMPLETE฀9EAR฀��฀ARE฀HAPPY฀AT฀SCHOOL�฀
ENJOY฀BEING฀THERE฀AND฀FEEL฀THEY฀BELONG�฀AND฀HAVE฀POSITIVE฀RELATIONSHIPS฀WITH฀
THEIR฀TEACHERS�฀

0ERCEPTIONS฀OF฀SCHOOL฀LIFE�฀BY฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	฀

0ERCENT฀AGREE฀WITH฀³3CHOOL฀IS฀A฀PLACE฀WHERE¨´
3CHOOL฀

COMPLETERS
%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀

LEAVERS
9OU฀FEEL฀HAPPY �� ��
9OU฀GET฀ENJOYMENT฀FROM฀BEING฀THERE �� ��
-OST฀OF฀YOUR฀TEACHERS฀REALLY฀LISTEN฀TO฀WHAT฀YOU฀HAVE฀TO฀SAY฀ �� ��
9OU฀REALLY฀LIKE฀TO฀GO฀EACH฀DAY �� ��
9OU฀FEEL฀LIKE฀YOU฀BELONG �� ��

3OURCE�฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9�฀!TTITUDES฀TO฀SCHOOL฀WERE฀ASKED฀IN฀�����฀WHEN฀STUDENTS฀WERE฀AGED฀���

0OST
COMPULSORY฀EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀HAS฀BEEN฀RISING�฀
)N฀����฀UPPER฀SECONDARY฀ATTAINMENT฀IN฀!USTRALIA฀REACHED฀��฀PER฀CENT฀฀฀�
AMONG฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀JUST฀ABOVE฀THE฀/%#$฀AVERAGE฀OF฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀฀
"UT฀SUCH฀INTERNATIONAL฀COMPARISONS฀SHOW฀THAT฀THERE฀IS฀SCOPE฀TO฀BOOST฀฀
THIS฀RATE�฀WITH฀SEVERAL฀COUNTRIES฀HAVING฀RATES฀ABOVE฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀

4WO฀ASPECTS฀OF฀
EDUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT฀
ARE฀EXAMINED฀IN฀THIS฀
SECTION�฀4HERE฀ARE฀
GOVERNMENT฀TARGETS฀TO฀
INCREASE฀THE฀PERCENTAGE฀
OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
GAINING฀AN฀INITIAL฀
QUALIFICATION฀°฀THAT฀IS�฀
9EAR฀��฀OR฀ITS฀EQUIVALENT�฀
&URTHER฀OR฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS฀ARE฀
OBTAINED฀BY฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀AFTER฀LEAVING฀
SCHOOL�฀AND฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀
IN฀HELPING฀THEM฀TO฀MAKE฀
THE฀TRANSITION฀TO฀THE฀
LABOUR฀MARKET�

��฀
%DUCATIONAL฀ATTAINMENT



��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����฀¯฀!T฀A฀'LANCE

&URTHER฀QUALI½CATIONS
!BOUT฀SIX฀IN฀TEN฀!USTRALIANS฀ATTAIN฀A฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀BY฀AGE฀���฀฀
BASED฀ON฀����฀#ENSUS฀DATA�฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀HAVE฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER�฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀A฀6%4฀QUALIFICATION฀฀�
��฀PER฀CENT฀WITH฀A฀HIGHER฀LEVEL฀6%4฀DIPLOMA฀OR฀ADVANCED฀DIPLOMA�฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀
WITH฀A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE	�
&EMALES฀ARE฀MUCH฀MORE฀LIKELY฀THAN฀MALES฀TO฀HAVE฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀QUALIFICATION฀฀฀�
���฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀WITH฀��฀PER฀CENT	�฀
9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀MOST฀DISADVANTAGED฀AREAS฀OF฀!USTRALIA฀HAVE฀THE฀฀�
LOWEST฀RATES฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀!LMOST฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀POOREST฀AREAS฀DID฀NOT฀HAVE฀A฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀
IN฀�����฀COMPARED฀TO฀ABOUT฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀IN฀THE฀WEALTHIEST฀AREAS�

(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀
!USTRALIA�฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING฀����

4HE฀TYPE฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀GAINED฀BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀VARIES฀฀
ACCORDING฀TO฀WHERE฀THEY฀LIVE�
#OMPARED฀WITH฀THOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀THE฀POOREST฀AREAS�฀THREE฀TIMES฀AS฀MANY฀OF฀THOSE฀฀�
LIVING฀IN฀THE฀WEALTHIEST฀AREAS฀HAD฀GAINED฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀ABOVE฀BY฀AGE฀���

��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WITH฀A฀DEGREE฀OR฀ABOVE�฀BY฀3%3฀OF฀RESIDENTIAL฀฀
AREA�฀����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING฀����

#ITY฀AREAS฀OF฀!USTRALIA฀HAD฀MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLE฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀ATTAINMENT฀OF฀฀�
UNIVERSITY฀AND฀HIGHER฀LEVEL฀6%4฀QUALIFICATIONS฀AS฀RURAL฀AREAS�฀
6OCATIONAL฀CERTIFICATES฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀LIVING฀IN฀RURAL฀AREAS�฀฀฀�
FOR฀ALMOST฀ONE฀THIRD�฀THIS฀WAS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�
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(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION�฀BY฀LOCATION�฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	
฀ 1UALIFICATION ฀ ฀

5NIVERSITY 6OCATIONAL !LL
฀

.O฀POST
SCHOOL฀
QUALIFICATIONS

4OTAL

฀ $EGREE฀AND฀
ABOVE

$IPLOMA฀AND฀
ABOVE #ERTIFICATE

#ITY ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
)NNER฀REGIONAL ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
/UTER฀REGIONAL ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
2EMOTE ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���
6ERY฀REMOTE ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���

3OURCE�฀!"3฀#ENSUS฀OF฀0OPULATION฀AND฀(OUSING฀����

4HE฀TYPE฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀GAINED฀ALSO฀VARIES฀BY฀FAMILY฀BACKGROUND฀
AND฀LOCATION�
!NALYSES฀OF฀LONGITUDINAL฀DATA฀SHOW฀THAT฀SOCIAL฀BACKGROUND฀MATTERS�฀WITH฀YOUNG฀฀�
PEOPLE฀FROM฀THE฀WEALTHIEST฀FAMILIES฀OBTAINING฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER฀AT฀
MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLE฀THE฀RATE฀OF฀THOSE฀FROM฀DISADVANTAGED฀FAMILIES�
4HOSE฀LIVING฀IN฀CITY฀AREAS฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀GAIN฀A฀UNIVERSITY฀DEGREE฀OR฀HIGHER�฀฀�
WHILE฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀LIVING฀IN฀RURAL฀AND฀REMOTE฀AREAS฀ARE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀ATTAIN�฀฀
AS฀THEIR฀HIGHEST฀QUALIFICATION�฀A฀6%4฀CERTIFICATE฀AT฀LEVELS฀��฀�฀OR฀��
&OR฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀FROM฀DISADVANTAGED฀BACKGROUNDS�฀VOCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀฀�
ARE฀VERY฀IMPORTANT฀AS฀A฀MEANS฀OF฀GAINING฀POST
SCHOOL฀AWARDS�

4HE฀INFLUENCE฀OF฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION฀ON฀ATTAINMENT฀IS฀ONGOING�
4HE฀QUALIFICATION฀GAP฀BETWEEN฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀AND฀EARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀฀�
WIDENS฀IN฀THE฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEARS�฀3CHOOL฀COMPLETERS฀MORE฀OFTEN฀GO฀ON฀TO฀GAIN฀
FURTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS฀�BY฀AGE฀���฀��฀PER฀CENT฀DID฀SO	฀WHILE฀EARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀
WHO฀HAVE฀NOT฀EVEN฀ATTAINED฀AN฀INITIAL฀QUALIFICATION�฀ARE฀LESS฀LIKELY฀TO฀OBTAIN฀฀
ANY฀FURTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS฀�ONLY฀��฀PER฀CENT฀DID฀SO	�

(IGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATION฀ATTAINED�฀฀
BY฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����฀��	

 6OCATIONAL฀QUALIFICATIONS 5NIVERSITY
3CHOOL฀
COMPLETION .ONE #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� !PPRENTICESHIP $IPLOMA

DEGREE฀OR฀
ABOVE

#OMPLETER ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���� ����
.ON
COMPLETER ���� ��� ���� ���� ��� ���� ��� ���

3OURCE�฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9

!PPRENTICESHIPS฀PROVIDE฀MANY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀WITH฀A฀QUALIFICATION�
)N฀!USTRALIA�฀FOR฀TRADE฀OCCUPATIONS�฀THE฀RATIO฀OF฀COMPLETIONS฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀฀�
AGED฀��฀YEARS฀AND฀BELOW฀IN฀����฀TO฀COMMENCEMENTS฀FOUR฀YEARS฀EARLIER฀IN฀����฀
WAS฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀4HIS฀NATIONAL฀RATE฀IS฀BROADLY฀COMPARABLE฀WITH฀COMPLETION฀RATES฀
REPORTED฀FOR฀SEVERAL฀OTHER฀COUNTRIES�฀(OWEVER฀THERE฀ARE฀NOTICEABLE฀VARIATIONS฀
BETWEEN฀STATES�฀RANGING฀FROM฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀6ICTORIA฀UP฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀IN฀฀
7ESTERN฀!USTRALIA�



��฀ (OW฀9OUNG฀0EOPLE฀ARE฀&ARING฀����฀¯฀!T฀A฀'LANCE

4RADE฀APPRENTICESHIP฀COMPLETIONS฀IN฀����฀AS฀PERCENTAGE฀OF฀����฀
COMMENCEMENTS�฀AGES฀��฀YEARS฀AND฀BELOW�฀BY฀3TATE�4ERRITORY

3OURCE�฀.#6%2฀.ATIONAL฀!PPRENTICES฀AND฀4RAINEES฀#OLLECTION฀�����	

4RAINEESHIPS฀GENERALLY฀TAKE฀ONE฀YEAR�฀)N฀�����฀FOR฀THE฀SAME฀AGE฀GROUP�฀THERE฀฀�
WERE฀��฀COMPLETIONS฀FOR฀EVERY฀���฀TRAINING฀CONTRACTS฀COMMENCED฀IN฀NON
TRADE฀
OCCUPATIONS฀IN฀�����
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3EEKING฀WORK
.OT฀IN฀LABOUR฀FORCE
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TIME฀WORK
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9OUTH฀LABOUR฀MARKET
!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀SURVEY฀DATA฀SHOW฀THAT฀OVER฀THE฀LAST฀��฀MONTHS฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
HAVE฀FACED฀INCREASING฀DIFFICULTY฀IN฀ACCESSING฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT�
&OR฀BOTH฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀THERE฀WERE฀LARGE฀FALLS฀BETWEEN฀����฀฀฀�
AND฀����฀IN฀THE฀PERCENTAGES฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀EDUCATION�฀
&OLLOWING฀SEVERAL฀YEARS฀WHEN฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀RATES฀HAD฀BEEN฀DECLINING�฀฀�
UNEMPLOYMENT฀SHOT฀UP฀AGAIN฀IN฀�����฀TO฀����฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀TEENAGERS฀AND฀฀
���฀PER฀CENT฀FOR฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀
0ART
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀HAS฀GROWN฀SUBSTANTIALLY฀DURING฀THE฀LAST฀TWO฀DECADES�฀฀�
INCREASING฀THREEFOLD฀FOR฀TEENAGERS�฀AND฀MORE฀THAN฀DOUBLING฀FOR฀YOUNG฀ADULTS�฀
2ISING฀LEVELS฀OF฀PART
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀MEAN฀THAT฀MANY฀MORE฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀฀
NOW฀RELY฀ON฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀IN฀THEIR฀EARLY฀YEARS฀IN฀THE฀WORKFORCE�฀

%MPLOYMENT฀AND฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀STATUS฀OF฀THOSE฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀
FORCE฀AND฀NOT฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION�฀��฀TO฀��฀YEAR
OLDS฀AND฀��฀TO฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀����
����฀��	

3OURCE�฀!"3฀,ABOUR฀&ORCE฀!USTRALIA฀�����	฀�DATA฀CUBE฀,-�	

4HIS฀SECTION฀PRESENTS฀
DATA฀ON฀THE฀STATE฀OF฀
THE฀YOUTH฀LABOUR฀
MARKET฀IN฀!USTRALIA�฀
FOCUSING฀ON฀THE฀EFFECTS฀
OF฀THE฀RECENT฀ECONOMIC฀
DOWNTURN�฀0ATTERNS฀OF฀
TRANSITION฀FROM฀SCHOOL฀
TO฀WORK�฀DRAWN฀FROM฀THE฀
EXPERIENCES฀OF฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀OVER฀SEVERAL฀YEARS�฀
ARE฀ALSO฀REPORTED�฀
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0OST
SCHOOL฀PATHWAYS
4RANSITION฀PATTERNS฀VARY฀ACCORDING฀TO฀GENDER฀AND฀SCHOOL฀COMPLETION�
7OMEN฀ARE฀FAR฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀RELY฀ON฀PART
TIME฀WORK฀AS฀THEY฀MOVE฀FROM฀฀�
EDUCATION฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�
%ARLY฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS฀ARE฀MORE฀OFTEN฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀฀฀�
AFTER฀SIX฀YEARS�

0OST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS฀HELP฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀IN฀MOVING฀FROM฀EDUCATION฀TO฀
WORK�฀CONFERRING฀BENEFITS฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀LABOUR฀MARKET฀PARTICIPATION฀AND฀LOW฀
UNEMPLOYMENT�
,ABOUR฀FORCE฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀THE฀SIXTH฀POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR฀IS฀INFLUENCED฀BY฀THE฀฀�
QUALIFICATIONS฀GAINED฀BY฀THE฀FIFTH฀YEAR฀OUT฀OF฀SCHOOL�฀
#OMPARED฀TO฀THOSE฀WITHOUT฀ANY฀SCHOOL฀OR฀POST
SCHOOL฀QUALIFICATIONS�฀฀¯
UNIVERSITY฀GRADUATES฀HAD฀A฀HIGHER฀RATE฀OF฀FULL
TIME฀EMPLOYMENT฀���฀PER฀CENT฀
AS฀AGAINST฀��฀PER฀CENT	�฀)N฀THE฀SAME฀COMPARISON�฀GRADUATES฀WERE฀ALSO฀BOTH฀
MUCH฀LESS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀UNEMPLOYED฀����฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀WITH฀���฀PER฀CENT	฀
OR฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀��฀PER฀CENT฀AS฀AGAINST฀��฀PER฀CENT	�
!PPRENTICES฀HAVE฀GOOD฀EMPLOYMENT฀OUTCOMES�฀WITH฀HIGH฀PROPORTIONS฀IN฀฀฀¯
FULL
TIME฀WORK฀AND฀LOW฀RATES฀OF฀UNEMPLOYMENT฀COMPARED฀WITH฀THOSE฀WHO฀
HAD฀COMPLETED฀OTHER฀QUALIFICATIONS�

-AIN฀ACTIVITIES฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀IN฀THEIR฀SIXTH฀POST
SCHOOL฀฀
YEAR�฀BY฀HIGHEST฀LEVEL฀OF฀QUALIFICATION฀GAINED฀BY฀THE฀FIFTH฀฀
POST
SCHOOL฀YEAR฀��	

฀ 3CHOOL฀NON

COMPLETER

9EAR฀
�� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� #ERT฀� !PPRENTICE


SHIP $IPLOMA $EGREE

)N฀
EDUCATION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

.OT฀IN฀EDUCATION
&ULL
TIME฀
WORK ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����

0ART
TIME฀
WORK ���� ���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ��� ���� ����

5N

EMPLOYED ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���

.),& ���� ��� ���� ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� ���
4OTAL ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

3OURCE�฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9

%DUCATION฀ALSO฀HAS฀ADVANTAGES฀IN฀TERMS฀OF฀EARNINGS�฀HIGHER฀INCOME฀IS฀GENERALLY฀฀�
ASSOCIATED฀WITH฀A฀HIGHER฀LEVEL฀OF฀EDUCATION�฀WITH฀GRADUATES฀AND฀APPRENTICES฀
DOING฀WELL�



��

9OUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀MORE฀INCLINED฀THAN฀THE฀POPULATION฀AS฀A฀WHOLE฀TO฀RATE฀THEIR฀HEALTH฀
AS฀EXCELLENT฀OR฀VERY฀GOOD�฀AND฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀PSYCHOLOGICAL฀DISTRESS฀ARE฀NO฀MORE฀
PREVALENT฀AMONG฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀THAN฀THE฀REST฀OF฀THE฀POPULATION�฀9ET฀THE฀MENTAL฀
HEALTH฀AND฀GENERAL฀SENSE฀OF฀WELLBEING฀OF฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀AFFECTED฀BY฀STUDY฀AND฀
WORK฀CIRCUMSTANCES�฀

��฀YEAR
OLDS฀WHO฀ARE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK฀ARE฀HAPPIER฀฀
WITH฀THEIR฀LIVES�
4EENAGERS฀WHO฀WERE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀EXPRESSED฀GREATER฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE�฀฀�
��฀PER฀CENT฀SAID฀THEY฀WERE฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀
��฀PER฀CENT฀WHO฀WERE฀NEITHER฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀EDUCATION฀NOR฀FULL
TIME฀WORK�฀
4HIS฀TEN฀PERCENTAGE฀POINT฀GAP฀BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀GROUPS฀WAS฀EVEN฀LARGER฀IN฀฀�
RELATION฀TO฀BEING฀VERY฀HAPPY฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀COMPARED฀
WITH฀��฀PER฀CENT�฀
&EMALES฀WHO฀WERE฀NOT฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀IN฀STUDY฀OR฀WORK฀PERCEIVED฀THEIR฀CAREER฀฀�
PROSPECTS฀AS฀MORE฀LIMITED฀COMPARED฀WITH฀MALES฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀SITUATION�

,EVELS฀OF฀HAPPINESS฀VARY฀ACCORDING฀TO฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY฀AT฀AGE฀���฀WITH฀฀
APPRENTICES฀AMONG฀THOSE฀MORE฀LIKELY฀TO฀REPORT฀BEING฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀฀
THEIR฀WORK฀AND฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀APPRENTICES฀REPORTED฀BEING฀VERY฀HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀WORK�฀AT฀LEAST฀฀฀�
�฀POINTS฀HIGHER฀THAN฀THOSE฀IN฀ALL฀OTHER฀ACTIVITY฀GROUPS�฀AND฀��฀POINTS฀HIGHER฀฀
THAN฀THOSE฀WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED�

3ATISFACTION฀WITH฀ASPECTS฀OF฀LIFE�฀BY฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀����฀��	
฀ -AIN฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀����
0ER฀CENT฀
³6ERY฀
HAPPY ฀́
WITH¨

&ULL

TIME฀
STUDY

&ULL

TIME฀
WORK

!PPR�
4RAINEE

&ULLY฀
ENGAGED

0ART

TIME฀
STUDY

0ART

TIME฀
WORK

5NEMP

LOYED .),&

.OT฀
FULLY฀

ENGAGED !LL
7ORK฀฀
YOU฀DO �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

#AREER฀
PROSPECTS �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

9OUR฀LIFE฀AS฀฀
A฀WHOLE �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

3OURCE�฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9฀

9EAR฀��฀COMPLETION฀HAS฀A฀POSITIVE฀EFFECT฀ON฀SATISFACTION฀WITH฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS฀FOR฀
FEMALES฀AT฀AGE฀���฀UNDERSCORING฀THE฀LONGER
TERM฀BENEFITS฀OF฀COMPLETING฀SCHOOL�
��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALE฀9EAR฀��฀COMPLETERS฀WERE฀HAPPY฀OR฀VERY฀HAPPY฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀฀�
FUTURE฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS฀COMPARED฀TO฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀FEMALES฀WHO฀HAD฀฀
NOT฀COMPLETED฀9EAR฀���฀

��
7ELLBEING฀OF฀฀
YOUNG฀AUSTRALIANS

4HE฀CONNECTIONS฀
BETWEEN฀PARTICIPATION฀IN฀
EDUCATION�฀TRAINING฀AND฀
WORK฀AND฀THE฀PERCEPTIONS฀
HELD฀BY฀YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀
ABOUT฀THEIR฀QUALITY฀OF฀฀
LIFE฀ARE฀CONSIDERED฀IN฀฀
THIS฀SECTION�฀
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!MONG฀��฀YEAR
OLDS�฀SENSE฀OF฀WELLBEING�฀BOTH฀SOCIAL฀AND฀ECONOMIC�฀฀
IS฀LINKED฀TO฀SUCCESS฀IN฀WORK฀AND฀STUDY�

3ATISFACTION฀WITH฀ASPECTS฀OF฀LIFE�฀BY฀MAIN฀ACTIVITY�฀฀
��฀YEAR
OLDS฀IN฀����฀��	

฀ -AIN฀ACTIVITY฀IN฀����

0ER฀CENT฀³6ERY฀HAPPY ฀́WITH¨

&ULL

TIME฀
STUDY

&ULL

TIME฀
WORK

!PPR�
4RAINEE

0ART

TIME฀
WORK 5NEMPLOYED .),&

7ORK฀YOU฀DO �� �� �� �� �� ��
3PARE฀TIME �� �� �� �� �� ��
'ETTING฀ON฀WITH฀OTHERS �� �� �� �� �� ��
-ONEY฀YOU฀GET฀EACH฀WEEK �� �� �� �� � ��
3OCIAL฀LIFE �� �� �� �� �� ��
)NDEPENDENCE฀ �� �� �� �� �� ��
#AREER฀PROSPECTS �� �� �� �� �� ��
&UTURE �� �� �� �� �� ��
,IFE฀AT฀HOME �� �� �� �� �� ��
3TANDARD฀OF฀LIVING �� �� �� �� �� ��
9OUR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE �� �� �� �� �� ��

3OURCE�฀����฀COHORT฀OF฀,3!9฀

&ULL
TIME฀WORKERS฀EXPRESSED฀GREATER฀SATISFACTION�฀��฀PER฀CENT฀WERE฀VERY฀฀฀�
HAPPY฀WITH฀THEIR฀LIFE฀AS฀A฀WHOLE�฀WHEREAS฀ONLY฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀WHO฀฀
WERE฀UNEMPLOYED฀AND฀��฀PER฀CENT฀OF฀THOSE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀GAVE฀฀
THAT฀RESPONSE�
4HOSE฀IN฀FULL
TIME฀WORK฀WERE฀MUCH฀HAPPIER฀ABOUT฀THEIR฀CAREER฀PROSPECTS�฀฀฀�
THE฀WORK฀THEY฀DID�฀THEIR฀FUTURE฀AND฀THEIR฀STANDARD฀OF฀LIVING฀THAN฀THOSE฀฀
WHO฀WERE฀UNEMPLOYED�฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀OR฀IN฀PART
TIME฀WORK�฀
-UCH฀OF฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀IN฀SENSE฀OF฀WELLBEING฀IS฀RELATED฀TO฀EMPLOYMENT�฀฀฀�
CAREERS฀AND฀MONEY�฀THE฀UNEMPLOYED฀OR฀THOSE฀NOT฀IN฀THE฀LABOUR฀FORCE฀FAR฀฀
MORE฀FREQUENTLY฀REPORT฀EXPERIENCING฀STRESSFUL฀EVENTS฀LINKED฀TO฀THEIR฀฀
FINANCIAL฀CIRCUMSTANCES�฀

&INDINGS฀ON฀QUALITY฀OF฀LIFE฀ARE฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀CONSIDER฀BECAUSE�฀BASED฀ON฀฀
OBJECTIVE฀INDICATORS�฀THE฀EARNING฀AND฀LEARNING฀SITUATION฀OF฀YOUNG฀!USTRALIANS฀฀
IN฀����฀HAS฀DETERIORATED�฀
4EENAGERS�฀SCHOOL฀LEAVERS�฀AND฀YOUNG฀ADULTS฀ARE฀LESS฀LIKELY฀TO฀BE฀FULLY฀ENGAGED฀฀฀�
IN฀EDUCATION฀OR฀WORK�฀COMPARED฀WITH฀THE฀PREVIOUS฀YEAR�฀3UBJECTIVE฀MEASURES฀฀
OF฀WELLBEING฀ARE฀ALSO฀NEEDED฀TO฀GET฀A฀MORE฀COMPREHENSIVE฀PICTURE฀OF฀HOW฀
YOUNG฀PEOPLE฀ARE฀FARING�
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